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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Kidushin 33a) states that when Ravina was sitting 
before R’ Yirmiyah, a man walked by with an uncovered head. 
Ravina remarked: "How insolent is this man" [for not covering 
his head when walking past a Talmid Chochom]. R' Yirmiyah 
replied: "Perhaps he is from Mechasya where the people are [so] 
used to Talmidei Chachomim [that they consider themselves 
equal, and don't feel obligated to display respect]. Accordingly, 
the Gemara (Zevachim 88b) states that the Mitznefes (turban of 
the Kohen Gadol) atoned for the arrogant, since it required 
something "high" (over his head) to atone for those who thought 
“highly” of themselves. The MaHarsha notes that covering one's 
head leads to Yiras Shomayim, as the Gemara (Shabbos 156b) 
illustrates with R' Nachman b. Yitzchok who was able to resist a 
thieving nature by keeping his head covered. The Shulchan Aruch 
(j"ut 91:3) rules that one may not say Hashem's name nor enter a 
Beis HaKnesses with an uncovered head. Many Meforshim ask 
why single girls seem to be exempt from this Halacha, even 
among those who are Machmir in almost every area. The Gemara 
(Nedarim 30b) says that if one vows not to benefit from those 
who are black-haired, all men are Assur to him, but all women are 
permitted, because men cover their hair sometimes, while women 
always do. The Chasam Sofer adds that today, men cover their 
heads all the time, to distinguish from non-Jews who always 
uncover their heads for Avodah Zarah. However gentile women 
always cover their heads for Avodah Zarah, leading Chazal to 
specifically exempt single girls from this requirement. The Tzitz 
Eliezer (12:13) uses this to explain why girls are not required to 
cover their heads, even in Shul, or when studying Torah, as to do 
so would suddenly create a problem of  ufk, tk ovh,uejc.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which brocho may generally be said (if appropriate) at any time, 
but some years (like this year) won’t be said for a whole month ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where did Chazal decree that women should speak ?)   
The Shulchan Aruch (g"vt 22:13), based on the Gemara 
(Sanhedrin 19a) rules that women should converse when they are 
using an outhouse, so a man will realize it is occupied by women 
and not enter, thus avoiding problems of Yichud.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
One who rises early in the morning, before Alos HaShachar 
(dawn), and washes his hands (“Neigel Vasser”), must wash them 
again after Alos HaShachar because of the possibility that the 
Ruach Ra returns to one’s hands at dawn. No Al Netilas Yadayim 
brocho should be recited the second time, even if he did not recite 
the brocho over the first washing. However, it is recommended 
that one go to the bathroom after Alos, which creates a new 
obligation to recite the brocho. (MB 4:33)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Menachos 86b) derives from rutnk ,h,f that the oil 
used to light the Menorah had to be pure (without sediment) and 
was therefore extracted from olives crushed in a mortar. Oil used 
for the Korban Mincha could be taken from olives ground in the 
mill, since such Korbanos were common, and the Torah was 
concerned for the money of Bnei Yisroel not to require such 
specialized oil for every Korban Mincha. Similarly, the Gemara 
(Yoma 44b) explains that the Kohen would sweep up the coals for 
the Ketores everyday (except Yom Kippur) with a silver shovel, 
rather than a gold one, out of the same concern - to preserve 
Jewish money. The same concept explains why the box 
containing the lots to determine which goat was to be selected for 
the Azazel on Yom Kippur was made of wood, instead of gold. 
Yet, the Teshuva MeAhava (4) notes how the Gemara (Zevachim 
88a) states that the bowls and knives used in the Beis HaMikdash 
would be replaced but not repaired when broken, because of the 
rule: ,urhag ouenc ,uhbg iht - there can be no appearance of 
poverty in a place of opulence. Similarly, the Gemara continues, 
when the garments of the Kohanim would become soiled, they 
would be replaced - not washed, for the same reason. How can 
the Torah's interest to preserve Jewish money be reconciled with 
this mandate to keep up a wealthy appearance ? The Noda 
B'Yehuda (iurjt xrybue 2:7) answers by stating two rules: 1) All 
items required by the Tzibur to be used as Klei Shares (vessels 
used in the Avodah) were governed by ,urhag ouenc ,uhbg iht; and 
2) Silver is not ,uhbg. Therefore, unless the Torah specifically 
required that something be made from gold, it could be made 
from silver and still fulfill both concepts - not to manifest 
poverty, while also showing concern to preserve Jewish money 
by not requiring gold. As such, the Kohen's garments had to be 
replaced, as did the bowls and knives (which were of gold), while 
the shovel could be made of silver. The lottery box was not a Kli 
Shares. Oil for the Menorah was for the Tzibur and must be pure, 
but the Korban Mincha was for the individual, and required less.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man had for many years made sure to purchase the honor of reciting 
Maftir Yonah on Yom Kippur, believing that to do so would be a 
Segulah for health and prosperity in the coming year. After many years, 
he was outbid when the Aliyos were sold and he did not receive the 
Maftir that year. As he was an elderly man and very concerned over 
what lay in store for him that year, his family was quick to take him to 
see his Rebbe, from whom they requested an assurance that he would 
still survive the coming year. The Rebbe gave him a brocho that he 
would indeed live out the year and the man left with his family, feeling 
much relieved. A few months later however, the man died. The shocked 
family came back to complain to the Rebbe, who fixed them with a stare 
and said: "When I gave your father the brocho, I looked around and not 
one of you answered Amein. How could it possibly have worked ?" 
P.S.  Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Redlich family. 


