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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 20b) states that the mitzvah to destroy 
Amalek became obligatory only after Bnei Yisroel entered Eretz 
Yisroel and appointed a king. The Moadim U’Zmanim (2:162) 
asks, even if King Shaul did not properly perform this mitzvah 
(by sparing Agag and the animals), why did no other king after 
him undertake to fulfill it ? He suggests that the mitzvah is to 
completely eradicate any remembrance of Amalek, which would 
require complete annihilation of the entire nation. Such was 
possible only in the days of Shaul when they were resident in 
their own land. Later, to destroy only a portion of them would not 
fulfill the mitzvah, which now will be possible only in the days of 
Moshiach. The absence of the obligation to destroy Amalek in the 
interim would explain why Mordechai accepted Haman’s house, 
and did not destroy it, despite its clear identity as a house of 
Amalek, and why the Posuk repeats: osh ,t ujka tk vzccu several 
times, as there was no obligation to destroy the plunder. However, 
the Chinuch (425) understands the mitzvah to exterminate the 7 
indigenous nations in Eretz Yisroel as an obligation to kill every 
individual member among them, as long as one does not endanger 
oneself thereby. The Yismach Moshe learns that the Chinuch 
would view the mitzvah of ekng rfz ,t vjn, the same way – 
applicable to each individual Amalekite, even today. As such, it 
should have applied to their possessions as well, including 
Haman’s house. The GRIZ (110) quotes the GRACH who states 
that the obligation to destroy Amalek’s assets only takes effect 
after they come into a Jew’s possession. As such, careful reading 
of the Posuk indicates that Mordechai was not given Haman’s 
house as his own, but rather inv ,hc kg hfsrn ,t r,xt oa,u – he 
was placed as an administrator to oversee Haman’s estate. By the 
same token, had the Jews taken the plunder into their possession 
they would have been obligated to destroy it as well. Since, in 
Achashveirosh’s eyes this would have been unacceptable, the 
Jews did not take it, thus exempting themselves from destroying 
it, and leaving it all to Achashveirosh to curry his favor.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Who can be tmuh the Megilah listening to it on a walkman ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why do we not hang signs in Elul vcua,c ohcrn kukt xbfban ?)  
Although rst xbfban is not brought in the Rambam and Shulchan 
Aruch, it is brought in the Gemara (Taanis 29a); kukt xbfban is 
not. The Afarkasta D’Anya (j”ut 2:36) adds that the MaHarsha 
(Megilah 32a) explains that there is no special 30-day period 
before Rosh HaShanah because the time for Teshuvah is all year.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
The minimum mitzvah of Mishloach Manos is to send 2 kinds of 
readily edible food to one person. If one sends to poor people, 
one should send to (at least) two people, but if to a wealthy 
person, one is sufficient. (MB 695:20). However, if one sent 
“poor” food to a wealthy person, he is not tmuh. (Biur Halacha)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Zevachim 102b) relates that Rav heard a Beraisa 
from R’ Elazar b. Shimon, who stated it while in the bathroom. 
The Gemara asks how R’ Elazar b. Shimon was permitted to do 
so, since one may not even have Torah thoughts while in the 
bathroom, and answers that R’ Elazar had no choice, since he was 
focusing so fluently on his Beraisa that he was unable to disrupt 
his thoughts as he entered the bathroom. The Beis Yosef (j”ut 85) 
cites Rabbeinu Manoach who confirms that one need not take 
specific action to interrupt his Torah thoughts when entering a 
bathroom, even vkhj,fk, based on that Gemara. In Chochmas 
Shlomo (j”ut 85), R’ Shlomo Kluger considers whether the 
general prohibition against Torah thoughts in the bathroom also 
applies to prohibit thoughts of Hashem’s essence. He concludes 
that there is no prohibition and brings proof from the Gemara 
(Yoma 7b) where Chazal discuss: ovk iumrk shn, ujmn kg ‘hvu – 
the Tzitz was to be on Aharon’s forehead always, to bring favor 
for them. The Gemara asks, what does shn, mean ? Surely the 
Kohen Gadol did not wear it in the bathroom, or when sleeping. 
R’ Shimon holds that shn, refers to the power of the Tzitz to 
effect favor always (iumrk shn,), even when the Kohen Gadol is 
not wearing it. R’ Yehudah holds that it refers to a Kohen Gadol’s 
obligation to constantly think about the Tzitz. What would they 
say to the Posuk: shn, hsdbk ‘s h,hua ? R’ Yehudah would say that 
it means one must constantly think of Hashem. But how would R’ 
Shimon understand shn, ? Shouldn’t the Gemara have asked this 
question ? It must be, R’ Shlomo Kluger concludes, that shn, 
means always, even in the bathroom etc.., and that one may, even 
must, think of Hashem always, everywhere. If he does so while 
awake, he will also think of Hashem in his dreams, while asleep. 
However, most Meforshim understand shn, to mean whenever 
and wherever possible. The Chinuch (418) specifically defines the 
parameters of ‘s ,cvt as incumbent upon every person, day and 
night, umhevc - while awake. Thus, if shn, hsdbk ‘s h,hua would not 
apply while sleeping, there is no reason to apply it to a bathroom.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man asked his wife to prepare lunch for him everyday at 1:00 PM 
because he always arrived tired and hungry from work at that time. The 
wife tried her best but invariably, the meal was not ready at the 
requested time. One day, on his way home, the husband passed a 
restaurant, and the aroma of roasting chicken drew him in. “For once I 
will have a meal on time” he thought, and proceeded to eat his fill. Upon 
arriving at home, he was surprised to see that his wife had set the table 
and had prepared a delicious meal of delicacies – all Milchig. The man 
made a Cheshbon that to tell his wife the truth would certainly put their 
Shalom Bayis at risk, and he had “only” eaten chicken – not meat, and 
the Issur was really to eat Basar B’Chalav that were cooked together. So 
he ate her meal. Later, his Rav told him that the Cheshbon was not good 
– Shalom Bayuis does not permit one to transgress Basar B’Chalav, 
even MideRabonon. However, what it might permit in such cases would 
be to tell his wife that he had eaten Fleishig at a Bris or Pidyan HaBen.    

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Cohnen family.   


