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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Pesachim 112a) says that although R’ Akiva’s 
general rule states: ,uhrck lrym, ktu kuj l,ca vag (treat your 
Shabbos as a weekday rather than depend on others), one must 
nevertheless still beg or borrow to fulfill the mitzvah of 4 cups of 
wine on Pesach, because that mitzvah involves Pirsumei Nisa. 
The Rambam (Shabbos 5:1) rules that to fulfill ,ca dbug, even if 
one has nothing to eat, he must beg to obtain Shabbos candles. 
The Rambam (Chanukah 4:12) rules that one must also/even sell 
one’s garment to secure Chanukah candles, an effort that he does 
not state regarding Shabbos candles. Yet, the Gemara (Shabbos 
23b) states that if one has only one candle, he must use it for 
Shabbos instead of Chanukah, which has led to the famous 
question: if one must sell one’s garment for a Chanukah candle, 
but need not do so for a Shabbos candle, then how is one to 
proceed, if the candle he purchases by selling his garment must 
then be used for Shabbos over Chanukah ?  The Or Sameach 
(Shabbos 5:1) states with conviction that one must also sell one’s 
garment to purchase a Shabbos candle, for if a Shabbos candle 
takes precedence over that of Chanukah, it certainly requires at 
least an equivalent sacrifice. But then, why does the Rambam not 
list the obligation to sell one’s garment regarding a Shabbos 
candle ?  The Rambam mentions Shabbos candles in two places: 
a) when discussing ,ca dbug (Shabbos 5:1) and b) when discussing 
,ca sucf (Shabbos 30:5). Another contribution to ,ca sucf is the 
requirement that one wear special clean, non-weekday garments 
for Shabbos (ibid 30:3). As such, one could hardly be required to 
forgo one form of ,ca sucf (clothing) in order to fulfill another 
form of ,ca sucf (candles) by selling his garment and lighting 
Shabbos candles without it. However, the temporary discomfiture 
of begging for funds before Shabbos with which to purchase 
candles in order to fulfill ,ca dbug does not detract from the dbug 
that will later be enjoyed. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is drinking coffee Halachically preferable over water ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(From whom can one receive ,hcr, but one may not pay it to ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 159:2) rules that one may not pay 
interest to a Mumar (apostate), as he is still a Jew and one may 
not cause him to sin (by accepting it). However, one may collect 
interest from him because we need not be concerned with his 
financial welfare, which is the underlying concern in the laws of 
Ribis. The Rema disagrees and recommends that we be Machmir.        

DIN'S CORNER:  
One begins to say rynu ky i,u during Maariv on Dec. 4 (or 5) and 
must repeat the Shemona Esrei if it is not said. One may include it 
in (or just after)  vkhp, gnua if it was forgotten during ubhkg lrc, 
and beyond that, as long as one has not yet stepped back (or said 
the concluding words: … hp hrnt iumrk uhvh), he/she should go 
back to ubhkg lrc and continue on from there. (MB 117:16-18)     

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 102b) states that Shechem was a place 
designated for calamity. It was there that Dina suffered, that 
Yosef was sold by his brothers and where the kingdom of Dovid 
HaMelech was split into Malchus Yehudah and Malchus Yisroel. 
Rashi notes that the Posuk states that Yosef was sold in Dosan – 
not in Shechem, but explains that Dosan was a village near 
Shechem, and was therefore referred to as Shechem. Similarly, 
the Gemara (Makos 10a) asks how Chevron could have been an 
Ir Miklat, if the Torah says it was given to Calev. The Gemara 
explains that Calev was given the villages surrounding Chevron, 
which were known generally by that name - Chevron. 
Additionally, the Gemara (Nedarim 56b) states that if one vows 
to refrain from entering a certain city, it is permitted for him to 
enter the Techum (within the 2000 Amos boundary) around the 
city, as that area is described in the Posuk: rhgk .ujn o,usnu (and 
you should measure outside the city) – specifically designating it 
as outside and not included in the city. But he may not enter the 
Ibur (the 70.67 Amos inner boundary) around the city, as that area 
is still considered part of the city itself. As such, would we not 
have to conclude that Dosan must have been within the 70.67 
Amos outside of Shechem, and that Calev’s villages were all 
within that 70.67 Amos boundary surrounding Chevron as well ? 
But would there have been any point to giving a separate 
municipal name to an area so close to the main city itself ?  The 
ShaCH (s”uh 117:35) quotes the MaHarshal who says that the 
distinction between Techum and Ibur only applies in the case of 
vows, where words are given the meaning commonly used by 
people. However, in all other matters, the Techum area is also 
considered to be part of the city, providing a more reasonable 
arrangement for the villages around Shechem and Chevron.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
In the 1950’s, on the lower east side of New York, there lived a man 
who kept his store open on Shabbos. Admittedly, he would walk to the 
store on Shabbos, and in his home, there was a Blech over the stove, 
and in all other respects, he was basically compliant with Halacha. He 
used to frequent Yeshiva Rabbi Yaakov Yosef, and particularly enjoyed 
speaking with Rav Tuvia Goldstein, one of the Magidei Shiur. In 
response to R’ Tuvia’s entreaties to close his store on Shabbos, the 
storekeeper would ask R’ Tuvia to distinguish for him between those 
Melachos which were MiD’Oraisa and which were D’Rabanan (R’ Tuvia 
refused). One day, a woman entered the Yeshiva and asked R’ Tuvia a 
Shaila. She had 2 sons, and their school was taking them on a trip to the 
Museum of Natural History. As her sons were Kohanim, she wondered if 
they could go, in light of the mummies displayed there. R’ Tuvia allowed 
them to go. The storekeeper gazed with wonder at a woman who didn’t 
speak any Yiddish, was not dressed modestly, but was concerned over 
her two young sons’ possible Tum’ah, and decided to close his store on 
Shabbos. R’ Tuvia observed that one should never give up on people, 
because one never knew what would work.     
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


