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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Gemara (Gittin 52a) relates that there were two neighbors 
who fought with each other every Friday, until R' Meir moved 
into their neighborhood and caused them to be at peace with one 
another for three consecutive weeks. Afterwards, the voice of the 
iya could be heard complaining that R' Meir had removed him 
from a very comfortable residence. The Gemara (Shabbos 31a) 
describes how two men made a 400 Zuz wager over whether 
Hillel, who was known for his patience and humility, could be 
angered. One of them came calling on Hillel one Friday afternoon 
while Hillel was washing his head and asked him several inane 
questions, all of which Hillel answered calmly. The man left and 
came back an hour later to do the same thing.  Again, Hillel 
treated him with patience and respect. Interestingly, both of these 
events occurred on Friday. Why specifically on a Friday ? The 
Yalkut states that after Adam HaRishon sinned in Gan Eden (on 
Friday), he was supposed to die. Shabbos then approached 
Hashem and said: No creature has died during the first six days of 
Creation; shall dying begin with me ? Is this the meaning of the  
vfrc in hghcav ouh ,t oheukt lrchu and the symbol of vause in: 
u,ut asehu that one should suffer pain and/or death on this day ? 
As Hakoras HaTov for being saved, Adam authored the hymn 
,cav ouhk rha runzn. Rav Pam k"mz writes in lknk vryg that this 
tendency continues to remain relevant to Fridays, where the rush 
to get ready for Shabbos can make people short-tempered, 
impatient and insensitive. What's worse, many may think that the 
arguing and irritability are even permitted vumn oak ! In truth, 
however, it is just another example of how misplaced emphasis 
related to a mitzvah can degrade urcjk ost ihc.       

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Who does not need to repeat Shemona Esrei on Rosh Chodesh 
despite having left out Yaaleh V’Yavo during Shacharis ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Is it appropriate for a childless couple to change their names(s) ?)  
The ejmh ,hc lubhj (g”vt 20) stated that although we only find 
Shinui HaShem in Shulchan Aruch with regard to the sick, it is 
appropriate to do so for the childless, as may be derived from the 
Avos and Imahos. It doesn’t seem to have been practiced often,  
presumably because of the attendant embarrassment, but those 
whose Kavanah is L’Sheim Shomayim should definitely do it.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If a Tzibur begins Mincha late in the day and there may not be 
sufficient time to complete both the silent Amidah and the 
Chazoras HaShatz, the Shliach Tzibur may begin Chazoras 
HaShatz immediately after Kadish, and continue thru Kedusha 
until after ause v,t. If the Tzibur fears it may not have sufficient 
time to begin and complete the Amidah at that point, they should 
begin their own Shemona Esrei with the Shliach Tzibur, saying 
each word  together, but try to have at least one person available 
to answer int to the Shliach Tzibur’s 3 berachos. (MB 124:10) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Berachos 61a) cites a Machlokes between Rav and 
Shmuel over the meaning of the words: gkmv ,t oheukt ‘s ichu – 
Hashem built the side. One holds that the “side” refers to a 
woman, and that Hashem fashioned Adam as a double person – 
one male and one female. The other held that the “side” referred 
to a tail, which presumably, Adam had. The Gemara (Yevamos 
61b) derives from: usck ostv ,uhv cuy tk that it is Assur for a 
man to remain without a wife. Is it also Assur for a woman to 
remain unmarried ? The answer may depend on the above 
Machlokes. If Hashem had made Adam as two people, then the 
expression of  usck ostv ,uhv cuy tk would refer to the full ostv, 
which included the woman part as well. If gkmv means a tail, then 
unmarried women would not find themselves in a prohibited 
situation, since women had not yet been created when Hashem 
spoke the words: usck ostv ,uhv cuy tk. The Gemara (Kidushin 
41a) states that a woman may appoint an agent to accept Kidushin 
(betrothal) on her behalf, but it is a greater mitzvah when she 
accepts the Kidushin herself. What mitzvah is it that she is 
performing? The RaN says that although she is not obligated in 
the mitzvah of ucru urp, still she fulfills a mitzvah by assisting her 
husband in his obligation to procreate. Apparently, the RaN does 
not hold that the woman was bound by a personal obligation not 
to remain unmarried. However, is “assisting” the husband an 
important enough mitzvah to warrant her doing it herself ? The 
Gemara (ibid 70a) describes how R’ Yehudah found R’ Nachman 
building a Maakeh (fence around his roof) and criticized him for 
publicly engaging in physical labor, something a community 
leader is not permitted to do. R’ Nachman responded that he was 
only making a small piece of a fence. The RaDaL explains that 
building a Maakeh was a protective mitzvah that even a Talmid 
Chochom  may engage in. Thus, we see that a mitzvah (Maakeh) 
whose purpose is to protect others from danger, is important 
enough to allow a Talmid Chochom to engage in it himself, rather 
than to perform it thru an agent. A wife also serves to protect her 
husband from sin, and in this, we also say that the mitzvah is  
important enough that she should accept the Kidushin herself.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Jew came to R’ Matisyahu Shtifinishter and asked for a brocho to save 
him from being drafted into the army. R’ Matisyahu asked him which 
aspect of military life did he believe would be his biggest difficulty – 
keeping Shabbos, Kashrus or some other Torah challenge. The young 
man replied that those were not his concerns because he didn’t observe 
them anyway. His main concern was his elderly, frail mother, whom no 
one but he took care of. What would happen to her if he were drafted ? 
R’ Matisyahu looked at him for a moment and then said: “Your concern 
is also worthwhile. My advice to you is to register with the military draft, 
and I wish you that they should be as impressed with you as I am”. 
Apparently they were, and he was discharged.     
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family. (Please 
visit www.perekmishna.com for a worthwhile timely undertaking) 
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