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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Kamma 91b) states that a palm tree which 
bears a kav measure of dates may not be cut down. The measures 
which invoke the Issur to cut down other fruit-bearing trees vary 
according to the value of its fruit. The Midrash Rabba (vnur, 
35:2) states that Hashem selected Shittim wood for the beams of 
the Mishkan to teach a lesson of Derech Eretz for future 
generations, that just as Hashem chose wood from non-fruit-
bearing trees, certainly one should build one’s own house only 
from non-fruit-bearing wood. It seems strange, in light of a clear 
Issur, for the Midrash to call this merely Derech Eretz. However, 
the Gemara (ibid) goes on to qualify the Issur against cutting a 
fruit tree as referring only to cutting down a tree in a destructive 
way, such that where the tree’s wood is more valuable than its 
fruit, it is allowed. The Poskim extend this Heter to a Dvar 
Mitzvah, so that one may use fruit-tree wood to build a Succah or 
for fuel on the Mizbeyach, since for such purposes, the wood’s 
value is also deemed greater than the fruit’s. Therefore, the 
Midrash comes to say that even in circumstances of Heter, such 
as for the Mishkan’s beams, Hashem still selected non-fruit-
bearing wood, and therefore we should adopt that same Derech 
Eretz. Similarly, the Piskei Tosafos (Pesachim 132) states that if 
one cuts down even a non-fruit-bearing tree, he will not see a 
brocho from such an act. What tree could be cut if not this ? It 
could be that the Torah technically allows one to cut down a non-
fruit-bearing tree even v,jav lrs – destructively, as the Posuk 
states: ,rfu ,hja, u,ut …kftn .g tk... .g er. Still, Tosafos holds 
that to do so is not proper, and therefore one will not see a brocho 
from wantonly cutting the tree destructively.          

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is it preferable to have an adult do an aveirah (vru,v in) 
rather than a minor, where both are capable and equivalent ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why are we tmuh all previous vru,v ,uthre if the Sefer is found to be kuxp?)  
The Mishna Berurah (143:13) cites opinions that allow one to 
read from a Sefer Torah that is Posul if no other Sefer is available. 
As such, the consensus is that scghsc, one can rely on those 
opinions regarding whatever vthre one heard from such a Sefer 
before discovering it was Posul. R' Moshe Sternbuch also 
suggests that since we are not experts in ,urh,hu ,urxj, perhaps all 
our Seforim are Posul. We can therefore rely only on what we see 
before us and deal with a definite mistake accordingly.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
When the calendar enters the month of Adar, we are to increase in 
any way possible, our feelings and activities of vjna. Unlike Av, 
when we are to decrease vjna and Chazal have told us how, in 
Adar, the increase in vjna is subjective, and no specific activities 
are mandated. There is a custom to hang up a sign which states 
vjnac ohcrn rst xbfban and some people use it to cover over the 
icrjk rfz on one’s unfinished wall spot. (Piskei Teshuvos 686:5) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Zevachim 59a) states that if the Mizbeyach was 
physically damaged, all animals that had been slaughtered for 
Korbanos but could now not be offered on the damaged 
Mizbeyach during its time of inoperability are considered vjsb – 
rejected (disqualified), and may not be subsequently offered as a 
Korban when the Mizbeyach is later restored. This is derived 
from the Posuk: lhnka ,tu lh,ukug ,t uhkg ,jczu, requiring a 
complete (whole) Mizbeyach to fulfill “uhkg”, and since it was not 
available when the Korban was ready for processing, it remains 
disqualified forever. In asue htren (vfubj 5) the question is raised 
regarding the Menorah, which had a period of inoperability 
during the days leading up to the original Chanukah. If the 
Menorah is viewed as the “Mizbeyach” upon which the oil is 
“offered”, should not all the oil that had been designated for 
lighting the Menorah also have been disqualified while the 
Menorah was tny, and as such, remained disqualified even after 
the Menorah was restored ? Should this not have rendered the one 
sealed flask of oil also vjsb ? The Daas Zekainim (Tosafos) notes 
that when all the material needed to build the Mishkan is listed in 
Parshas Terumah, there is no mention of animals for Korbanos or 
flour and oil for Nesachim, which also had to be donated, because 
they were not building material for the Mishkan. However, if so, 
why are: vjanv inak ohnacu rutnk ina (oil and spices)  
mentioned ? They are also not building material. He explains that 
the purpose of the oil in the Menorah was to light up the Mishkan 
as a form of Kavod, similar to kings whose entry into their palace 
requires the area to be pre-lit. The spices were needed for the 
Ketores in order to “spice up” the entrance to the Mishkan with a 
pleasurable aroma, as is done for kings. Therefore, the oil and 
spices belonged in the list, as they were also material needed to 
complete the building. a”g As such, the oil was not placed in the 
Menorah as an offering, similar to a Korban which could be 
disqualified, but rather to fulfill a mitzvah to provide ouenk sucf. 
As such, hujs should not apply to disqualify the flask of oil.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A family suffered a great tragedy when they were robbed and the 
criminals decided to execute the whole family. Miraculously, a young 
daughter survived, and was adopted by another family who cared for her 
as if she had been their own. When she grew up, they married her off to 
a fine young man, and a year later she gave birth to a baby boy. The 
question now arose, must there be a Pidyan HaBen ? The young father 
was a Yisroel, but no one knew anything about the mother’s parentage. 
Perhaps her murdered father was a Kohen or Levi, which would exempt 
the child from a Pidyan HaBen. The question was posed to R’ Chaim 
Berlin, who pointed out immediately that in cases of doubt, such as this, 
the operative rule is: vhtrv uhkg urhcjn thmunv – the one who wishes to 
obtain money must prove he has a right to it. “As such, the Kohen must 
prove that your son requires a Pidyon in order to demand the Pidyon 
money from you. Yet, at the same time, how can we simply exempt him 
from a Pidyon because of the way we resolve monetary doubts ?” 
Therefore, the ruling was that a Pidyon HaBen should be performed, but 
the money should be returned by the Kohen afterwards. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


