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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Taanis 8b) states that when one enters a granary to 
measure his grain, he recites a brocho: vzv hrfc vfrc jkuav lurc, 
blessing Hashem for putting a brocho into his grain. If he says this 
brocho after measuring, it is in vain, because a brocho will not be 
found in something counted, measured or weighed. It will only be 
found in something ihgv in hunx, where the quantity is hidden from 
the eye. The Sefas Emes asks how one can be so sure the grain 
will be blessed, that he can recite the brocho beforehand. He cites 
the Kesef Mishna (,ufrc 10:22) who says in the name of the 
Ramban that when does one go in to measure his grain ? When he 
needs to separate Terumah and Maaser. Since the Torah assures 
one of a brocho for such separations, one may rely on that brocho 
and recite the blessing. The Mizrachi gives the same answer to 
explain why Yitzchok measured his field in Grar, and found 100 
times what was expected. Igros Moshe (s”uh 4:36:5) cites the 
Rambam (vru, sunk, 1:10-11) who says that one is obligated to 
study Torah his entire life, so as not to forget what he learned. 
However, he needs to also support himself and his family, so he 
may take off time from Torah in order to work. But he should 
only be able to take off enough time to earn the minimum that he 
needs to subsist. Since the only way a person can become wealthy 
is thru Hashem’s pre-measurement brocho, which is given only to 
those who behave correctly, one who has a field should only work 
it as much as is necessary. However, through the generations, do 
we not find many people engaged in amassing wealth, at the 
expense of Torah study ? Igros Moshe concludes that the absolute 
obligation to work no more than necessary is directed by the 
Rambam (,”, 3:6) at those who wish to be crowned with the 
Keser Torah. Everyone else may take advantage of the Heter to 
provide Parnasah in order to earn more than is minimally 
necessary, and will still hopefully, merit Hashem’s brocho. a"g  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Upon visiting whose burial place is no brocho recited to 
remember a miracle that happened to him, yet, he and his miracle 
are remembered in a brocho when visiting another’s burial spot ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would Aliyos be give to Kohen, Levi, Yisroel, Kohen, Levi, etc.. ?)  
The Mishna Berurah (j”ut 135:44) rules that if there are only two 
men who are Leviim and two men who are a Yisroel, the rest being 
Kohanim, the first six Aliyos would be given out in the above 
sequence, and the 7th Aliyah, plus any additional, would go to 
Kohanim.      

DIN'S CORNER:  
In Eretz Yisroel, if it has not yet rained by 17 Cheshvan, the 
Talmidei Chachomim (one who can answer Halacha questions on 
his study) and their good students must begin to fast on Monday-
Thursday-Monday. Students who have not reached a sufficient 
level of scholarship may also fast if they wish, but everyone else 
may not fast, as to do so would give the impression of trvuh – 
false pretense of being a Talmid Chochom. (MB 575:3)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 75b) states that utensils for eating, 
purchased from an idolater, must undergo Tevilah in a mikveh 
before they can be used, but not if they were merely borrowed 
from the idolater, as borrowing does not involve a transfer of 
ownership. The Gemara asks: what if a Jew receives such a 
utensil from an idolater as collateral for a loan, since in some 
respects, the holder of the collateral is deemed its owner ? Mar b. 
Rav Ashi related that his father once received a silver goblet as 
collateral from an idolater, and he immersed it before using it to 
drink from. However, Mar did not know if his father did so 
because he held that collateral is acquired, or because he knew 
that the idolater  intended not to repay the loan. The Rambam 
(,uruxt ,ukftn 17:6) rules that such collateral utensils may be 
used and do not require Tevilah. The Poskim (s”uh 120) deal with 
the question of what permitted Rav Ashi to use the goblet, and 
why the Rambam permits it. The Tevuos Shemesh (11) cites an 
opinion which states that although Gezel Akum is prohibited, the 
rules and parameters are not the same as for Jews. For example, it 
is forbidden for a Jew to even use something belonging to another 
Jew without his knowledge (except possibly for a mitzvah). 
However, the prohibition of Gezel Akum would only apply to one 
who actually appropriates for oneself that which belongs to an 
idolater. Simply using it would not be prohibited. As proof, one 
need only look to those who build a Sukkah in a public area 
without permission, or to the fact that Rivka gave Yaakov the 
clothing of Eisav without his knowledge. The Tevuos Shemesh 
refutes this premise, citing the MaHaril’s opinion that using an 
idolater’s property without permission is just as prohibited as 
using a Jew’s, and this position is followed by the Bach, Shach 
and Magen Avrohom. The proof from Sukkah is faulty because 
building a Sukkah on public property is in fact prohibited, as 
outright Gezel. Regarding the garments of Eisav, according to the 
Yerushalmi (Megilah 1:11), these were Bigdei Kehunah in which 
Eisav served Yitzchok. As Yaakov had purchased the Bechorah, 
they rightly belonged to him. If they were the garments stolen 
from Nimrod, then Rivka/Yaakov were cbdv in cbud, and Potur.         
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Talmid Chochom, collecting for Hachnosas Kallah in Amsterdam, 
approached R' Akiva Lehrn for a donation. R' Akiva discovered that the 
man was a Talmid Chochom and engaged him in an enjoyable Torah 
discussion before giving him a generous donation. As the Talmid 
Chochom prepared to leave, R' Akiva told him that when he reaches 
Frankfurt, he should be sure to visit Baron Rothschild and he must tell 
the Baron how much Akiva of Amsterdam gave him. The Talmid 
Chochom was surprised at this apparent conceit on the part of R' Akiva, 
which did not appear to be in character, but he promised to comply. 
Arriving in Frankfurt, the Talmid Chochom went straight to Baron 
Rothschild and reluctantly delivered the message. The Baron told him: 
"You should know that since I don't have the time to check out every 
cause for worthiness, I rely on R' Akiva to do so for me. Our 
arrangement is, whatever he gives, I give 10 times that amount !"  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sorscher family. 


