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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Gemara (Berachos 32b) states that the original ������ (pious
ones) would wait an hour before davening, spend an hour
davening and wait another hour after davening. The Gemara asks:
if they spend 9 hours a day involved with �����, how will they
preserve their Torah; how will they earn a livelihood ? The
Gemara answers: since they are ������, their Torah is preserved
for them and their labor is blessed. The Meforshim ask, does not
the Gemara (Pesachim 64b) state: �
� �� ������ ��� - one may not
depend on a miracle ? How then could the ������ take away so
much time from Torah study, relying that they would retain their
Torah miraculously ? �	� ��� cites the Gemara (ibid 20a) where
Rav Papa asked Abaye why the earlier generations merited to
benefit from miracles, while their generation did not. Abaye
explained that it was because the earlier generations were willing
to be 	�
 ����. As such, the earlier generations were permitted to
rely that a �
 would preserve their Torah, since miracles regularly
occurred to them. The Gemara (Shekalim 18a) describes how
Shlomo HaMelech deposited 1,000 Kikar of gold in a furnace in
order to produce 1 Kikar of pure gold for the Beis HaMikdash.
Yet, Moshe was able to produce all the gold for an entire ��	�

with all its ���� from under 30 Kikar of donated gold. This
miraculous nature of the ����
 to the ��	� explains why the
Midrash says that when Moshe saw he had material left over after
the ��	� was completed, he asked Hashem what to do with it and
was told to build a ����� ��	�, which some Meforshim define as a
Beis HaMidrash. Why was it necessary to build it from leftover
����
 ? So that the Torah studied there would benefit from the
miraculous nature of the ��	�� ����
 and thus be preserved.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
What food would a person not be permitted to eat alone, but he
would be permitted to eat it with someone else ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(When must one keep his feet within 1/2 an Amah apart ?)

The Mishna Berurah (301:3) explains that one’s foot is (on
average) 1/2 Amah in length. Since one may not take a step larger
than an Amah on Shabbos, he must always keep his feet within
1/2 Amah of each other.

DIN’S CORNER:
It is recommended that one fast on a day upon which tragedy
befell our ancestors. These days are listed in the Shulchan Aruch
(�"�� 580:2). There is a Machlokes over how those who are
accustomed to fast on one of them - the 7th of Adar (Moshe
Rabbeinu’s Yahrtzeit), should do so in a leap year. Yechave Daas
(1:83) rules that Moshe could not have been ���
 in Adar I, and
therefore, one fasts in Adar II.

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Gemara (Yevamos 16a) says that the Chachomim wished to
verify if R' Dosa had ruled to permit Yibum (levirate marriage)
with a ��� ��� (the co-wife of a Yavam's daughter) to his other
brothers.  R' Yehoshua said he would ask him. The Chachomim
advised him to take R' Elazar b. Azaryah and R' Akiva along.
When they arrived, R' Dosa (at R' Yehoshua's urging) asked first
R' Elazar to sit, commenting on how he knew R' Elazar's father,
and then asked R' Akiva to sit, commenting on how R' Akiva's
fame had spread all over the world. The ��	� ���� (499) derives
from here that in matters of honor, such as priority in receiving an
Aliyah or in signing a document, the senior or greater Talmid
Chochom must defer to one with greater Yichus (lineage), since
we see that R' Elazar b. Azaryah, who traced his ancestry back to
Ezra, was shown precedence over R' Akiva, who was by far his
senior and a greater Talmid Chochom. However, the Gemara
(Berachos 27b) describes how R' Gamliel was removed from his
position as Nasi and when the Chachomim were considering
candidates to replace him, R' Akiva's name came up earlier,
before they finally considered and settled on R' Elazar b. Azaryah.
Should not R' Elazar have been considered first ? The answer is
that the position of Nasi was not simply a position of honor but
also required scholastic expertise. As such, the position had to be
given to the greatest scholar available which is why R' Akiva was
considered first. Throughout the planning and construction of the
��	�, Betzalel's name, that of his father, grandfather and tribe are
always mentioned first, followed by the names of Ahaliav, his
father and tribe (but not his grandfather).  R' Shimon Schwab
ZT"L notes that Betzalel, descending from Chur and Yehudah,
had greater Yichus than Ahaliav's tribe, Dan, which was the
��
��� ��� ���� (last in camp formation). Though both were
equally inexperienced architects, Betzalel is always named first.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
7KH�%HLV�+D/HYL�ZDV�QRW�IRQG�RI�ULFK��*HYLULP���:KHQ�D�ZRPDQ�FDPH
RYHU� WR�KLP�DW� D�SXEOLF�JDWKHULQJ�ZLWK�D� WURXEOLQJ�GUHDP� WKDW� KHU� VRQ
EHFDPH��0HVKXJD���FUD]\���KH�WROG�KHU�QRW�WR�ZRUU\��LW�VLPSO\�PHDQW�KH
ZRXOG�EHFRPH�D�*HYLU��2QH�RI� WKH�*HYLULP�ZKR�RYHUKHDUG� WKLV�� DVNHG
WKH�%HLV�+D/HYL�ZK\�WKH�*HPDUD��(UXYLQ���D��VD\V�WKDW�5HEEL�ZDV�����
ULFK�SHRSOH��7KH�%HLV�+D/HYL�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�LI�D�SRRU�PDQ�DFWV�SURXG�RU
VWDQGV�XS�WR�D�*HYLU��KH�ZLOO�EH�KRXQGHG��+RZHYHU��D�*HYLU�FDQ�GR�ZKDW
KH�ZLVKHV�WR�WKH�SRRU��ZLWKRXW�FRQVHTXHQFH��5HEEL�VWDWHV�LQ�WKH�0LVKQD
�%DYD�.DPPD���D��WKDW�D�GHDI�PXWH��D�IRRO�DQG�D�PLQRU�DUH����� LI�WKH\
LQMXUH�RWKHUV��ZKLOH�RQH�ZKR�LQMXUHV�WKHP�LV�������:K\�GLGQ
W�5HEEL�DOVR
PHQWLRQ� D� *HYLU�� ZKR� DSSDUHQWO\� JHWV� DZD\� ZLWK� WKH� VDPH� WKLQJ� "
%HFDXVH�����	� ���� �����VKRZLQJ�UHVSHFW�WR�*HYLULP�E\�QRW�LQFOXGLQJ
WKHP�ZLWK�WKH��������	�	���

P.S.  Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Schmerhold family.


