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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 93a) relates that a shepherd was 
walking the animals in his care along the banks of a river, when 
one of the animals slipped, fell into the river and drowned. 
Rabbah held that he had complied with the standard expected of 
those who watch animals, and was therefore not liable. Abaye 
questioned his ruling from the Posuk: vkhkc jreu crj hbkft ouhc 
where Yaakov maintained a higher degree of guarding Lavan’s 
flock, suffering from the heat by day and from the cold at night. 
The Gemara concludes that Yaakov may have indeed obligated 
himself to a higher degree, similar to those who guard a city, who 
must be vigilant in protecting the city beyond the standard of an 
ordinary watchman. However, R’ Chisda and Rabba b. R’ Huna 
also disagreed with Rabba’s ruling, holding a paid custodian or 
shepherd to a higher standard, and most Rishonim rule 
accordingly. The Rambam (,urhfa 13:7) does not quote the above 
Gemara, but rather states that a laborer must work with all his 
strength, as the Posuk quotes Yaakov: ifhct ,t h,scg hjf kfc hf. 
The ohnav kyn points out that Yaakov said this to Rochel and 
Leah, but not to Lavan. To Lavan he said: crj hbkft ouhc etc.., but 
he did not say that to his wives. He suggests that Yaakov 
maintained two different standards while guarding Lavan’s 
flocks. During the first seven years, before Yaakov married Leah, 
he fulfilled vkhkc jreu crj hbkft ouhc, working day and night, as 
he did not have a wife waiting for him. However, in subsequent 
years, as a married man, he had obligations at home, and could 
not maintain his earlier extraordinary standard of responsibility at 
night. Thus, when describing his exceptional work ethic to his 
wives, Yaakov focused on his behavior while married to them,  
stressing the energy and intensity that he applied each day, which 
they had witnessed. When speaking to Lavan however, Yaakov 
reminded him of the initial 7 years, when he had essentially 
worked 24 hours a day, in the heat and frost. Thus, the Rambam 
chose to obligate workers to employ their full energy, a standard 
relevant to everyone, rather than apply the “day and night” 
standard cited in the Gemara, which may be unfair at home.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is it r,un to study only certain Mishnayos, but not their 
Gemara (not in a Beis Aveil) ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Which Shemona Esrei will never be said twice as Tashlumin ?)  
The Shaarei Teshuvah (j”ut 108:12) quotes the Rashba who says 
that if one forgot Yaaleh V’Yavo during Shacharis, he must daven 
Mincha twice – not Musaf. Also, Musaf itself cannot be made up, 
if missed. Pri Megadim (j”ut 108:5) says the same about Neilah.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
Since a tenant today cannot be easily evicted by his landlord, a 
tenancy is deemed equivalent to a sale/purchase, and therefore, an 
obligation exists to attach mezuzos immediately, and not within 
up to 30 days, as the general Halacha requires for outside Eretz 
Yisroel. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 1:644) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yevamos 62b) states that: ohbcf iv hrv ohbc hbc – 
grandchildren are counted as children towards the fulfillment of 
the mitzvah of ucru urp. The Beis Shmuel (z”gvt 129:19) cites the 
MaHarshal who ruled that even in a Get, if the husband’s name is 
written as Reuven b. Shimon, where Shimon is not his father’s 
name, but rather his grandfather’s name, the Get is still valid. As 
such, the Posuk says: lhct ovrct heukt ‘s hbt – Hashem 
identifying Himself to Yaakov as the G-d of his father Avrohom, 
when Avrohom was Yaakov’s grandfather. Similarly, Yaakov 
inquired regarding Lavan b. Nachor, where Lavan’s father was 
Besuel, and Nachor was Lavan’s grandfather, further illustrating 
that one is considered a son of his grandfather. R’ Akiva Eiger 
cites the Pri Megadim (j”ut 139:1) who considers whether the 
same result would apply to a great-grandfather and leans toward 
invalidating such a Get. However, the Gemara (Berachos 10a) 
quotes Chizkiya HaMelech as saying: tct hct ,hcn hbkcuen lf – 
so have I received from the house of my father’s father (that even 
if a sharp sword lays upon one’s neck, he should not stop praying 
for mercy). Rashi explains that tct hct refers to Dovid 
HaMelech, who was Chizkiyah’s ancestor from many generations 
before, and yet he is referred to as his “grandfather”. There are 
many such references in Chazal, such as where R’ Yehudah b. 
Besaira said he was from ovhbc hbc of those whom Yechezkel had 
resurrected, even though hundreds of years had passed since then. 
The Shvus Yaakov (1:173) was asked if a bequest to uhsfb uhbc hbc 
also included great-grandchildren, and after rebutting references 
such as those above, he concluded that it  did not, because people 
tend not to mean more than they actually say, limiting the bequest 
to grandchildren. a"g By the same token, although people may 
limit identification of their “children” to grandchildren, it is also 
common for people to refer to prior generations without 
limitation, such that Dovid could be Chizkiya’s grandfather, and 
we would all be the progeny of the “Zeide” Avrohom.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
In the summer of 1905, a telegram arrived at the home of the Rishon 
L’Tzion - Rav Yaakov Shaul Elyashar. In the telegram, the Novominsker 
Rebbe described how 5 non-Jews were convicted in Poland of a crime 
based on the testimony of 2 Jews. If the punishment will be carried out, 
the fear of reprisal against the Jews will be a certainty. The Rebbe asked 
the Rishon L’Tzion to instruct the witnesses to retract their testimony, 
and thereby save the Kehilah. R’ Yaakov Shaul convened a meeting to 
discuss the issue and all those present urged him to accede to the 
Rebbe’s request. However, the Rishon L’Tzion opined that the telegram 
seemed to be a lie, conceived no doubt by relatives of the condemned. 
The damage would be much greater if the witnesses retracted, and the 
court found that they had lied in doing so. One of the men present 
asked: “What if the telegram turns out to be true ?” R’ Yaakov Shaul 
replied: “Go show the telegram to R’ Shmuel Salant”. R’ Shmuel Salant 
also felt that the telegram was forged, and he instructed that a reply be 
sent back saying that the Rabbonim of Yerushalayim have no right to 
meddle in the judicial affairs of another country. A few weeks later, the 
scheme was exposed and the Polish newspapers reported that the 
wisdom of Yerushalayim’s Rabbonim had averted a potential tragedy.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Tyberg family.  


