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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Pesachim 3b) tells how R’ Yehudah ben Besaira, 
while in Netzivin, was able to stop a non-Jew’s participation in a 
Korban Pesach in Yerushalayim with a shrewd suggestion that 
gave him away. Tosafos asks why R’ Yehuda was not himself in 
Yerushalayim for Pesach. Was he not also obligated in kdrk ‘hkg ? 
Tosafos answers that R’ Yehudah did not own property, and the 
Gemara later (8b) derives from ...l,ukgc lmrt ,t aht snjh tku, 
that only property owners are obligated to make the triennial trip. 
The GRA explains that  R’ Yehudah descended from the dead 
bodies that Yechezkel brought back to life, who were originally  
of the tribe of Ephraim and who were killed while attempting to 
leave Egypt too early (see Sanhedrin 92b). As such, they were not 
among those who entered Eretz Yisroel and they did not receive a 
portion of Eretz Yisroel. The Gemara (Shabbos 131a) states that 
R’ Eliezer allows even a mitzvah’s preparations (e.g. bake matzos, 
build a Succah) to override Shabbos. Why then does he not allow 
one to tie Tzitzis to a garment or attach a Mezuzah to a house on 
Shabbos ? The Gemara answers that it is because one could 
relinquish ownership of the Talis or house (make it Hefker), and 
then there would have been no mitzvah for him at all. The Ohel 
Dovid asks: if so, why does a  Korban Pesach override Shabbos  - 
one could potentially make his property Hefker, and if he did so 
he would not be bound by the mitzvah of kdrk ‘hkg or Korban 
Pesach. According to the Gemara, such a mitzvah should not 
override Shabbos ! The obvious distinction is that Tzitzis and 
Mezuzah  are mitzvos that must be performed only if a 4-cornered 
Talis or house become available. One need not necessarily seek 
them out in order to be chhjn himself in those mitzvos.  Korban 
Pesach on the other hand is a mitzvah that must be pursued - not 
avoided. As such, rather than be rhepn land, he should buy some      

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
May/must one sacrifice his own mitzvah in order to stop another 
from transgressing a utk ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Who can be tmuh Megilah listening to it on a walkman or Ipod ?)  
Piskei Teshuvos (690:2  p.550) states that when the Baal Koray 
does not know the words, tune, Pesukim etc.. of the Megilah, he 
may not place a tape of the Megilah near him to follow and 
mimic, for fear that others may hear it and listen to it, instead of 
to the Baal Koray. However, the Baal Koray himself may listen 
to it using headphones allowing only himself to hear, and yet, 
despite listening to it, still be tmuh with his own reading. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not squeeze blood from a cut or wound on Shabbos by 
hand or mouth, nor may one wrap a cloth on such a spot since the 
blood will color it. (MB 328:48) At all times, even on a weekday, 
if one’s lips are cracked and blood appears, one is permitted to 
lick them without checking to see if he will be licking up blood. 
However, if one has blood on his finger, he should not lick it off 
because of ihgv ,htrn. (see Darchei Teshuvah YD 66:8)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Yerushalmi (Sanhedrin 10:29) asks, when the Torah 
commands that all people and animals in an ,jsbv rhg must be put 
to death, how is one to judge birds who fly in the air above the 
city ? Are they also considered inhabitants of the city, or, since 
they do not tread upon the land, they are not liable for execution. 
A possible indication may come from the Gemara (Makos 12b) 
where the Gemara discusses the refuge provided to one who 
killed inadvertently. Such a person is safe from an avenging 
relative as long as he stays within the boundaries of an yken rhg. 
What if he is sitting in the branches of a tree whose trunk is 
outside the city boundaries, but the branches are inside ? The 
Gemara says that he is considered to be inside the city, indicating 
that the air above the city is also deemed to be like the ground 
below, which, if applied to the birds of an ,jsbv rhg would make 
them liable as well. Yet, one could argue that a branch up in the 
air is at least a secure place to “reside” within the city’s borders, 
for a man as well as a bird, but that hovering in the air itself may 
not be.  The Mishna Berurah (688:12) states that the main time to 
read Megilah is by day, and therefore, wherever a person is at 
dawn (rjav ,ukg) – in a walled city where Megilah is read on the 
15th or in another location where it is read on the 14th, will 
determine his obligation. The Chazon Ish (j”ut 152:6) holds that 
the determining time is nightfall, if his intention is to stay until 
the morning. Either way, if a person was in an airplane flying 
over Yerushalayim at that crucial determining moment, landing 
several moments later, would he be deemed a walled-city person 
for having been “in” Yerushalayim when the Chiyuv began, albeit 
in the air, or do we say that his Chiyuv could not begin until he 
was on the ground ? The snj heuaj quotes R’ Eliyashiv SHLITA 
who says that he isn’t anywhere until he is on the ground, which 
may be znurn in the Posuk: ,uzrpv hrgc ohcauhv ohzrpv ohsuvhv – 
one must actually be a cauh in a city to be its resident.     

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man, embarking on a trip, put on a Torah tape to listen to while 

driving. On the highway, he fell behind a large slow-moving truck, and 

prepared impatiently to overtake and pass the truck. Just at the last 

moment he heard the piercing sound of a police siren which shook him 

up and he managed to slow down, straighten himself out and remain in 

his own lane behind the truck. A split second later a heavy truck came 

hurtling by in the opposite direction. Realizing that the siren had saved 

him from certain death at the hands of that truck, the man looked 

around but could not find the police car. It was then he realized that the 

siren sound had occurred some 20 years before, outside the Beis 

HaMidrash where the Shiur that he was listening to on the Torah tape 

was being recorded. In retrospect, the man recalled how he had 

deliberated over which tape to put in first – music or Torah, before 

deciding to start his day with Torah. Had he decided otherwise, the 

music tape would have obviously done nothing to save him.      

P.S. Mazel Tov to the Cohnen family upon the engagement of their son 
Yeduda.  Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Tyberg family.   


