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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Gittin 28a) states that when a Shliach is sent to 
deliver a Get, and the husband who sent him was old or ill, the 
Shliach may deliver the Get on the assumption that the husband is 
still alive. The Gemara qualifies this, limiting its applicability to a 
husband under 80 years old. Once the husband has reached the 
age of eighty, the Shliach may no longer deliver the Get. Abaye 
questions this limitation, citing a Beraisa which states that a 
Shliach may assume the husband is still alive, even if when he left 
him, the husband was a hundred years old. The Gemara answers 
that the Beraisa is obviously dealing with a man who has 
distinguished himself with unusually long life. If he has lived so 
long – over a hundred years, then the normal rules which apply to 
those over the age of eighty would not apply to him, and we may 
assume he is still alive. Rashi explains that at 100, he is clearly 
different from other men, but when a man is between the ages of 
81 until 90, he is deemed “close to death”, and a Shliach may not 
deliver his Get. Thus, according to Rashi, the Beraisa was not 
speaking only of a man who is 100 years old; the Beraisa could 
have also used an example of a man who had passed the age of 
90. Apparently, after the age of 90, a man enters a new phase, 
having passed beyond the critical age when he is close to death. 
R’ Meir Shapiro, in rhtnv rut (35) cites the Chochmas Shlomo (9) 
who states that a woman whose husband died after reaching 80 
would not thereby qualify to be deemed a Katlonis. R’ Shapiro 
adds however, that if he died after 90, then his death would count. 
The Posuk quotes Eliezer as saying that Sarah gave birth to a son 
v,bez hrjt – “after” her old age. The Ner LeMeah states that the 
word hrjt is used (instead of v,bezc) because she had passed the 
age of 90 and was beyond critical old age, as the Gemara implies.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
May one inform the Hanhalah of a yeshiva that a Talmid has 
destructive Hashkafos or behavior, knowing that the Hanhalah 
will eject him without even checking into it ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(May one say negative things about someone if the listener heard it before ?)  
If the speaker’s Kavanah was to increase the impact of the 
negative things then it is definitely Assur, even if the listener 
already knew about it. If the speaker did not have that Kavanah 
and just mentioned it in passing, it would not be Lashon HoRa. 
However, if the speaker did not know that the listener already 
knew these things, he might be liable for negligence, similar to 
one who intended to eat Chazir but it turned out to be lamb. 
Additionally, he could be transgressing the Issur of Rechilus.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
Where many people are sitting at a meal, a Chochom should be 
the gmuc – to recite thmunv over bread and eat the first piece. If 
there are 2 Chachomim where one is a Lamdan and the other a 
Posek, the Posek should be chosen. (Kaf HaChaim 167:97)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Midrash (Bereshis Rabba 60:12) quoted in Rashi, states that 
Besuel must have died after Eliezer finished telling his story, to 
prevent him from objecting to the Shidduch. This is derived from 
the fact that it was Lavan and his mother who argued to Eliezer 
that Rivka wait 12 months before marriage to Yitzchok. However, 
had not Besuel already agreed earlier that rcsv tmh ‘vn - the 
marriage was Divinely arranged ? Why did the Midrash presume 
that Besuel would later object, and have to die now ? The Gemara 
(Beitzah 20a) states that when a dying man said: “Give Ploni 400 
Zuz and he shall marry my daughter”, Rav Papa ruled that the 
beneficiary of that instruction should receive the 400 Zuz, and 
may optionally decide to marry the daughter. This is because a 
gift conveyed in anticipation of death is immediately binding, but 
the additional condition of marriage is not. (If he had reversed the 
statement, i.e. marry my daughter and receive 400 Zuz, then the 
beneficiary would have received the money only upon the 
marriage - a la quid pro quo ). The ,urhcxn ohbp cites the Sefer 
y”uh ,jna who asks what the father’s intention could have been 
with such an instruction, since his marriage wish would not have 
been binding on either of them. Even his daughter would not have 
to honor it as she would no longer be under his control after 
death. He concludes that in such a case, where the daughter is a 
vbye (minor), the father’s accomplishment was to obviate the 
need for her mother and/or brother to agree to this marriage, since 
the father’s intention had been so clearly stated while alive. Here 
too, since Besuel had evidently agreed to the marriage, his death 
accomplished two things: 1) he would no longer be able to change 
his mind; and 2) Rivka could proceed if she chose to, without the 
agreement of Lavan or her mother. Therefore, we find that 
although Lavan clearly wanted Rivka to stay home for 12 months, 
he was forced to defer to her will - vhp ,t vktabu vrgbk treb, 
because of Besuel’s earlier consent.  
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The custom of the Satmar Rebbitzin was generally to light Shabbos Licht 
in the Satmar Beis HaMidrash every week, as the Rebbe would conduct 
a Tish there every Friday night which constituted his Shabbos Seudah.  
On those rare occasions when no Tish was to be held, the Rebbitzin 
would light her Licht in their home. One Friday afternoon, the Rebbitzin 
began preparing her candelabra in their home. The Rebbe passed by, 
accompanied by a Chasid, and asked the Rebbitzin why she was 
arranging to light at home instead of in the Beis HaMidrash this week. 
The Rebbitzin replied that the Rebbe was not well and therefore there 
would be no Tish that night. The Rebbe explained to the Rebbitzin that 
there were many guests from out-of-town who had especially arrived 
this week anticipating the Tish, beside the hundreds of Chasidim who 
looked forward to it every week. The Rebbitzin reiterated her earlier 
words, that the Rebbe was not well and therefore there could be no Tish 
that night. The Rebbe smiled and said “Okay”. The Chasid expressed 
surprise at the Rebbe’s response, commenting that one would have 
thought that the Rebbe was the stronger personality, but he sees that 
the Rebbitzin was even stronger. The Rebbe replied that true strength is 
evidenced by one who is able to be r,uun - to give in to another’s will. 

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


