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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Sotah 7b) states that part of the process which a 
suspected Sotah must undergo consisted of being told how 
Yehudah had confessed to his relationship with Tamar, which led 
to Reuven’s confession on having disordered Yaakov’s bed. All 
of this was intended to encourage the woman to confess, rather 
than cause Hashem’s name to be erased in the bitter waters. 
Although the Posuk actually says: vvkc ,t cfahu icutr lkhu, the 
Gemara (Shabbos 55b) explains that Reuven did not sin with 
Bilhah; he merely removed Yaakov’s bed from her tent, placing it 
in Leah’s. Reuven’s innocence is confirmed later, when the Posuk 
says: rag ohba cegh hbc uhvhu, where Rashi adds that all 12 of 
Yaakov’s sons were Tzadikim. Accordingly, the Mishna (Megilah 
25a) states that the story of Reuven’s misdeed is not to be 
translated to the populace during Krias HaTorah because the 
literal translation is both erroneous and uncomplimentary. Yet, 
the Rambam (vyux 3:2) rules that when the story of Reuven’s 
confession is told to the suspected Sotah, it is to be told “vyuapf” 
- according to its literal meaning, implying that Reuven had 
sinned. The Rema (Teshuvos 11) asks, how are we permitted to be 
gr oa thmun on Reuven, in defiance of a Posuk in the Torah and 
clear explanations in the Gemara, simply to encourage a sinful 
woman to confess ? The Rema concludes that since preserving 
Shalom Bayis is so crucial that we are permitted to erase 
Hashem’s name in the bitter waters to resolve the marital issue 
and restore trust, certainly we would be permitted to cast false 
suspicions upon Reuven and be gr oa thmun for the same Shalom 
Bayis goal.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one spoke Lashon HoRa about someone publicly, may the 
victim respond in kind, pointing out negative things about the 
speaker ?      

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(Must one stick fingers in his ears if he will be embarrassed by it ?)  
One who is about to unwillingly hear Lashon HoRa, and he feels 
uncomfortable sticking his fingers in his ears, may do the 
following: 1) He may take on an expression indicating to the 
speaker how he does not wish to hear; or 2) As the Lashon HoRa 
is being said, he is thinking and planning to be ,ufz snkn – to 
explain and justify to the speaker on each negative item that he 
says. These are permitted only if he does not accept the Lashon 
HoRa and is sincerely against the Lashon HoRa being said.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one is late for Maariv and cannot catch up before Shemona 
Esrei, he should daven Shemona Esrei with the Tzibur and say 
Shema with the berachos later. If the Tzibur is davening Mincha 
and Maariv together early, and a latecomer has not yet davened 
Mincha, he should say Mincha while the Tzibur is saying Maariv 
Shema, then say the Maariv Shemona Esrei with the Tzibur, and 
say Shema with its berachos later. (MB 236:11)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Tosefta (Terumos 7:23) states that if a group of Jews are 
threatened by gentiles and told to hand over one of their group to 
be killed, or else they will all be killed, they must allow 
themselves all to be killed. The Posuk describes how Yaakov 
positioned his family as Eisav approached, putting Bilha and 
Zilpa with their children first, followed by Leah and her children, 
and Rachel with Yoseif last. The Radak suggests that Yaakov’s 
plan was if Eisav expended his anger killing the ones in front, the 
rest would be spared. Did not such a plan violate the above rule 
about not sacrificing one to save others ? The Ramban states that 
when crossing the Yabok River, Yaakov tested the water for 
depth, gathered his family, and they all crossed together. Why did 
he not do the same facing Eisav? Upon careful examination, it 
would seem that crossing the Yabok was a potential Sakanah, and 
therefore Yaakov did not make a distinction. But when facing 
Eisav, Yaakov stood in front (ovhbpk rcg tuvu) and despite all his 
preparations he was confident that Hashem would protect them 
all, so it was not really a Pikuach Nefesh situation, and he could 
arrange his family to his liking. The Gemara (Horios 13a) lists 
rules of priority between people, such as the Kohen, Levi, Yisrael 
order to receive Tzedaka or be ransomed, followed by a Chalal, 
converts etc.. with a caveat that a Talmid Chochom precedes 
everyone, even a Jewish king. This order is codified in the 
Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 251:9). Why then is this order not followed 
in practice, such as in a store or a doctor’s office, where everyone 
has to wait for their “turn” ? Where is “turn” found in Halacha ? 
The Tzitz Eliezer (18:69) agrees that “turn” is not found in 
Halacha except in the case of a Dayan (n”uj 15:1) who is to take 
cases in the order they appear before him. However, “turn” is a 
convention accepted everywhere today, and must be respected. 
Still, a distinction should be made between those who arrive in 
the office before the doctor arrives, where they should all be 
deemed as having arrived together, subject to the doctor’s choice 
of priority, versus those who come after the doctor has arrived, 
where they should be seen in the order in which they arrived.     
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
On the 28th of Sivan 5690 (1930) the Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin opened its 
doors amid great celebration. The Chortkover Rebbe was present to affix 
the first Mezuzah to the front door. The Seder HaLimud was very aggressive 
and only the best and most committed were able to complete Rav Meir 
Shapiro’s program. As to be expected, the financial difficulties of running 
the yeshiva grew each year. Rav Meir traveled throughout Poland to raise 
funds but it was never enough. The true situation was hidden from the 
bochurim but the secret got out when the water was shut off. Help arrived 
from an unexpected source. The Prudential Insurance company opened a 
branch in Poland and offered life insurance policies to well-known public 
figures. They agreed to lend Rav Meir enough money to pay off the 
yeshiva’s debts if he took out a policy with them. This alleviated the situation 
briefly, and when Rav Meir was asked how he intended to repay the loan, he 
quoted the Zohar ominously, saying “Some people pay with their money; 
others pay with their bodies”. Indeed, on the 7th of Cheshvan 5694 (1933) 
Rav Meir Shapiro was Niftar at the young age of 46.  

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


