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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 38b) states that an Apikores challenged 
R' Yishmael b. R' Yosi, questioning the Oneness of Hashem from 
the Posuk:  's ,tn atu ,hrpd vrng kgu osx kg rhynv 'su. Should 
not the Posuk have ended with the word u,tn (from Him) rather 
than 's ,tn, unless the Posuk means there were two deities ?  A 
nearby laundry-man offered to answer, pointing out how Lemech 
said to his wives: vbztv lnk hab hkue igna vkmu vsg, referring to 
himself in third-person (lnk hab) rather than saying hhab (my 
wives). As this is how the Torah "speaks", then it spoke of 
Hashem the same way. R' Yishmael asked the launderer how he 
knew this, and the man answered: from a lecture of R' Meir. The 
Shulchan Aruch (g"vt 154-ydv rsx) describes the procedure of a 
Get and the custom, when sending the Get with a Shliach, to give 
the Shliach a vtarv rya (authorization letter) signed by witnesses 
attesting to the Shliach's appointment. Occasionally, the witnesses 
signing on the vtarv for the Shliach may also have been the same 
witnesses who signed on the Get itself. In one such case, the 
language of the vtarv made a third-party reference to the Get's 
witnesses as ihnu,jv uhsg (its signed witnesses) rather than 
acknowledge themselves by saying ihnu,jv uhsg ubjbt (we, its 
signed witnesses).  This ambiguous reference suggested that the 
two documents may not have been witnessed by the same two 
people. The Rav Poalim (g"vt 2:19) did not agree. Citing the 
Posuk which contains Lemech's third-party-like lnk hab reference, 
the Rav Poalim noted how perfectly acceptable it is to cite oneself 
in third party terms. In fact, the Radvaz (1:359) ruled accordingly 
in a case where one of the Get's signing witnesses was also the 
Shliach to deliver the Get. Technically, instead of saying to Beis 
Din: o,jb hbpcu c,fb hbpc (it was written and signed before me), 
should he not have said it was written before me, and I and 
another signed it ? The Radvaz said no -  he may say o,jb hbpcu, 
even though he did it himself. So too, a Get should be good where 
its witnesses' dual role on the Get and vtarv was not announced.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Must one ask Mechilah of someone he spoke Lashon HoRa about, 
and if so, under what circumstances ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(What must one do if he hears Lashon HoRa, even if he does not believe it ?)  
Optimally, one must leave the vicinity where Lashon HoRa is 
being spoken. If difficult, he must close his ears (with his fingers). 
In any case, he must be careful to always be undesirous of the fact 
that Lashon Hora is being spoken.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
One must read the Torah Parsha each week twice, with a 
commentary that adds to our understanding of the Parsha, once. 
Some acceptable commentaries are Tar0um Onkelos and Rashi. A 
strict English translation would not be acceptable, but one that 
incorporates Chazal would. (MB 285:5)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 154b) says that the donkey of Rabon 
Gamliel was once loaded with sacks of honey as Shabbos began, 
but R. Gamliel did not wish to unload it during Shabbos so as to 
avoid several possible Rabbinic prohibitions. On Motzai Shabbos 
the donkey died. The Gemara asks how R. Gamliel could cause 
such suffering to the animal - was it not ohhj hkgc rgm to leave it 
burdened all Shabbos ? The Gemara answers that R. Gamliel held 
ohhj hkgc rgm to be only a Rabbinic prohibition (Rema rules 
otherwise). As such, he was unwilling to transgress Shabbos 
prohibitions to avoid it. The Chasam Sofer notes that our right to 
use beasts of burden in the first place, as well as to use a whip or 
stick on them is based on the Posuk: …vhj kfcu … ohv ,dsc usru, 
and where there is a human need, ohhj hkgc rgm is not an issue. 
The Gemara's interest in suggesting ohhj hkgc rgm here was only 
to be vjus (push aside) the Shabbos Rabbinic prohibitions. Once 
they were gone, R. Gamliel would have no need or use for 
causing the animal pain and would thus have been obligated to 
unload it on Shabbos. The Terumas HaDeshen (Psakim 105) 
determined that acts like removing feathers for use from a live 
goose or beautifying a dog by removing its tail or ears were also 
not per se violations of ohhj hkgc rgm since there was a human 
benefit. Yet, people apparently did not commit such acts, as they 
were inherently cruel, and perhaps they were aware of how Rebbi 
suffered (see Bava Metzia 85a) when he did not have pity on a 
calf that came over and cried to him upon being taken to 
slaughter. Based on the above, the Tzitz Eliezer (14:68) ruled to 
permit animal experimentation with the caveat that all attempts 
should be made to minimize the suffering through anesthesia and 
the like. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Rav Dovid Zicherman opened the chareidi supermarket chain Bircas 
Rochel in Eretz Yisroel, named after Rebbetzin Rochel Auerbach, the 
wife of R’ Shmuel Auerbach. Its aim was not just to advance the 
production and sale of kosher lemehadrin items, reduce prices for 
avreichim and do chessed with widows, orphans and large families, but 
also to add Ruchniyus to the shopping experience. Next to the store was 
a Kollel where husbands could learn and daven while their wives 
shopped. Near the cashiers was a large magnified Igeres HaRamban that 
could be read while standing on line and another illuminated sign with 
recent, relevant Halachos. But the main challenge was convincing food 
producers that a Hechsher would increase sales. Rav Zicherman 
approached Yair Shamir (son of Yitzchok Shamir), manager of the Elite 
company, and asked him to do a run of assorted chocolates with a 
Hechsher, in time for Purim Shalach Manos. Shamir replied that it did 
not pay for him to specially produce 50 or 100 boxes. Rav Zicherman 
told him that he wanted 1,000,00 shekel’s worth of chocolates with a 
BaDatz Hechsher. Shamir saw he was serious, and he immediately got 
to work. Within two months, ready for Purim, there were low-priced, 
kosher lemehadrin boxes of chocolates in various sizes. It was only then, 
that the food industry began to realize the true purchasing power of 
chareidim, which had not previously been noticed.  

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family.  


