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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Berachos 17b) states that an Onain - one whose 
dead relative is before him awaiting burial, is exempt (ruyp) from 
Shema, Tefilah, Tefillin and all other mitzvos of the Torah. 
Although the Mishna says ruyp, which normally would imply that 
he may still do them if he wishes, Tosafos cites the Yerushalmi 
which says that one is not permitted to perform those mitzvos 
that he is accustomed to, in honor of the deceased. The Rema (s”uh 
341:3), quoting Rabbeinu Yonah, states that where the deceased is 
being transported for burial to a nearby location, these restrictions 
remain in place during the transportation. If however, the burial 
location is far away, the restrictions are lifted until the destination 
is reached, and then they resume until after burial. As such, one 
could suggest that the Bnei Yisroel did not wish to busy 
themselves with the casket and bones of Yosef, as to do so might 
extend to them the status of an Onain. Since the expected trip to 
Eretz Yisroel would only take a few days, any of Bnei Yisroel that 
would be involved, would also be prohibited from performing all 
the new, recently acquired mitzvos. However, Moshe understood 
that Hashem would not be taking them along the shortest route, 
either because the Pelishtim would threaten, as the Posuk says, or 
for another reason. Therefore Moshe had no fear of losing the 
opportunity to perform mitzvos, because during the transportation 
to a distant destination, the restriction on mitzvos was lifted. This 
may be why the expression  ,uumn jeh ck ofj, which Chazal say 
refers to Moshe, uses the word ,uumn (plural) rather than vumn, 
which would more accurately refer to the mitzvah Moshe was 
engaged in, i.e. the transport and burial of Yosef’s bones. 
However, the word ,uumn is used because Moshe, through his 
wisdom and insight, also retained the opportunity to perform the 
rest of the mitzvos during the trip.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is it preferable that a Goy do a Melachah for a Jew on 
Shabbos, rather than on a weekday ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When does one recite a brocho ending with:  ubhct ovrct ka oheuju ,uumnc?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (z”gvt - vmhkj rsx - zb”x) records a minhag of 
Ashkenaz, where as a Chalitzah begins, the Rav HaMesader 
recites the brocho: ubhct ovrct ka oheuju ,uumnc u”cet v”nt h”tc  
based on the Posuk where Avrohom said: kgb lura sgu yujn ot 
and the Gemara states that because of this, Bnei Yisroel were vfuz 
to the mitzvah of Chalitzah. (If said, Hashem’s name is left out.)  

DIN'S CORNER:  
When presented with several types of foods, including the seven 
special species with which Eretz Yisroel was blessed, the order of 
priority among them is as follows: 1) Wheat or spelt products (not 
raw); 2) Barley, oats & rye products; 3) Wine; 4) Olives 
(including oil); 5) Dates; 6) Grapes; 7) Figs; 8) Pomegranates; 9) 
Other fruits; 10) Other vegetables; 11) Everything else. Among 
grain products, HaMotzie precedes Mezonos. (MB 211:35) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 118b) states in the name of Rav that if 
Bnei Yisroel had observed their very first Shabbos, no nation 
would have been able to subjugate them. This is derived from the 
Posuk: yuekk ogv in utmh hghcav ouhc hvhu which describes how 
some of Bnei Yisroel were Mechalel their very first Shabbos to 
collect the Mon, and this connects with the consequential attack 
of Amalek. The Gemara also cites the opinion of R’ Shimon b. 
Yochai, who says that if Bnei Yisroel were to have observed two 
Shabbosos, they would immediately be redeemed. But if one 
Shabbos is enough, what is the “purpose” of the second ? The 
Yalkut HaUrim suggests that Rav was speaking of a time and 
status before the Egyptian bondage, where observing one Shabbos 
could have been sufficient. R’ Shimon is speaking of redemption 
from bondage (ohktdb shn) and to effect such an achievement, two 
Shabbosos would have been necessary. The rationale may be that 
Shabbos itself is considered testimony (,usg) concerning Creation 
of the World, and under general circumstances, two witnesses are 
always required. However, that is only the case where one is 
attempting to extract something from another. Where one is 
simply trying to hold onto what is theirs, even one witness can 
assist him. The Gemara (Bava Metzia 2b) states that where 2 
people are fighting over an item, each claiming that they 
purchased it from the merchant, the suggestion is made that we 
ask the merchant to identify who gave him money. The Rosh cites 
the opinion of the MaHaram MiRotenberg, that although the 
merchant’s testimony regarding the transaction is that of one 
witness, a single witness is sufficient to allow one who is a 
Muchzak (i.e. one who is holding onto something) to retain 
possession. Therefore, when Bnei Yisroel were still free, one 
witness (observance of one Shabbos) would have been sufficient 
for them to hold onto their freedom and fend off any other 
nation’s attempt to overpower them. However, once they had 
already been subjugated and subjected to a claim of possession by 
another nation, two witnesses would have been necessary to 
extricate them, as per the statement of R’ Shimon b. Yochai.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
An elderly Jew entered the Yerushalayim Chevra Kadisha office with a 
small package. He sat down and told the Chevra that he had recently 
arrived from Russia, where he had spent 2 years in a Siberian work 
camp. Shortly before he was to be released, the (Jewish) camp doctor 
came to see him. Congratulating him on his release and upon hearing of 
his intention to emigrate to Eretz Yisroel, the doctor expressed envy, 
complaining that she herself would likely die and be buried there in 
Siberia. She went into the other room and came back out, holding a 
finger that she had just sliced off her left hand. She said to him: “If I 
cannot merit to be buried in Eretz Yisroel, at least this small part of me 
can. Please have it buried on Har HaZaysim”. And with that, he handed 
over the box.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Tyberg family as a 
Seudas Hoda’ah.  


