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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Kidushin 31b) states that when R’ Yosef would 
hear the approaching footsteps of his mother, he would say “I 
shall rise before the Shechinah which is coming”, since Hashem 
shares in the respect one shows for a parent (ibid 30b). As R’ 
Yosef was apparently rising before his mother came into view, 
some Meforshim wish to derive from here that one must rise out 
of respect for one’s parent, even if the parent is k”jr blind and 
unable to see the show of respect. The Birkei Yosef (s”uh 244:2) 
cites the Shaar Ephraim (78) who rules that one must rise before 
one’s Rebbi even if he is blind, as he is a Talmid Chochom, and 
therefore, one should also rise before a blind parent. However, the 
proof does not seem to be compelling, as there are differences 
between the respect one must show to one’s Rebbi and the 
obligation to respect a parent. One of the Shaar Ephraim’s 
sources is the Gemara (ibid 33a) which states that Abaye would 
stand as soon as he saw the ear of R’ Yosef’s donkey. As R’ 
Yosef was Abaye’s Rebbi, and R’ Yosef was blind, this should be 
a double proof – literal and figurative, to the Shaar Ephraim’s 
position. However, it is possible that R’ Yosef was not yet blind 
when Abaye rose before him, and it is unlikely that the obligation 
to stand would already arise upon glimpsing his donkey’s ear. If 
we conclude that Abaye was acting beyond the Halacha, then we 
may also conclude that R’ Yosef was acting in a similar fashion 
when he rose at the sound of his mother’s footsteps. A better 
proof might derive from the fact that Yosef bowed to Yaakov 
after Yaakov had kissed Menashe and Ephraim, despite the Posuk 
which says that Yaakov could no longer see. However, the 
Targum Yonasan comments on the words uhkt trhu that Yaakov 
did not recognize Yosef when Yosef came out to greet him, and 
Yaakov therefore bowed to Yosef, who looked royal. As a result, 
Yosef lost several years of his life, because he should have 
removed his crown before approaching Yaakov. As such, perhaps 
Yosef became extra-sensitive to his obligation of ct sucf after 
this, and bowed to Yaakov who could no longer see, even where 
the strict Halacha did not require it.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
May one inform others that a merchant charges more for his  
merchandise than the going price charged by other merchants ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(May one speak Lashon Hora ,kgu,k  if others overhear ?)  
It is not permitted to speak Lashon HoRa, even ,kgu,k, where 
others, for whom it is not ,kgu,k may overhear. It is just as 
prohibited for those in proximity to listen, so both speaker and 
“overhearer” should move away from each other.     

DIN'S CORNER:  
One who acquires new items for use by himself and his household 
must recite the brocho of chynvu cuyv. The same is true if he 
receives such as gifts. However, gifts must be utensils or clothing 
– not money, which can be embarrassing to receive. (MB 223:20)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Kesubos 69a) relates that Rav Huna instructed Rav 
Sheshes to repeat a message to Rav Anan in specific words, and 
stated that if Rav Sheshes failed to do so, he would be placed in 
Cherem. Although Rav Sheshes complied, Tosafos asks, do we 
not see from Yehudah (who satisfied his vow to Yaakov) that a 
vow made under threat of husb still requires nullification, even 
after fulfillment, to be absolved of the husb ? Tosafos answers that 
vrpv and/or vr,v is only necessary when the vsubn (person who 
would be subject to the husb) is unsure of his ability to fulfill the 
condition, such as in Yehudah’s case, where Binyomin’s fate 
would be in Yosef’s hands. Rav Sheshes however, was confident 
that he could repeat the message accurately. It is interesting to 
note that Rashi adds the word: c”vugk to Yehudah’s stipulation of 
lk h,tyju, with which he convinced Yaakov to let Binyomin go 
with him. Yet, when he tells Yosef why he is more responsible for 
Binyomin than the other brothers, Rashi says that Yehudah was 
facing husb in both worlds. The Binyan Ariel explains that the 
Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 228:45) rules that if one accepts a 
conditional husb applicable to tcv okug upon himself, it cannot be 
nullified because, as R’ Akiva Eiger points out, one cannot be 
rh,n a vow before it takes effect, and here, the vow / husb would 
only take effect in Olam HaBa.  As such, Yehudah’s plan could 
only have been based on his confidence in Hashem’s promise that 
all the brothers (including Binyomin) would survive Yaakov, 
since Yehudah knew that they had sold Yosef and he believed 
that Yosef was still alive. According to Tosafos, Yehudah would 
therefore not require vr,v because of this confidence. However, 
in prior conversations with Yosef, the brothers had all referred to 
their missing brother as “ubbht sjtv”, until  Yehudah approached 
Yosef in adhu and said “,n uhjtu” – lying out of fear (Rashi), but 
undoing with those words, the confidence of his vow that no yca 
would die before Yaakov. Therefore, since Yehudah now needed 
a vr,v, it was necessary to include z”vug in his threatened husb, as 
Rashi explains, since a husb in z”vug can and will take effect, thus 
making it voidable thru vr,v. Since the Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 
229:1) states: ukuf r,uv u,men r,uva rsb – if a vow is partially 
nullified, its entirety is void, a vr,v on the aspect of husb in z”vug 
would automatically nullify the aspect of husb in c”vug as well.      
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
When R’ Avrohom Eliyahu Maizis was imprisoned in a Russian camp, he 
wrote out a Jewish calendar to ensure that he could keep track of 
Yomim Tovim and fast days etc.. Unfortunately, his calendar was off by 
one day, so when Erev Pesach arrived, he thought it was the 13th of 
Nisan. He prepared a piece of bread to eat for lunch, washed and recited 
HaMotzi, and just as he was about to put it in his mouth, a guard came 
in and pushed him off to the commandant’s office. He wanted to take a 
bite so that he would be able to speak but the guard did not let him. 
When he reached the office, the angry commandant showed him a 
package from Eretz Yisroel addressed to him, containing matzos and a 
calendar, and accused him of selling secrets to capitalists. Looking at 
the calendar, R’ Avrohom Eliyahu realized his mistake, and was thus 
saved from the consequences of his error.  

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


