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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Yoma 22a) states that originally, the daily task of 
separating a shoveful of ash from the Mizbeyach was awarded to 
whichever Kohen arrived first every morning. If more than one 
arrived, they would race up the ramp, and whoever came within 4 
Amos of the top first would win the privilege. Once, one Kohen 
pushed another out of his way as they raced up, causing him to 
fall and break his leg. Thereupon, Beis Din instituted that this task 
would be awarded by drawing lots. The Gemara (ibid 23a) relates 
that a similar incident resulted in one Kohen stabbing another to 
get ahead of him. The Gemara determines that the stabbing 
tragedy occurred before the broken leg incident, but Beis Din did 
not act then, thinking it was a one-time occurrence. The Gemara 
(Chulin 49a) states that R’ Yishmael permitted the Kohanim to eat 
the fat that is on the maw (a part of the stomach given to Kohanim 
as vbuvf ,b,n) and the Gemara memorializes this with a 
statement: hbvf ghhxn tbvf ktgnah – [R’] Yishmael the Kohen 
[always] helps Kohanim. The Gemara asks where we find another 
example of R’ Yishmael helping Kohanim, and answers that 
according to R’ Yishmael, the words: ofrct hbtu in Birchas 
Kohanim refer to Hashem blessing the Kohanim. (R’ Akiva says 
it refers to Hashem blessing Bnei Yisroel through the mouths of 
the Kohanim) Tosafos notes that the Gemara’s question was 
based on the premise that to merit a name: “hbvf ghhxn” there had 
to have been more than one example. One isolated opinion would 
not suffice, but two was enough to create a descriptive name. The 
HaDrash VeHaIyun suggests that this could be the meaning of 
Eisav’s observation that Yaakov’s name fit him so appropriately - 
ohngp vz hbceghu, as he had now “outwitted” Eisav twice – once 
with the Bechorah and now with the berachos.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Kadish has 10 forms of praise for Hashem. Why is there such a 
break between the first two words  - ase,hu ksd,h and all of the 
others  - …’ufu jc,ahu lrc,h ?           

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What Issur becomes Mutar when one studies about it?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (j"ut 275:7) states that although it is ruxt 
for a man to study Torah on Shabbos to the light of a candle, to 
avoid the risk of his adjusting it, yet, he is permitted to study the 
laws of ihehksn vnc to the light of a candle, because he is sure to 
remain alert to the ruxht while studying those very Dinim.       

DIN'S CORNER:  
When Sholosh Seudos stretches into Motzai Shabbos, if Shabbos 
was also Chanukah or Rosh Chodesh, one adds ohxhbv kg and/or 
tchu vkgh to vmr during bentching, because the meal started on 
Shabbos, but if Sunday starts Chanukah, Purim or Rosh Chodesh, 
one should not add ohxhbv kg or tchu vkgh. However, some (TaZ) 
hold that where Sunday is Rosh Chodesh or Yom Tov, if one ate 
bread after nightfall, tchu vkgh should be added. (MB 188:33-4).  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 59a) relates that R’ Abba was unaware 
that R’ Gidel was negotiating to purchase a certain property, and 
R’ Abba bought it. R’ Zeira brought it to R’ Abba’s attention, as 
such an act is called: ubnhv vkybu rjt tcu vrrjc lpvnv hbg – where 
a poor man is attempting to obtain a cake, and someone else 
comes by and takes it. Such a person is branded by Chazal as a 
Rasha for taking away the poor man’s livelihood. R’ Abba said he 
would give it to R’ Gidel as a gift, but R’ Gidel refused, and the 
property was left without ownership. Some Meforshim wonder 
how Yaakov’s appropriation of the berachos intended for Eisav 
was any different. The Chasam Sofer (n”uj 61) dealt with a young 
butcher who took an extended vacation, and since no one was 
paying the tax in his absence, another man was appointed to move 
into his shop and conduct the business. When the boy returned, 
the man refused to leave, arguing that as a married man with 
children, he had more right to the business than the boy had. The 
Chasam Sofer was initially inclined to brand the man a Rasha, but 
in the end, he agreed with his claim of greater priority as a family 
man. Should not Eisav have had the same priority, as he was 
already married ? The Chasam Sofer cited a Teshuvah from the 
Chavos Yair (42) where Reuven sold a rich man’s horses for him, 
and was instructed to purchase better ones with the money. 
Reuven seemed to have a problem finding new horses to buy, but 
Shimon managed to sell horses to the rich man, who told him to 
get the money from Reuven. Reuven accused Shimon of taking 
away his livelihood, claiming that he had regular dealings with 
the rich man. The Chavos Yair held for Shimon, since Reuven 
produced no horses. Similarly, the Midrash Tanchuma (11) says 
that whenever Eisav trapped a deer, a ltkn freed it. As such, 
since Eisav also produced no food for Yitzchok, Yaakov obtained 
the berachos by right as the Chavos Yair ruled.    
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Mordechai Benet, Rav of Nikolsburg, sent a difficult Sheilah to the 
Chasam Sofer, regarding a Heter for an Agunah. The Chasam Sofer was 
preparing to take a nap, and when he awoke, he looked at the Sheilah, 
wrote out an answer and gave it to his son, the Ksav Sofer, instructing 
him to mail it back to Rav Benet in Nikolsburg. The Ksav Sofer felt a 
little uncomfortable with his father’s quick response to the Sheilah. Rav 
Benet was known to be a tremendous Gaon, and if he was asking a 
question which he could not resolve, the Ksav Sofer felt that his father 
should have taken an extra day to think about it. A few days later, the 
Chasam Sofer noticed that the response letter had not been sent. He 
asked the Ksav Sofer about it, and the Ksav Sofer described his 
misgivings, asking the Chasam Sofer to look it over again. The Chasam 
Sofer assured him that in every generation, Hashem provides someone 
to answer the difficult questions of the day. Apparently, since he seems 
to be getting the Sheilos sent to him, Hashem had chosen him to 
answer them. He had studied and learned as much as he could, and he 
renders every Psak entirely LiShmah, to explicate Halacha according to 
the Torah’s truth. “No one should suspect Hashem of arranging a 
Sheilah to be asked in order for me to stumble and make a mistake. As 
such, you can send the response to Nikolsburg without compunction”. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sorscher family. 


