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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Zevachim 88b) states that when the special 
garments of the Kohanim became soiled, they would not be 
laundered, but instead were discarded and new garments were 
provided. This was based on the rule: ,urhag ouenc ,uhbg iht – 
there is to be no concern or appearance of poverty (laundering) in 
a place of affluence (the Avodah in the Beis HaMikdash). Perhaps 
for this reason, Achashveirosh wore these garments, to reflect that 
rule. However, the Gemara (Yoma 44b) states that every day, a 
Kohen would gather coals for the Ketores using a silver shovel, 
and then transfer the coals to a golden shovel. This was because 
the Torah is ktrah ka ibunn kg vxj - concerned for the money of 
Bnei Yisroel, and since gathering would grind away at the shovel, 
an intervening silver one was used instead of using the gold 
shovel directly. How are these two conflicting sentiments 
reconciled ? The Tiferes Yisroel (Tamid 5:5:27) suggests that both 
positions are correct, and the relative circumstances determine 
which is applied. Thus, a small loss will be of no consequence 
where Bigdei Kehuna are to be ,rtp,ku sucfk, but wasting gold 
where silver will do serves no purpose. The Gemara (Menachos 
89a) states that the Menorah was to burn the entire night, and the 
Chachomim determined that this would require ½ of a log of oil 
per lamp. How did they come to this amount ? One opinion says 
that they began with a full log, and when that burned far too long, 
they decreased the amount until they reached ½ of a log. Others 
say that they began with ¼ log, and then increased the amount 
until ½ log met their requirement. The Gemara concludes that 
beginning with ¼ log and then increasing the amount reflected the 
view of ktrah ka ibunn kg vxj vru,v by not wasting any oil 
during the trials. The other opinion held ,urhag ouenc ,uhbg iht 
and concern over wasting a small amount of oil was not befitting 
the splendor of the Beis HaMikdash. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Why don’t we fast Taanis Esther for 3 days before Purim, to 
commemorate the 3 day fast instituted by Esther in the Megilah ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Which of the 5 senses is specifically connected to Adar ?)  
The Gemara (Beitzah 15b) states that if one wants his assets to be 
preserved, he should plant them in Adar. The Bnei Yissachar 
(Adar 1:9-10) quotes the Ari Z”L  who says that Adar is the nose, 
which is able to smell, because all the other senses were involved 
in the sin of the ,gsv .g, but not smell. Since the nose is 
connected to the eternal vnab, planting in Adar will also last long.     

DIN'S CORNER:  
One should dress in Shabbos clothing on Purim and daven 
Mincha on Purim day early, so as to have more time for the 
Seudah, most of which should be eaten during the day. Although 
there may not be an absolute obligation to eat meat at the Seudah 
(racc tkt vjna iht), still it is a mitzvah to eat meat, and for 
Purim purposes, chicken is also meat. (Rivevos Ephraim 1:350) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 20b) states that Bnei Yisroel were 
instructed to perform 3 mitzvos when entering Eretz Yisroel: to 
appoint a king, to destroy Amalek and to build a Beis HaMikdash. 
Rashi comments on the words: ekng rfz ,t vjn, that this 
includes the destruction of men, women, babies, oxen, sheep etc.. 
so that no one may point to anything and say – this was from 
Amalek. (Rashi seems to derive this from the Mechilta in 
BeShalach) The Ibn Ezra also defines vjn, this way, citing a 
Posuk (ktuna 1:15:3) which lists men, women, infants and 
animals to be killed by Shaul. However, the Rambam (Mitzvah 
188) and (ohfkn 5) does not mention the destruction of Amaleki 
animals. Does the Rambam argue with the Mechilta ? The Hadras 
Kodesh suggests that since the Mechilta was referring to the 
Posuk in BeShalach: ekng rfz ,t vjnt vjn hf, any destruction of 
Amaleki animals stems from there, which the Posuk refers to as 
rus rusn ekngc ‘sk vnjkn. The vnjkn that Hashem (kufhcf) wages 
against Amalek flares up from time to time at the instruction of a 
Navi, which is different from the mitzvah that Bnei Yisroel are 
obligated in under ekng rfz ,t vjn,. Thus, when Shmuel told 
Shaul to kill everything Amaleki, including the animals, it was 
based on Hashem’s statement ekng rfz ,t vjnt. For this reason, 
when Shaul returned from destroying Amalek, and Shmuel was 
angry with him for having spared Agag and the animals, Shaul 
said: lhrcs ,tu ‘s hp ,t h,rcg – I transgressed the mitzvah of 
Hashem’s mouth (i.e. ekng rfz ,t vjn, by not killing Agag) and 
your [Shmuel’s] [a Navi’s] words, by not killing the animals, 
which was required under a Navi’s periodic application of 
Hashem’s ekng rfz ,t vjnt. The Meshech Chochmah points out 
that Dovid HaMelech also periodically attacked Amalek (ktuna 
1:27:9) but spared the animals, and no one questions this. 
However, since killing the animals would only be required when 
a Navi instructed it, Dovid was not under that obligation.  
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A wealthy man by the name of Shtokshtil came to see the Sanzer Rov 
regarding his son Yosef, who was sitting and learning. The father was 
afraid that he would soon be drafted into the Austrian army. It was very 
difficult to escape the Austrian draft in those days, especially since the 
government focused specially on the Jewish draftees. The Sanzer Rov 
heard Mr. Shtokshtil’s request, and his only response was to murmur 
over and over, the word “TzuKneicht”. This word did not make any 
impression on Mr. Shtokshtil and he continued to press the Rov again, 
for a brocho on behalf of his son. The Sanzer Rov continued to express 
his one-word response, until Mr. Shtokshtil left. Despite Mr. Shtokshtil’s 
fears, his son Yosef was not bothered by the draft for all the years of his 
eligibility, which no one could explain. When Yosef reached old age, he 
decided he wanted to visit Eretz Yisroel. For this, he needed a passport. 
After he turned in his application, there was an unexpected delay, as his 
name could not be found in the birth records. Finally, someone noticed 
that Yosef’s name was the last one on the page, and that it had been 
folded over and wrinkled on that spot, which apparently had also 
prevented the draft board from calling him up. TzuKneicht.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


