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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Chulin 222b) states that when one is travelling and 
has decided to retire for the evening, he must seek out a Shul in 
order to daven with a minyan. If he can find one within 4 mil, 
continuing in the direction he was traveling, he must exert himself 
to reach it. If he passed one previously, he must return to it, up to 
1 mil. The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 90:16) rules accordingly. If one 
cannot find a minyan within those distances, he may daven 
privately, and the Mishna Berurah (90:52) notes that one who is 
at home, is also obligated to find a Shul within 1 mil. If one is so 
clearly obligated, why does the Shulchan Aruch (ibid 90:9) state: 
rucmv og ,xbfv ,hcc kkp,vk ost ks,ah – using the word ks,ah, 
which seemingly reduces the imperative to a recommendation that 
one try to daven in Shul with a Tzibur ?  Igros Moshe (j”ut 2:27) 
cautions against making this mistake, stating that davening with a 
minyan is not a rushv or a vkgn, but is rather a vumn cuhj 
incumbent upon everyone. The word ks,ah is used because we 
see that tjrhy is a factor, exempting one from having to exert 
himself further than 1 mil. As such, each person, when faced with 
any tjrhy that challenges his ability to go to Shul, must decide 
whether that tjrhy is a greater burden than complying with the 1 
mil standard, based on his unique circumstances. The term ks,ah 
is thus used to encourage one to be Machmir on oneself, and not 
assume that every tjrhy is significant. The Rambam (vcua, 7:1) 
states that since man has free choice, vcua, ,uagk ost ks,ah – 
further indicating that ks,ah is a word used to encourage one to 
fight the battle within himself, and do the right thing. The 
Rambam also explains:  aht ,uhvk ks,av ohabt ihta ouencu (Avos 
2:6) accordingly, advising one who has no Chochom to teach him, 
to challenge and accustom himself to learn what he must on his 
own. As the Posuk says that Yaakov was alone (usck cegh r,uhu), 
he was forced to wrestle with himself - ung aht ecthu (see 
Targum: vhnhg trcd ks,atu) in order to fulfill  aht ,uhvk ks,av.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What Tefilah, said periodically throughout the year, carries within 
its first few words, an acronym of its female authoress ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What would be Muktzeh on Friday, long before Kabolas Shabbos ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 263:14) states that a candle lit for 
Shabbos is immediately Muktzeh. The Mishna Berurah (57) cites 
the Pri Megadim who says that even if the one who lit did so on  
condition not to be Mekabel Shabbos yet, it becomes Muktzeh to 
her/him, and therefore it is Muktzeh to everyone else.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not lend money without witnesses present. To do so 
would transgress rug hbpk as it would encourage the borrower to 
deny having borrowed the money. As common practice seems to 
ignore this Halacha, its application has been limited to those who 
regularly lend money, where the borrower may believe that the 
lender will be unable to keep track of his outstanding loans, and 
be encouraged to take a chance and lie. (Erech Shai n”uj70) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Shabbos 31b) states that women may die during 
childbirth for not having been scrupulous in the laws of Nidah, 
Challah or Ner Shabbos. Igros Moshe (s”uh 2:74) derives from 
here that under normal circumstances, childbirth itself is not to be 
deemed dangerous, for Hashem would not have fashioned a world 
in such a way as to require women to place themselves in vbfx to 
keep it going, especially since procreation is also a mitzvah. Those 
women who k”jr do not survive it are presumed to have been due 
a punishment, but under normal circumstances, it is apparent that 
Hashem confers upon women a special protection from the stress 
of childbirth. Shaarei Halachos (9 p.4) agrees with this 
conclusion but questions the premise, citing Rashi (ibid 32a) who 
says that a woman does enter a period of vbfx during childbirth, 
and pointing out that Rochel died during the birth of Binyamin 
with no evidence of her having transgressed any of the above 
laws. He further states that this is why women are not personally 
obligated in the mitzvah of procreation, as Hashem would not 
force them into a situation of vbfx, but they are free to accept the 
role of birthing upon themselves if they wish, the same way that 
people may embark upon journeys that require knudv ,frc to be 
said at the conclusion, because it is normal and necessary, despite 
the possibility of danger. Both Igros Moshe and Shaarei Halachos 
agree that the special protection provided by Hashem is limited to 
the originally scheduled birth-time, and would not be effective if 
labor and birth were induced to an earlier time, or if the birth was 
by Caeserean section for purposes of convenience, subject of 
course, to Pikuach Nefesh and medical necessity. As such, to place 
a woman in a state of unprotected vbfx by inducing an expedited 
birth would be prohibited. It is also worth noting that if inducing 
an expedited birth were permitted, one could propose that Chilul 
Shabbos for childbirth and Bris Milah could be avoided with 
careful planning. As no such imperative has developed, it is clear 
that the Heavenly scheduling should not be tampered with.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
An “older” single girl once entered a shop to purchase a scarf. She 
selected an expensive one and asked the storekeeper if it was free of 
Shaatnez. He replied indignantly: “Do you think I would have Shaatnez 
garments in my store ?!” She asked him what would happen if in fact, 
the scarf did have Shaatnez. He replied that he would take it back and 
give her a credit for other items. She asked him to put it in writing, 
which he did. She then took the purchased scarf to a Shaatnez tester 
who determined that it didn’t contain Shaatnez, but was made entirely 
from Shaatnez. Incensed, she grabbed her receipt, but before returning 
to the store, she told her father the story. He advised her not to return 
the scarf, as the unscrupulous store owner would just sell it to another 
unsuspecting girl. When a local Rav said that he felt it was permitted for 
her to return it, she sent the question to R’ Eliyashiv ZTL, who agreed 
with her father. The girl then took the scarf to a nearby Seminary, and 
asked the administrator to carry the scarf into each of the classes, show 
it to the girls and explain to them how careful each of them must be, and 
not rely on store owners. That evening, someone called to suggest a 
Shidduch for our heroine, and shortly afterwards, she was engaged. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


