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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Gemara (Bava Basra 91a) states that when Avrohom was 
Niftar, all the important men from all nations attended his funeral 
and stood in a vrua (line) which was originally arranged as a line 
of mourners, before whom the consolers would pass and extend 
words of comfort. The Gemara adds that these government 
representatives would exclaim “udhvbn scta okugk uk hut” – woe to 
the world that has lost its leader, in recognition of his world 
renown as a giant of Chesed and Emunah. The Gemara 
(Chagigah 14a) characterizes R’ Avahu also as a man held in 
esteem by the government, and on whose behalf respect was 
shown to Bnei Yisroel in his generation. The Gemara (Berachos 
5a) states that R’ Avahu would walk out of the Beis HaKnesses 
during Krias HaTorah between Aliyos. The Chavos Yair (152) 
explains that R’ Avahu was a well-known Askan, that when he 
would frequently visit the caesar’s palace to discuss communal 
matters he would be greeted by the women in the caesar’s 
household, who would call him Prince of his people and Leader 
of his nation. As such, it was vital for R’ Avahu to attend to many 
matters on behalf of Klal Yisroel, frequently necessitating his 
leaving the Beis HaKnesses during Krias HaTorah temporarily. 
The Midrash (Bereshis 62:2) states that before Tzadikim leave the 
world, they are shown their future reward. R’ Avahu was shown 
13 rivers of balsam and was surprised to hear that they were to be 
his reward, as he apparently thought he was undeserving of a 
reward. How could he realistically imagine such a thing ? It must 
be that as he was constantly involved in Askanus, he felt that it 
was taking away time that would have been better applied to 
Torah study. The Gemara (Sotah 40a) states that R’ Chiya b. 
Abba would lecture on Halachic topics while R’ Avahu would 
lecture on Aggadaic topics, presumably because R’ Avahu did not 
have the time to delve into the depth of Halachic topics.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When might someone celebrate a birthday with a ubhjva brocho ?      

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When does an obligation change based on the medium used  ? )  
The Divrei Chaim (n”uj 1:30) rules that although generally, the 
amount of money to be paid for Shadchanus is dependent on the 
custom of the area, when the Shadchanus is being paid using 
goods (e.g. Seforim, jewelry, manuscripts etc..) the value of the 
goods need not exceed 50% of the amount that would have been 
due, had it been paid in cash.                 

DIN'S CORNER:  
Although we do not wear Tefillin on Shabbos because Tefillin is 
called an ,ut and Shabbos is itself an ,ut, this exemption would 
not apply in matters involving other ,u,ut such as Kiddush 
Levana (the sun and moon etc.. are referred to as ,u,utk uhvu) or 
reciting a brocho when seeing a rainbow (which is referred to as 
an ,hrc ,ut), both of which must still be said on Shabbos where 
necessary.  (Shevus Yaakov 3:31) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Gittin 62b) states: oukf ougyha ostk uk ruxt - it is 
forbidden for a man to taste anything, before giving his animal to 
eat. Some versions of this statement replace the word ougyha 
(taste) with kftha (eat). The Sefer Chasidim (531) states that 
when both a man and an animal are thirsty, the man is to be given 
to drink first, restricting the priority of animals to eating only, as 
indicated in the Posuk: ,kftu l,nvck lsac cag h,,bu which 
speaks only of eating. It is also reflected in 1) Rivka’s statement: 
veat lhknd odu v,a rnt,u - where Eliezer received water before 
the camels, and 2) where Hashem instructed Moshe that the water 
emerging from the rock should be given first to the people and 
then to the herds of animals - orhgc ,tu vsgv ,t ,heavu. This 
distinction is also codified by the Magen Avraham (j”ut 167:18). 
However, the Chasam Sofer suggests a different reason to explain 
why these animals were not given priority for drink, pointing out 
that the priority obligation only rests upon the owner of the 
animal. Where someone else is feeding a man and his animal, the 
feeder has no obligation to give the animal priority, for food or 
drink. The Ksav Sofer (j”ut 32) adds that this is indicated in the 
above Gemara which says “ostk uk ruxt” – what need is there 
for the word uk ? It teaches that the food subject to the priority 
rule must be his – i.e., the owner’s food. Therefore, Rivka had no 
obligation to give Eliezer’s camels priority, nor did Moshe have 
to give the same to Bnei Yisroel’s flocks.  The Ksav Sofer does 
however, raise the following question: Perhaps an animal receives 
priority over his master only where the master’s eating is 
optional. However, on Shabbos and Yom Tov, where there is a 
vsugx cuhj, which like all mitzvos involves such elements as 
,uzhrz, perhaps man takes precedence over his animals. At the 
same time, if that were true, then if one said “feed the animal” 
after reciting HaMotzie for such a Seudah, it would be a Hefsek, 
and he would have to say HaMotzie again. The Ksav Sofer leaves 
these questions unresolved, and concludes therefore that one 
should be strict and feed the animals first on Shabbos and Yom 
Tov as well, but not say “feed the animal” after HaMotzie.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Ostrovtzer Rebbe was once sitting at a Tish where, because of a 
recent incident, the discussion concerned a Get, and the inability of a 
husband to effect a divorce because of the Cherem of Rabbeinu 
Gershom, which prohibits divorce without the wife’s consent. Someone 
remarked that perhaps we should not always be Machmir so strongly on 
this part of his Cherem. The Ostrovtzer Rebbe objected to this 
suggestion. He asked if anyone knew why Rabbeinu Gershom was called 
“Meor HaGolah”, a title no one else seemed to have. He explained that 
the relationship between Klal Yisroel and Hashem is likened to a 
marriage. Just as if a wife does not do her husband’s bidding, the Torah 
permits him to divorce her, if Klal Yisroel sins against Hashem, He would 
easily divorce us. As such, we could be left in this dark and endless 
Galus, divorced, with no future. Rabbeinu Gershom lit it up for us, by 
eliminating that threat. He certainly didn’t need it for himself, and did it 
only for us. How can we treat it with anything but the utmost respect ?  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family. (Please 
visit www.perekmishna.com for a worthwhile timely undertaking) 
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