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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Midrash (Shemos 2) states that Moshe was told to remove his 
shoes because shoes are prohibited where the Shechinah is 
present, just as the Kohanim served in the Beis HaMikdash 
barefoot. However, the Gemara (Zevachim 24a) states that the 
Kohanim worked barefoot in the Beis HaMikdash for a specific 
reason - so there would not be a vmhmj (intervening substance) 
between the Kohanim’s feet and the floor when they performed 
the Avodah, and not simply because the Shechinah was present. 
Perhaps the Midrash should have cited the Gemara (Yevamos 6b) 
which defines asen trun to prohibit entering the Har HaBayis 
with one’s shoes. The Gemara (Rosh HaShanah 31b) states that 
after the Churban, R’ Yochanan b. Zakai enacted a series of 
Takanos, one of which was that Kohanim were not permitted to 
duchan (Birchas Kohanim) with their shoes on. The Gemara 
(Sotah 40b) explains that the reason for this was a concern that if 
they wore shoes, a Kohen might sit down or bend down to fix a 
loose strap or lace on a shoe during duchaning, causing suspicion 
that he sought to avoid duchaning because there was a blemish in 
his lineage. R’ Yochanan b. Zakai presumably made this Takanah 
because in the Beis HaMikdash, the Kohanim did everything 
barefoot, as derived from unac lrcku u,rak – linking the Avodah 
to Birchas Kohanim. However, after the Churban, as there was no 
longer Avodah, there was also no derived imperative to duchan 
without shoes. As such, Kohanim outside Eretz Yisroel began to 
duchan with their shoes on, necessitating the Takanah.    
Therefore, vmhmj would serve as a reason only in the Beis 
HaMikdash, which had intrinsic vause, and where a parallel to 
the Avodah existed. At all other times and everywhere else, only 
the presence of the Shechinah would warrant removal of the 
shoes. The Posuk says: tuv asue ,nst uhkg snug v,ta ouenv and 
the Meforshim note that the vause emanated from the ouen – not 
the asue ,nst. It was the Shechinah’s presence in the ouen that 
brought the vause, and not any intrinsic significance of the vnst.      

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Must a Ger do Teshuvah and seek a Kaparah for sins that were 
committed before the conversion ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Should one marry a Bas Yisroel so as to possibly make a Pidyan HaBen ?)  
The Gemara (Pesachim 49a) assures one of wealth for marrying a 
Bas Kohen, and seems to ignore the fact that doing so will deprive 
him of performing a Pidyan HaBen. R’ Chaim Kanievski cites the 
Gemara (Kesubos 12a) which states that a Bas Kohen’s Kesubah 
was 400 zuz, to reflect the vkgn of marrying Yichus.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
The table upon which the Shabbos meals are to be eaten must be 
covered with a tablecloth from before Shabbos and should remain 
so during the entire Shabbos, until after Havdalah. Other tables in 
the house should also be covered. One must dress in one’s better 
clothing on Shabbos and remain in such clothes [including one’s 
tie – ed.] until after Havdalah.   (MB 262:1,4,8)      

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Chulin 89a) quotes R’ Yochanan as praising R’ 
Eliezer’s Drasha from:  ofc ‘v eaj ohngv kfn ofcrn tk - that 
Hashem’s desire for Bnei Yisroel does not stem from our being 
greater in number than other nations (for we are not), but rather 
because even when Hashem bestows greatness upon us, we tend 
to minimize ourselves, as exemplified by Avrohom, Moshe, 
Aharon and Dovid. The obvious question is: why mention the 
word ofcrn at all if our population would never be that great ? 
The Posuk says: o,cavu .rtv og v,g ohcr iv (the people of the 
land are now many, and you want to stop them). Rashi explains  
that Pharaoh claimed he would suffer a significant loss of income 
if he allowed the Jews to take off on a three-day trip to the 
Midbar.  If Pharaoh believed that Hashem must be obeyed, what 
kind of excuse would this be ? If he did not believe in Hashem, 
why did he need an excuse ? The cegh ,guah calculates the slavery 
in Egypt of 430 years as follows: The Bnei Yisroel lived in Egypt 
for 210 years. The actual sucga began after the last of Yaakov’s 
sons died, and lasted only 86 years. However, since the women 
gave birth to 6 children at a time, which is 4 more than the 
average multiple birth, these “extra” 4 bodies provided a total of 5 
working entities which, if multiplied by 86 years, yielded 430. 
Those extra 4 were the ones that did not leave Egypt (ukg ohanju) 
but rather died during the laj for their wickedness. Therefore, as 
the Sforno states, Pharaoh argued with Moshe: How can you 
claim to represent the Jewish nation if 4 out of 5 do not follow 
your instructions and do not wish to obey Hashem’s wishes ? 
.rtv og v,g ohcr iv - even if your ancestors listened to Hashem, 
v,g - right now the number of .rtv og is greater and I wish to 
follow the majority ! If Moshe were to claim that the .rtv og 
“didn’t count”, then they shouldn’t count towards the expedited 
completion of the sucga either, and there are still many more 
years to go ! This may be why the Posuk stresses “ofcrn tk” - 
that we should never be discouraged by the lack of ohna ,trh that 
is apparently the position of the majority of world Jewry today.   
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Shidduch was arranged between two wealthy families. Each father 
promised a large sum of money towards the young couple for the 
wedding and afterwards. As the date approached, the Kallah’s father’s 
business took a turn for the worse, and he was left in a difficult position, 
incapable of holding up his end of the financial promises. He notified the 
Mechutan, stating that although he could not deliver, he still expected 
the wedding to take place and the Mechutan to fulfill his end. The 
Mechutan found this very disturbing, and he visited R’ Aryeh Leibish of 
Kishinov to discuss what he should do. The Mechutan arrived just before 
Shabbos, and only had time to briefly describe the situation to R’ Aryeh 
Leibish. The Rebbe told him that they would discuss it after Shabbos, 
“and you will be glad that you came to me”. The Mechutan spent 
Shabbos in a positive mood, and after Shabbos waited to hear what the 
Rebbe would say. The Rebbe told him that the wedding should take 
place and that he must fulfill his promise. The Mechutan was surprised, 
and asked the Rebbe why he had told him before Shabbos that he would 
be glad that he had come. The Rebbe said: “I meant to say that you 
would be glad that you came to me, rather than the Kallah’s father. At 
least you still have your wealth, rather than the other way around”. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Schoenfeld family. 


