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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Yevamos 22a) states that if a married man dies 
leaving behind a son who was born to a gentile maidservant, his 
widow is still subject to Yibum or Chalitzah, as such a son is not a 
Jew. R’ Natronai Gaon is cited in the Rosh as saying that the 
Mishna is speaking of a maidservant that belongs to someone 
else. However, if a man’s son was born to his own maidservant, 
the assumption is that he freed her first, under the rule that a man 
will try as best he can to make his relationships marital and not 
promiscuous, especially to avoid an Issur. The Rosh finds it to be 
analogous to the Gemara (Gittin 39b) which states that if one’s 
Canaanite slave marries a Jewish woman in front of (i.e. with 
permission from) his master, the slave goes free, and his master 
must give him a Get Shichrur (emancipation document) as such 
an act is inconsistent with being a Canaanite slave. Therefore, his 
son born to his own maidservant would be a Jew and would free 
his widow from Yibum and Chalitzah. The Rambam does not 
agree with R’ Natronai Gaon’s application of the above rule in the 
case of a maidservant, as it should only apply in the case of 
seclusion with one’s wife or ex-wife. The Mishna Halachos 
(3:101) suggests that Hagar’s position was as R’ Natronai Gaon 
stated, that Avraham taking her for a wife automatically freed her, 
and as such, Sarah sensed that Hagar’s attitude had changed 
toward her when she complained to Avraham: vhbhgc ketu. Sarah 
held, like the Rambam, that Avraham’s taking Hagar did not free 
her, and in fact she said to him lhkg hxnj, where hxnj seems to 
mean “my anger” but it really comes from the word xnj – theft. 
Freeing Hagar would have taken Sarah’s maidservant away from 
her illegally, where all the Pesukim indicate that Hagar was 
exclusively Sarah’s (,hrmn vjpa vku; h,jpa kt tb tc) maid. In 
Sarah’s opinion, Avraham did not have the right to do so. 
Avraham’s response was lshc l,jpa vbv - that he agreed with her, 
and that Hagar was still her maidservant, and hadn’t been freed.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If Lashon HoRa is spoken about someone in his presence, and he 
remains silent, may one believe it is true because vtsuvf veh,a ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(Is reminding someone of something negative done to him once, Rechilus ?)  
If the reminder’s Kavanah is to reawaken the earlier Machlokes or 
negative feelings, even if the reminder doesn’t know who the 
other party was, it is definitely Assur as Rechilus. However, 
without that Kavanah, merely mentioning something negative 
from the past would not be Rechilus.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not leave a peeled egg, garlic clove or onion overnight 
by itself. If it is mixed in with other ingredients, it is permitted. 
The ruxht applies only when the peeling took place for immediate 
or next day use. However, if it is intended to be frozen and used at 
a later date, it is permitted. (Igros Moshe s”uh 3:20) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Basra 168a) states that a Talmid Chochom 
who goes to betroth a wife should take along an Am HaAretz [to 
look at her] in order to safeguard against her being switched for 
another. Rabbeinu Gershom explains that a Talmid Chochom is 
not accustomed to look at women and thus will be unable to 
confirm that it is the same woman, but the Am HaAretz will be 
able to. Of what use is the Am HaAretz ? 1) Does not the Gemara 
(Kidushin 41a) state that it is forbidden for anyone to marry a 
woman without his having seen her first ? 2) Who will be 
suspected of switching a woman after betrothal (as Artscroll 
explains it) ? Once she has received Kidushin, she is forbidden to 
everyone else anyway as an aht ,at, and the new woman 
substituted for her would not have received Kidushin from him. 
The Gemara must mean that the Am HaAretz had already seen the 
woman when the Shidduch was arranged and he now accompanies 
the Talmid Chochom to the betrothal to ensure that it is the same 
woman. The Talmid Chochom himself may not even have been 
present when the Shidduch was made, but he must see her now 
before betrothing her. Some darshen osen isg idc lrhmh ljnaf this 
way, as Adam was also not present (i.e. awake) when Chava was 
“arranged” for him. The Rambam (vthc hruxht 21:3) makes clear 
that one may gaze at a woman to assess if she finds favor in his 
eyes for marriage. The Raavad asks: Isn’t that the job of the Am 
HaAretz ? but the Magid Mishna says that the Talmid Chochom 
must look at her before betrothing her, and the Am HaAretz is 
there to ensure it is the same woman. But if one may only look at 
a woman to assess her worthiness for marriage, how may we 
engage an Am HaAretz to look at a woman that he will not be 
marrying ? It may be possible to distinguish between ,ukf,xv 
(gazing) and v-htr (seeing), as the Magen Avraham (j”ut 128:35) 
says that wherever ,ukf,xv is Assur, v-htr is Mutar. As such, the 
Raavad may take issue with the Rambam over his Heter to gaze, 
but a simple look is permitted. Thus the Talmid Chochom must 
look before betrothal, even if a woman’s appearance is unfamiliar 
to him, and the Am HaAretz may look, to advise him. This may 
have been Avram’s experience, leading him to acknowledge 
Sarai’s appearance – h,gsh tb vbv so many years after marriage. 
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
During the campaign in Eretz Yisroel against autopsies, a man 
discovered a sack of discarded organs in the refuse section of one of 
the hospitals. He asked R’ Michel Feinstein ZTL if they should be taken 
to burial immediately, or perhaps they could wait a few days, and in the 
meantime a demonstration could be held protesting autopsies, where 
the abuse of these organs could be used as an example to strengthen 
the campaign. R’ Michel referred the question to his uncle, R’ Moshe 
Feinstein ZTL, who rendered a Psak based on the story in Shoftim 
(19:29) about the Pilegesh B’Giva, a concubine who was murdered, and 
whose corpse was cut up into twelve parts, a part sent out to each of 
the twelve Shevatim to make an impression on Klal Yisroel and 
encourage them to bring the perpetrators of the murder to justice. Thus, 
we see that it is permitted to delay a burial in order to make an 
important impression on Klal Yisroel to right a wrong.  

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Miller family in 
honor of Shragi’s Bar Mitzvah.  


