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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Berachos 17a) states that Hashem gave women a 
greater guarantee than to the men, calling them ,ujyc ,ubc, which 
Rav expounds to refer to the reward women will receive for 
bringing their children to study Torah, for sending their husbands 
to study Torah and waiting for them to return. The MaHarash 
Primo notes that the Rishonim explain the “greater” aspect of the 
women’s guarantee as referring to the full and complete S’char of 
vnak vru, that the women will receive even if the husband’s 
Torah study is vnak tka - lacking in sincerity. The same could be 
said for the arrangement of Zevulun and Yissachar cited by Rashi 
from Midrash Tanchuma on the Posuk: iufah ohnh ;ujk ikucz, 
whereby Zevulun should receive S’char of vnak vru, for his 
support of Yissachar, even if Yissachar’s Torah study is lacking. 
However, the MaHarash cites the Gemara (Bava Kamma 16b) 
where Yirmiyah asks Hashem to punish those who had tried to kill 
him, by causing their Tzedakah to be given to unworthy people, 
thereby depriving them of the protection that Tzedakah normally 
provides. Would this not indicate that if the actual mitzvah goes 
awry, that so would the S’char ? The Nimukei Yosef  (citing the 
RaMah) limits this “no S’char” to where one knowingly gave 
Tzedakah to unworthy people. However, if one has no knowledge 
of their unworthiness, he does receive S’char. Is one obligated to 
investigate every apparent pauper to confirm that he is worthy ? If 
so, perhaps the wife should investigate her husband to determine 
if he is studying vnak vru,, and Zevulun should do the same with 
Yissachar. The Gemara (Bava Basra 9a) records a Machlokes on 
the topic of providing Tzedakah without investigating the 
worthiness of the apparent pauper. R’ Huna says that one should 
investigate requests for food, but not for clothing; R’ Yehudah 
says just the opposite. Thus, some responsibility exists to ensure 
that one is fulfilling Tzedakah correctly. With regard to Torah 
study however, the Afarkasta D’Anya (1:57) suggests that 
Zevulun’s Kavanah joins with Yissachar’s deed, and at least for 
Zevulun, the S’char he receives is for vnak vru,.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is one (an adult Jew) only permitted to review what he had 
learned before, but not to study something new ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What is one encouraged to learn himself but not teach others ?)  
Rashi (Megilah 21b) states that the main study of tren is vru,, 
and not so much thcb which has very little Halachos. R’ Shlomo 
Kluger notes the Gemara (Berachos 28b): iuhdvv in ofhbc ugbn, 
where Rashi explains that one should not teach children (ofhbc) so 
much tren (Navi), but for oneself, one should learn it.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one wishes to daven a Tefilas Nedavah he must first assess 
himself to determine if he is capable of having proper Kavanah 
for every word of the entire Shemonah Esrei. If he will be unable 
to do so, he should not say it. htukv he should have Kavanah 
during the 3 permanent daily Tefilos. (SA j”ut 107:4) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Sotah 7b) states that it was necessary for Yehudah 
to confess, as Tamar’s life was at risk. Why, however, did Reuven 
confess (to having disturbed Yaakov’s bed), in light of Rav 
Sheshes’ statement that only a pompous person publicizes his sin ?  
The Gemara answers that Reuven’s intention was to release his 
brothers from suspicion. The Gemara (Yoma 86b) resolves an 
apparent contradiction between a Posuk which praises one who 
does not reveal his sins, and a Posuk: jhkmh tk uhgap vxfn – one 
who covers up his sins will not succeed. One resolution is that one 
should reveal only those sins which are already known; and 
another distinction is made between sins urcjk ost ihc, which 
should be revealed, and those ouenk ost ihc, which should not. 
Chochmas Shlomo (j”ut 607:2) asks why the Gemara didn’t 
illustrate jhkmh tk uhgap vxfn as the Gemara did in Sotah, that 
sins should be revealed to remove suspicion from others. At the 
same time, Chochmas Shlomo questions why the Gemara in Sotah 
did not answer, as it does in Yoma, that Reuven was justified in 
confessing his sin, which was urcjk ost ihc – against Yaakov.  
Igros Moshe (s”uh 4:47) points out that when Yaakov said to 
Reuven: vkg hgumh ,kkj zt, Rashi notes that the sin was not 
defined against Yaakov, but against the Shechinah, making it a sin 
ouenk ost ihc, which should not be revealed, except if it will 
release others from suspicion, as the Gemara in Sotah stated. He 
further notes that the words jhkmh tk indicate a failed attempt, and 
do not fit the Gemara’s recommendation that one reveal a sin to 
release others from suspicion. He suggests that jhkmh tk more 
accurately fits one who would be tempted to deny having sinned, 
even ouenk ost ihc, to minimize Chilul Hashem, in the belief that 
the one who is asking him if he sinned, doesn’t know that he did. 
Igros Moshe opines that the Posuk states he will not succeed, and 
instead should admit to the sin, and add that he has done 
Teshuvah. Furthermore, in the case of urcjk ost ihc, he will not 
achieve a Kaparah without appeasing urcj. He might not succeed 
in that endeavor without assistance from others, e.g. the Rambam 
(vcua, 2:9) who advises to bring 3 people with him when asking 
for forgiveness, or entreaties by others on his behalf. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A businessman had just completed a large purchase of Esrogim, and he 
knew that he had two possible options for transporting them. He also 
realized that he had very little information on the two forms of transport, 
and would need to speak to someone. As he was planning on 
approaching R’ Simcha Bunim of Otbotzek eventually anyway, he 
decided to go to him directly and ask what he thought. R’ Simcha Bunim 
listened to his question, and began describing a Gemara (Sanhedrin 
16a) which stated that before Dovid HaMelech went to war, he first 
consulted with Doeg and Achitofel, then with the Sanhedrin, and finally, 
with the Urim V’Tumim.  Why didn’t Dovid go directly to the Urim 
V’Tumim immediately, rather than waste time with the earlier steps ? The 
answer is that first one has to use his own intellect to understand his 
options. Only then can he go to the Urim V’Tumim to receive divine 
guidance. You too must figure out what your options are. If you are still 
uncertain, I will gladly discuss them with you and try to help you decide.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Redlich family. 


