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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Shevuos 26b) quotes Shmuel who says that a Neder 
must be verbalized to be effective – resolving in one’s mind is not 
binding. However, the Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 562:6) rules that one 
who wishes to accept a Taanis upon himself must do so with a 
proper Kabalah (statement of acceptance) during Mincha of the 
day before. If his Kabalah was ckc - internally, without vocal 
expression, it is still effective, provided he did so during Mincha, 
and his thoughts also followed the prescribed Nusach of 
acceptance. The Magen Avraham adds that a mere “plan” to fast 
is not a Kabalah, and the TaZ explains that although one does not 
generally become obligated in a Neder unless it is verbalized, 
acceptance of a fast will diminish the fat and blood of the one 
who is fasting, making it the equivalent of a Korban, with regard 
to which the Torah says: (,ukug) ck chsb kf - all donations of the 
heart [are accepted]. Mishna Berurah compares a fast to Tzedaka 
which, according to the Rema (s”uh 258:6), a person may obligate 
himself in, merely by resolving that he is donating to Tzedaka, 
even if he does not actually verbalize it. The residents of a village 
once decided to build a new Shul and donated money towards it, 
depositing the funds with a Gizbar (treasurer). They also agreed 
that if they were awarded a government contract, the profit should 
go towards the Shul project. They got the contract and later 
deposited the profit with the Gizbar. Apparently, they had a 
change of heart and took the profit money back from the Gizbar, 
splitting it between themselves. The Chasam Sofer (s”uh 243) 
ruled that if an obligation could arise from an intention (Rema), 
then it certainly arises from their act of actually giving the money 
to the Gizbar. As such, they had no right to take back the money, 
and if the Gizbar was not successful in recouping it from them, 
he himself would be responsible for the loss to Tzedaka. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would the Halachah be that if a serious mistake was found 
in a Sefer Torah - in the middle of a large Aliyah, that the Aliyah 
be completed in the Sefer Posul, before taking out a new Sefer ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Which creature davens for people ?)  
The Sefer ohhju vtupr (12:74) by R Chaim Palagi states that if one 
has a Choleh in his house, he should do acts of kindness with 
birds, and the birds will request Rachamim for the Choleh. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
If a Tzibur forgot to read Parshas Shekalim they may still do so 
during that same Shabbos, from a Sefer Torah, with a brocho 
recited before and after. If they did not do so during Shabbos, 
they cannot make it up. (MB 585:2) However, the MaHaram Shik 
(335) rules that the purposes behind reading Parshas Shekalim – 
to announce the campaign for collecting donations for the new 
Terumah (starting Nisan); and to preempt the influence of 
Haman’s Shekalim, may still be served before Purim. He thus 
allows it to be read on the following Shabbos.   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Kidushin 14b) states that the word rhfa appears in 
the Posuk dealing with a Jewish servant sold by Beis Din (for 
having stolen) as well as in the Posuk dealing with a man who 
sells himself as a servant. This enables the Gemara to suggest that 
the same laws should apply to both servants (but not all Tanaim 
agree). The Chazon Ish asks, if so, why was there a need for the 
Torah to introduce the laws of a Nirtza, who wishes to work 
beyond the required six years, and has his ear punctured as a 
result ? Could not the servant simply sell himself, several times if 
he wished, and accomplish the same thing ? The Gemara (Sotah 
8a) states: sjh ohscg hba ihgmur iht – we may not process the 
puncturing of 2 servants simultaneously, because of the rule: 
,ukhcj ,ukhcj ,uumn ihaug iht – we may not treat mitzvos as a 
burden (by trying to do 2 at a time). If the Nirtza process is a 
mitzvah, then perhaps this is why the Torah introduced it, rather 
than just letting the servant re-sell himself over and over. 
However, Rashi (Sotah 8a) states that the ,ukhcj ,uumn rule would 
apply here only if one Beis Din (and one master) was involved in 
the process of 2 would-be-Nirtzas. As such, the mitzvah does not 
belong to the servant, but to Beis Din, so for the servant there 
seems to be no advantage going through the Nirtza process over 
simply re-selling himself. The Minchas Chinuch (42:17) cites the 
Sifra who says that one may not sell oneself as a servant unless he 
has been seriously impoverished. Some even say that if a non-hbg 
sells himself, the sale is invalid. Either way, it is certainly 
prohibited in the first place to do so, but this restriction would not 
apply to one seeking to become a Nirtza. The Gemara (Kidushin 
22b) explains that a Nirtza’s ear is punctured for willfully 
accepting another’s mastery over him, disregarding having heard 
ohscg h”c hk hf. The Yerushalmi adds that if one wishes to work as 
a servant beyond the 6 years, since he isn’t paid, he may even be 
guilty of Avodah Zarah (lk ‘hvh tk). As such, Rav Elyashiv 
SHLITA suggests that by becoming a Nirtza, the Torah allows 
him to work without getting paid, and his punctured ear will serve 
him as a constant Siman of Hashem’s ultimate mastery over him. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Mendel of Rimanov once gave a man a brocho for prosperity. The 
man became exceedingly wealthy and R’ Naftali of Ropshitz asked R’ 
Mendel what he had seen that made him give this man such an 
outstanding brocho. R’ Mendel answered him that the brocho was no 
different than the one he gave to everyone. The difference lay in the way 
this man put the brocho to use. Since he had always been a big Baal 

Tzedaka, he was able to take advantage of the Baal HaTurim’s 
interpretation of the word ub,bu (and they will give) from the Posuk in 
Parshas Shekalim uapb rpuf aht ub,bu. The Baal HaTurim explains that 
the word ub,bu reads the same frontwards and backwards, teaching us 
that whatever we give for Tzedaka eventually comes back to us. This is 
what happened to this man. I blessed him that he should be jhkmn. 
Since he has been able to successfully show tremendous generosity, he 
receives an equal measure of wealth in return.  

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family.   


