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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Kamma 97b) states that the coin commonly 
used in Yerushalayim had Dovid and Shlomo on one side and 
Yerushalayim on the other side. The coin used in the time of 
Avrohom had an elderly couple on one side (i.e. Avrohom and 
Sarah - Rashi) and a young couple on the other side (Yitzchok 
and Rivka). Rashi points out that the Yerushalayim coin did not 
have a picture of Dovid and Shlomo but rather the words "Dovid 
U'Shlomo", as it is not permitted to create an image of a person. 
Thus, on the other side of the coin, the words "Yerushalayim Ir 
HaKodesh" were written. Tosafos adds that similarly, on the coin 
of Avrohom, there was no picture of an elderly or young couple, 
but rather the words "Zaken U'Zekaina" and "Bochur U'Besulah". 
The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 50a) identifies R' Menachem b. R' 
Simai as a "ohause ka ibc" - son of holy ones, and describes how 
he was so holy that he would not even look at a tzuzs t,rum - 
image of a coin. The Bris Shalom suggests that this could mean 
that he would never look at a coin that had an image on it. As 
such, the Posuk which states: asuev keac keav ,hmjn instructing 
one to donate a half-Shekel, might be using the descriptive 
expression “asuev keac” to indicate that the Shekel was a coin 
without an image, fit for use by one who was described as asue to 
look at. This might also explain why Rashi explained that Moshe 
was shown a coin of fire whose weight was half a Shekel. As the 
(non-)image of the coin was not present, only the weight of the 
coin could be a distinguishing feature.       

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If a regularly used Sefer Torah is found to be Posul, why are we 
still tmuh all the previous weeks’ readings ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Is there a mitzvah of Bikur Cholim to visit one who is unaware ?)  
The mitzvah of Bikur Cholim is intended to assist, encourage or 
daven on behalf of one who is ill. In the case of one who is not 
conscious or in a vegetative state, if his needs are being cared for, 
one could argue that there is no purpose in a visit. However, 
Dorash Moshe (trhu 18:1) points out that Hashem visited 
Avrohom without providing Nevuah, assistance or Tefilah, which 
implies that the mitzvah of Bikur Cholim is absolute, even if the 
“reasons” for it are not present.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If someone vowed to do something before Rosh Chodesh or not to 
do something until Rosh Chodesh, then the period of time in 
question ends just prior to the nightfall when Rosh Chodesh 
begins, even if there are two days of Rosh Chodesh, which means 
that the first of the two days is really the 30th day of the previous 
month. Nevertheless, in common parlance, Rosh Chodesh refers 
to the first day of Rosh Chodesh, not necessarily the first day of 
the next month. If he made a vow that obligated him for “a 
month”, then the period of time is “,gk ,gn” from the moment of 
the vow until the same date next month. (Chochmas Adam 98:8)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Kidushin 22a) asks why the Posuk says regarding a 
Jewish servant: ung u,at vtmhu – that his wife goes free when he 
goes free. Was she indentured as a servant too ? The Gemara 
answers that we see from here that her husband’s master must 
support her while her husband works for him. The same is derived 
regarding the servant’s children: ung uhbcu tuv lngn tmhu. The 
Ramban raises the question of whether the master receives the 
wife’s earnings in exchange for supporting her. According to the 
Ramban, a husband’s obligation to support his wife is Rabbinic – 
in exchange for her earnings. However, it seems from the above 
Posuk: ung u,at vtmhu that the master’s support obligation is 
Scriptural. As such, the question would be, was it the Torah’s 
intent that said support be in exchange for her earnings ? The 
Rambam (,uaht 12:2) rules that a husband’s obligation to support 
his wife is Scriptural. If so, one could characterize the master’s 
position according to the Rambam as simply stepping into the 
shoes of the husband/servant, and just as a husband retains the 
wife’s earnings, so would the master. However, according to the 
Ramban, the master’s support obligation is different from the 
husband’s, as it seems to be a direct Torah ,uchhj,v from the 
master to the servant’s wife, and might not automatically qualify 
to provide him with her earnings. Yet, the opposite seems to be 
the case. The Ramban clearly awards the wife’s earnings to the 
master, putting the master in the husband’s place based on the 
Torah’s sympathetic concern for his family, and as long as the 
wife accepts support from the master, her earnings go to him. The 
Rambam (ohscg 3:2) on the other hand, rules that the master does 
not receive her earnings, and the Kesef Mishna suggests that the 
Rambam determined this from the Gemara’s question: “was she 
indentured as a servant too ?”, which implies that the master had 
no claims to her at all, and receives nothing for his support.      

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Talmid Chochom in Eretz Yisroel began giving a weekly Shiur, late 
Friday afternoons, after Shabbos preparations were completed. At first, 
there were over thirty people in attendance but as time went on and 
Fridays grew shorter, the number began to dwindle until there was only 
one person left. The Magid Shiur decided to ask a Rav if it was 
worthwhile for him to continue preparing and delivering this Shiur, in 
light of the situation. The Rav encouraged him to continue, even with 
one Talmid, assuring him that where two people are learning, the 
Shechinah rests upon them. The Magid Shiur followed the Rav's advice 
and although the attendance did not pick up, the one Talmid decided to 
collect all the Shiurim and publish them. The Sefer was very well 
received and all the Magid Shiur's hard work and Chidushim were now 
spread well beyond the one Talmid who listened to him each week. This 
result was actually "Merumaz" in the Rav's words since the Gemara says 
that whenever two people learn together, Hashem gathers their words 
and writes them down ! 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


