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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Basra  110a) states that when one marries, he 
should [first] look into the bride’s brother(s), as children seem to 
emulate (ohnus) their mother’s brother. This is derived from the 
portrayal of Aharon’s wife Elisheva as iuajb ,ujt – the sister of 
Nachshon, an apparently unnecessary description. The MaHarsha 
notes that Rivka was also described as the sister of Lavan, and the 
Gemara did not make this observation in that case, choosing 
instead to derive that Rivka was righteous in spite of the fact that 
Lavan was her brother. But why then were Avrohom, Eliezer and 
Yitzchok not concerned with Lavan’s character when betrothing 
Rivka ? Although the Chochmas Adam (123:10) implies that 
checking into a woman’s brothers is obligatory, it is not brought 
LeHalacha in the Rambam or Shulchan Aruch, and is viewed 
generally as good advice. Some Meforshim say that one need only 
check the brother if one is unable to observe the woman’s own 
character. As such, since Avrohom’s options were very limited, 
he chose to rely on Rivka’s obvious generosity and good nature. 
A similar policy exists, approved by all the Poskim, to qualify a 
Torah-educated woman as a Bas Talmid Chochom, even if her 
father is not a Talmid Chochom. But where the father is in fact a 
Talmid Chochom, the Tzion L’Nefesh Chaya (38) states that one 
need not be concerned over the brother at all. But all of this 
pertains to the pre-betrothal investigations. After betrothal, the 
rules and consequences of discovering negative information are 
subject to other considerations. The Teshuvos HaRosh (34:1) 
dealt with a situation where shortly before the wedding, the 
Kallah’s sister became a Koferes B’Ikar (apostate), and the 
Chasan wished to cancel the Shidduch. Since the Shidduch had 
been made with strict Tenaim (conditions) which financially 
penalized the side that was unwilling to go forward, was the 
Chasan liable ? The Rosh said no, because it is understood that 
had this information been available earlier, the Shidduch would 
not have been made, and therefore such a loophole is deemed to 
have been built-in to the Tenaim. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What food may be eaten only on Shabbos ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would one say Yaaleh V’Yavo, not on Rosh Chodesh or Yom Tov ?)  
In Shulchan Shlomo (268:4), R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZTL 
states that if one has no Siddur and cannot remember the Shabbos 
Shemona Esrei by heart, he is to say the weekday Shemona Esrei, 
add Yaaleh V’Yavo, saying vzv ,cav ouhc.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If a Gabbai wishes to give the first Aliyah to a non-Kohen in the 
Kohen's presence, they must first obtain his permission. This is 
sufficient Monday, Thursday or Rosh Chodesh, even if the Kohen 
remains in the room. However, on Shabbos and Yom Tov, the 
Kohen's permission is irrelevant, as a non-Kohen may in any case 
not be called first if a Kohen is present. (Igros Moshe j”ut 3:20)     

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Taanis 19a) states that fasting and Shofar blowing 
are to be decreed when misfortune occurs, except for the 
misfortune of too much rain. The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 576:11) 
states that in Eretz Yisroel, which is a mountainous land and the 
houses are built from stone, an abundance of rain is beneficial, 
and therefore one generally may not fast or daven for a reduction 
in rain. (However, in Tzfas (at that time), houses were collapsing 
from the excess rain, and it was therefore permitted to daven for 
the rain to abate.) The Rema (ibid 114:3) states that (the minhag 
of Nusach Ashkenaz requires that) on the first day of Pesach, the 
Tzibur should recite oadv shrunu jurv chan during Musaf, and only 
after hearing the Shliach Tzibur leave it out during Chazoras 
HaShatz, do they no longer say it, starting from Mincha. The 
Levush asks, why doesn’t the Gabbai simply announce before 
Musaf that oadv shrunu jurv chan should not be said, and then the 
Tzibur will also not say it for Musaf ? The Levush answers that 
such an announcement constitutes rejection of the brocho of rain, 
contravening the Gemara’s statement: ohnad cur kg ihkkp,n iht. 
The minhag of Nusach Sefard allows an announcement to be 
made before Musaf because it is an instruction to begin saying 
kyv shrun, which does not suffer from the connotation of 
rejection, even though the words kyv shrun replace oadv shrun.  
The Pardes Yosef notes that for the other ,ufn in Egypt prior to 
src, after Pharaoh begged Moshe to stop it, Moshe would daven, 
asking Hashem to remove the frogs, the wild animals, the locust 
etc.. Moshe did not make such a request for the src – he simply 
raised his hands, and relied that Hashem would do whatever He 
deemed appropriate. Why not ask for the hail to stop ? Because of 
the above Gemara which states that ohnad cur kg ihkkp,n iht.  
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Shraga Feivel Frank had instructed his wife before his early death, to 
marry off their three daughters to the greatest Talmidei Chachomim in 
the Yeshiva world at that time. His widow was able to fulfill that task, 
marrying them off to R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer, R’ Moshe Mordechai 
Epstein and R’ Boruch Yehoshua Horowitz. The wife of R’ Moshe 
Mordechai Epstein had been engaged earlier to marry R’ Aharon Bakst, 
who was also renowned in the yeshiva world. But shortly after their 
engagement, R’ Aharon noticed that his future mother-in-law was 
somewhat depressed. When he asked his Kallah what was wrong, she 
said that her mother had promised their father to marry them off to the 
greatest Talmidei Chachomim, and that she now heard that R’ Moshe 
Mordechai Epstein was a greater Talmid Chochom than R’ Aharon, and 
she was concerned that she may not have fulfilled her instructions. R’ 
Aharon told his Kallah that to please her mother, he was prepared to 
release her from the Shidduch, and he did so. Several years later, R’ 
Noson Tzvi Finkel , the Alter of Slobodka asked R’ Aharon Bakst to 
become Rosh HaYeshiva in Slobodka. R’ Aharon explained to the Alter 
that he could not accept the post, because then his ex-mother-in-law-to-
be would see that he was offered the position, and not R’ Moshe 
Mordechai Epstein, and would feel bad that she might have made a 
mistake. Instead, R’ Aharon asked the Alter to offer the position to R’ 
Moshe Mordechai Epstein, which he did. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Stauber family. 


