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IMPORTANCE OF ....

The Levush (490) states that Yizkor is recited on the last day of
Pesach, Shavuos and Succos because of the desire to pledge
Tzedaka as a merit for the departed on the day that the Kriah
includes the Posuk: ¥1> mymms wx. However, the Beis Yosef (0"~
621) citesthe Mordechai (Yoma 727) which states that the custom
is to pledge Tzedaka on Yom Kippur as a merit for the departed
based on the Sfri which darshens the Posuk regarding an Eglah
Arufah as: dxw ayd 995 referring to the living, while n1s qwN
refers to those no longer alive, from which we see that the dead
aso need a Kaparah. Though many Meforshim question the
applicability of this Posuk, dealing with murder, to Yom Kippur,
most would accept the premise that Sxw» oyb 995 should at least
bring to mind an eguivaent plea for Kaparah on behalf of the
dead. The MaHari Weill (191) notes that Yom Kippur is called
Yom Kippurim (plural) for that reason, as the pledge of Tzedaka
on Yom Kiipur for the merit of those departed serves to achieve
Kaparah for them as well. The Beis Yosef (ibid) cites the Rokeach
who finds an Asmachta to this from the words of the Posuk at the
end of Parshas Tetzaveh: »oy 995 mwa nnx ©eon which is
followed immediately by: was 995 v~ 13m0, connecting the use
of Tzedaka with the Kaparah of Yom Kippur exclusively, and
limiting the minhag of Yizkor-related Tzedaka to Yom Kippur
only — not Yom Tov. Many question the propriety of Yizkor on
Yom Tov in the first place, since we are bidden raw &8 n»m and
crying during Yizkor is certainly not an expression of Smcha. R’
Moshe Mordechai Epstein suggests that thinking of one's
deceased parents during Yizkor and crying over them creates a
positive feeling, lessening the pain of their absence. As such, it
comports theoretically with the requirement of Smcha. For this
reason, al those whose parents are still aive must leave, as for
them, watching others crying has no restorative quality and
remains simply sorrowful, which is inappropriate for Yom Tov.

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....

The Gemara (Yoma 72b) derives from yan »nnn y1on owa that
if a Kohen Gadol has a son worthy of succeeding him, that son is
to do so. The Gemara also distinguishes between a Kohen Gadol,
who is succeeded by his son, and a Kohen mandn men (who
exhorted the Bnei Yisroel before a battle) where his son does not
automatically succeed him. The Sifri states that just as a king is
succeeded by his son, since the Posuk adds: “ Sxa» 55 29p3”, we
learn that al appointments are inherited by one's son. The
Chasam Sofer (0"~ 12) asks, why was a special Posuk needed for
Kohen Gadol if as the Sfri states, al appointments are inherited ?
He concludes that the exclusion of the Kohen mann nwwn proves
that the Sfri’s rule only extends to appointments of dominion,
such as aking, or even to wielders of communal power such as a
Gabbai Tzedakah, a court scribe, or law enforcement. As such,
the Kohen Gadol’s succession needed a Posuk. Accordingly, the
Magen Avraham (n"w 53:33) cites the Rashba (n"w 300) who
held that athough the crowns of ma5n and m»no are inherited,
the mn 2> (i.e. positions of mwa and nx9IN) are not. How then
does one explain the dynasty of nwow that began with Hillel and
fell to his son R’ Shimon, then to his son Rabon Gamliel, and to
R’ Shimon ben Gamliel etc...? The answer is that the position of
v transmitted from Hillel down to his descendants was a
position of n515n, not nxMn. For this reason, Rebbi (R’ Yehuda
HaNasi) named his son R’ Gamlid as successor, even though his
other son R’ Shimon was a higger Talmid Chochom, because R’
Gamliel had more omw nx, a trait required by the Torah for a
king (ya> o> 87) and therefore by implication, a xw aswell.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

If one strikes a mute, as a result of which the mute begins to
speak, must the striker still pay for the blow ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:

(When would one put on Tefillin Shel Rosh before the Shel Yad ?)

The Shevus Yaakov (1:2) states that if one has Tefillin Shel Rosh
written according to Rashi and the Rambam's opinion, and a Shel
Yad written according to Rabbeinu Tam, he should recite both
berachos over the Shel Rosh and put it on first.

DIN'S CORNER:

After eating a meal together with others in premises owned by a
non-Jew, one should still recite: mn man Sya Nx 772> XN PNIN
and have in mind the meal’s host. One should aso change the
wording of mn 122 7299 1572 D NHY> XN PN to say instead:
DY 1Y NN PNIPONI N2 1572 NY NOW NI NI, One
who ate his own food, regardless of location, skips mn mvan bya
entirely and says only »5 9wx 55 mxy amx. (MB 193:27)

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:

A poor man came to ask the Strikover Rebbe for a brocho to enable him
to marry off his daughter. She had already been engaded twice but
when her father had been unable to provide the agreed-upon MNodin
(dowry), the engagements had been broken. He didn't want this to
happen to her again. The Rebbe told him to go home and buy a lottery
ticket - the Ribono Shel Olam would assuredly help him. The poor man
returned home and optimistically bought a ticket, but the ticket did not
win. Though the father managed to keep the Shidduch afloat and marry
his daughter off, the Strikover Rebbe was so shaken by this “failure” that
he refused to accept any more petitioners for a brocho, arguing that a
Rebbe's power came from 0»pn N"apny WN P18 (Hashem fulfills the
will of a 7zadlik) and he was obviously not a 7zadik. R' Simcha Bunim of
Pshischa came to Strikov to visit the Rebbe and asked him how one
reconciles Chazal's statement ©»pn 1"apnt 3w Pr18 with the Posuk in
Iyov (9:12): nwyn i POHR MNR> M (who can tell Hashem what to do) ?
The vws is that Hashem may be counted upon to fulfill the 7zadlik's will.
But even the 7zadik has no right to dictate how Hashem will do it.
Certainly, as a result of the Rebbe's brocho, the man's daughter had
married, even if the father's lottery ticket had not won. The Rebbe was
mollified and resumed accepting petitioners.
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