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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 67b) derives from: gsrpmv kg,u (the frog 
rose up) that one large frog appeared in Egypt, and according to 
R’ Akiva, multitudes of smaller frogs emerged from it, to fill the 
land. R’ Elazar b. Azaryah said to R’ Akiva that he should focus 
on ,ukvtu ohgdb rather than on Agadah, and that the one large frog 
called out to all the frogs in the world, who then came and filled 
the land. What is the point of their disagreement ? R’ Yaakov 
Kopstein Z”L in a Drasha suggests as follows: R’ Akiva would 
say we know from: vgca sug ohnhk that Hashem brings 
punishment upon sinners slowly, in the hope that they will repent. 
With regard to the frogs as well, the Posuk first says they will hit 
the borders (lkcd) and then the houses, bedrooms and beds, with 
the same slow progression and increase of intensity, starting as 
one frog, breaking up into many. R’ Elazar countered that such a 
lesson need not be extracted from gsrpmv kg,u – it is already 
known from ,ukvtu ohgdb where in the order of Mishnayos, ,ukvt 
appears before ohgdb. Why did R’ Elazar say them out of order ? 
Because we know from ohgdb that Hashem brings the punishment 
of ohgdb on a person’s possessions (house, clothing) first, and only 
afterwards, if one has not done Teshuvah, on the person himself. 
As such, ,ukvt, which deals with the Tum’ah consequences of 
one who has died (the ultimate punishment), only becomes 
relevant after the punishment of ohgdb has been applied 
unsuccessfully. Therefore, R’ Elazar told R’ Akiva, look to 
,ukvtu ohgdb for that lesson. What is more appropriately derived 
from gsrpmv kg,u ? Rashi notes that Pharaoh’s house was listed 
first as smitten with frogs, because he had incited his people 
against Bnei Yisroel, and vsn sdbf vsn demands that he be 
punished first. R’ Elazar would hold that vsn sdbf vsn may also 
demand that just as Pharaoh called to his countrymen to take 
action against the growth of Bnei Yisroel, so too did the original 
frog call out to all the other frogs to act against Egypt.     

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Is there an Issur to eavesdrop on a conversation between two 
other people ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What benefit to another is required if the other does not want it ?)  
The Teshuvos V'Hanhagos (2:50) states that if your friend is 
about to sleep thru a"e inz and/or vkhp, inz, if you know he will 
have rgm at not having been awakened, then you should wake 
him. If you know he went to sleep late without setting an alarm 
clock or arranging to be awakened, you must wake him in time.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not hold something in his hand during Shemona Esrei 
(and other parts of davening) where the fear exists that if it fell, he 
would suffer a loss or be injured, as such a fear would prevent 
him from davening with proper Kavanah. Even when davening 
from a Siddur, one must minimize distractions. (MB 96:5,7) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Berachos 40a) states that if one said vnstv hrp  truc 
over fruits of a tree, he has been tmuh, but not the other way 
around (.gv hrp  truc over vegetables) because fruits are included 
generally as output from the ground, and they nourish from the 
ground (vnstv). The Gemara observes that when one brings 
Bikurim fruit from a tree that was cut down because its water 
source dried up, R’ Yehudah says that one still recites the Parsha 
of Bikurim as it includes “vnstv in”, and the tree/fruit did come 
from the ground. However, the Tanna Kamma holds that one 
should not recite it, because the tree was separated from the 
ground. Tosafos notes that the Tanna Kamma does not necessarily 
disagree with the concept of fruits being output of the ground, but 
explains that the Tanna Kamma felt that to recite the Parsha of 
Bikurim over fruits whose tree has withered and been cut down 
would not appear like praise, but rather as a complaint against 
Hashem for having given him unproductive land. The Yerushalmi 
(Kilayim 8:1) points out that the prohibition against planting 
Kilayim: ohtkf grz, tk lsa does not include tree fruits, even 
though tree fruits are included in the Posuk which describes 
produce susceptible to Tum’ah, derived from: grzh rat gurz grz. 
The Yerushalmi explains that people do not normally include tree  
fruits in their definition of ohgrz even if the language of the Torah 
does. van ,rprp notes that when Moshe gave Hashem’s warning 
to Pharaoh before the Makos of src and vcrt, everything in the 
field was specifically included for destruction - vsac lk rat kf 
for the hail, and .gv kf  ,t kftu…vyhkpv r,h ,t kftu for the 
locust. However, when Hashem instructed Moshe lsh vyb to 
execute the Makos, only vsav cag was mentioned in the huum. 
Later, when the Makos struck, the Pesukim again mention both 
vsav cag and vsav .g specifically. He suggests that since trees 
are included in vnstv, there was no need to tell Moshe more than 
vsav cag, which would include trees. However, Pharaoh would 
only understand what people usually meant by vsav cag, so trees 
would have to be specifically included in his warning. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
During the summer of 1972, my elderly grandparents, R’ Shmuel and 
Rivka Sternberg Z”L moved from their home in Bnei Brak to an “airy” 
apartment in Kiryat Mattesdorf, Yerushalayim. They did not move all 
their belongings, as they hadn’t decided if this was going to be 
permanent or just for the summer. Shortly after Succos, my 
grandmother had a sudden heart attack, and passed away. In 
preparation for the Taharah, my grandfather instructed one of his 
grandchildren to rush back to Bnei Brak and bring the special Tachrichin 
(shrouds) that the Babbe had sewn for herself years before. The 
grandson entered the apartment and began to search in earnest, but 
after turning everything over, was unable to find the Tachrichin. Without 
a choice, he returned to Yerushalayim empty-handed, and the Babbe 
was buried in Tachrichin provided by the Chevra Kadisha. A few weeks 
later, as one of the daughters was going through her mother’s things, 
she discovered the Tachrichin in her mother’s large purse/bag. Not only 
had the Babbe brought them when moving short-term to Yerushalayim, 
but she carried them with her wherever she went on a daily basis. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


