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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 16b) derives from uag, ifu that any 
replacement of the Mishkan or the Keilim in it must be built to 
match exactly the original, without change. The Gemara (Succah 
51b) describes how on the second night of Succos, in preparation 
for Simchas Beis HaShoeva in the Beis HaMikdash, a kusd iueh, 
was performed, with the erection of a balcony upon the Ezras 
Nashim wall, from which the women could view the event. The 
Gemara asks, would not erecting a balcony violate the rule that 
no changes be allowed to the structure of the Beis HaMikdash ? 
The Gemara answers with a description of a future funeral, where 
the Posuk clearly states that the men and women were to be 
separated, and adds that if such separation was needed at a 
funeral, it would certainly be required at a  Simchah. What seems 
to be missing is clarification of how and why the rule of uag, ifu 
does not apply. The MaHarsha understands Rashi’s explanation 
of kusd iueh, – kueke hshk tuch tka  to mean that the adding on of  
a balcony is not a true add-on because it was done only to prevent 
aveirah – not to add on to the Beis HaMikdash. The Raavad 
(o”ufg 6:10) states that since the balcony was a temporary 
structure, it would not constitute an addition, which indicates a 
different understanding of kusd iueh,, i.e., that temporary changes 
are permitted. The rationales of Rashi and Raavad may be based 
on how the Gemara describes the balcony. The Gemara states 
that bolts were inserted into the wall of the Ezras Nashim, and the 
balcony was built upon those bolts. Rashi explains that after the 
bolts were inserted, “every year, balconies were arranged there”, 
implying that the bolts were placed permanently, and the 
balconies were temporarily placed on them each year. Permanent 
insertion of the bolts would be a change, which is why Rashi’s 
rationale is that it was permitted, to avoid kueke. Other Rishonim 
(e.g. Meiri) hold that the bolts themselves were temporarily 
inserted each year, upon which the Raavad based his opinion, that 
temporary changes are permitted.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is it ruxt for a vtruv kgc to teach Torah, but r,un for 
others to teach Torah ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What city’s cemetery is available only to non-residents ?)  
The Gemara (Makos 12a) states that the yken hrg were inhabited 
by Leviim, but only “o,hhj kfku” – to live in, but not to be buried 
in. The jmur who fled there for refuge, is to buried there.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one swears to a sick spouse that he/she will not remarry after 
the spouse dies (to make the sick spouse feel better), or vows 
something to a sick person, only to take their mind off the illness, 
we may characterize these oaths as similar to ihxbut hrsb, which 
are not enforceable. (Shulchan Aruch s”uh 232:17)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 21b) states that whatever wicks and oils 
were proscribed by the Chachomim for use in lighting Shabbos 
candles, are nevertheless usable to light Chanukah candles, even 
for Friday night. The Gemara relates that this statement was 
repeated to Abaye in the name of R’ Yirmiyah but Abaye did not 
accept it. It was later repeated to Abaye in the name of R’ 
Yochanan and this time Abaye accepted it. One of the wick 
materials listed as unusable on Shabbos is lkf, which the Gemara 
describes as a type of silk. However, Rabbeinu Bachya notes that 
silk is not mentioned anywhere in the donations to the Mishkan 
because it comes from a worm, which is not lhpc r,un (permitted 
to be eaten) and only material that is lhpc r,un may be used for 
the Mishkan. If so, how can silk be permitted for use as a wick in 
the Menorah ? Similarly, the Rema (j”ut 153:21) forbids the use 
of items for a Beis HaKnesses or a Sefer Torah if they were 
forbidden to be used in the Beis HaMikdash. The Chasam Sofer 
(j”ut 39) points out that we are still accustomed to using silk in 
many areas of a Beis HaKnesses. In fact, the Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 
278:2) states that silk can be used as thread for a Sefer Torah. It 
must be, the Chasam Sofer concludes, that when silk is woven, 
the process creates a ,uasj ohbp -  a new form, which removes the 
disability of lhpc r,un. This is seen in the Gemara (Shabbos 112b) 
where Chizkiya asks, if someone made a small hole, the size of an 
olive, in a Tomay vessel and then repaired it, and then did the 
same thing again several times such that the combined holes (if 
they hadn’t been repaired) would collectively be big enough for a 
pomegranate to fall through, would that constitute a significant 
breakage of the vessel, so that it would lose its Tum’ah ? R’ 
Yochanan answers that such a situation creates a ,uasj ohbp -  a 
new vessel, which never had any Tum’ah. The iuhgvu arsv 
suggests that Abaye was initially reluctant to accept the ruling 
regarding wicks and oils because of the silk question. However, 
when it was repeated to him in the name of R’ Yochanan, Abaye 
realized that it was R’ Yochanan who introduced the concept of 
,uasj ohbp as it relates to changes brought about by a process. As 
such, the silk’s new status would permit its use in the Beis 
HaMikdash, which allowed Abaye to accept the statement.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The parents of a Kallah came to R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld to complain 
that the Chasan seems to have changed, and hardly showed up in 
Yeshivah of late. They were willing to accept the situation, but the Kallah 
was very disturbed by it. R’ Yosef Chaim asked them to come back the 
next day, so that during his Maariv, he could benefit from the words: 
lhbpkn vcuy vmgc ubbe,u and give them good advice. R’ Yosef Chaim 
knew that this Chasan spent his days at the home of his sick uncle, 
helping him and learning with him. R’ Yosef Chaim advised the Kallah to 
disguise herself as an Arab cleaning woman, go to the uncle’s house to 
clean, and see for herself what her Chasan was doing. She agreed and 
showed up at the house the next day. She spent 2 hours cleaning, all the 
while weeping for joy, as the “problem” had completely disappeared.     
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


