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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 46b) relates that King Shavor asked R’ 
Chama to cite the Torah source for burial in the earth, and R’ 
Chama did not answer. The Gemara criticizes R’ Chama for not 
citing the Posuk: ubrce, ruce hf, but then acknowledges that ruce 
could also be fulfilled by placing the body in a coffin. 
Nevertheless, the Rambam (kct 12:1) rules that if one leaves 
instructions that he not be buried, those instructions are to be 
ignored, for vruce is a Torah mitzvah as stated: ubrce, ruce hf, 
and he is to be buried directly in the ground. Burying someone 
(fully encased) in a coffin transgresses u,kcb ihk, tk, and 
cremation is an act of Kefirah, as it denies oh,nv ,hhj,. Yet, the 
Rambam (ibid 14:1) states that it is a ovhrcs ka vag ,umn – a 
Rabbinic mitzvah to visit the sick, comfort the mourner, take out 
the deceased for burial, participate in all burial needs, to eulogize, 
dig and bury, etc… How can burial be a Torah mitzvah and a 
Rabbinic one ? The Chelkas Yaakov (3:203) suggests that the 
Torah creates a burial obligation and places it on the deceased’s 
relatives. Aside from that, even if one has relatives to bury him, 
there is also a general mitzvah obligation of Gemilas Chesed 
incumbent upon everyone, which manifests itself in many ways, 
one of which is participation in a burial, and this is Rabbinic.  
What of Yosef, of whom the Posuk says: ohrmnc iurtc oahhu – he 
was placed in a coffin in Egypt, without burial ? Though Yosef 
fulfilled the Torah, even in Egypt, arranging his own burial over 
the wishes and policies applicable to Egyptian royalty would not 
have been possible for him. At least, according to the Baal 
HaTurim, his coffin was left accessible so Bnei Yisroel could take 
it with them for eventual burial. A Jew in Costa Rica was 
unhappy  with the prospect of burial in a non-Jewish cemetery, 
and wished to be cremated. The Chelkas Yaakov (ibid) confirmed 
that ground burial anywhere is always preferable to cremation.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
The Mishna (Avos 3:3) criticizes 3 people who ate together 
without words of Torah. Would they not be tmuh with bentsching ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why would one cut the Challah differently at each Shabbos meal  ?)  
The Tehilah L'Dovid (167:2) states that if one has but one 
Challah loaf for a Shabbos meal, it will not serve as a ink rfz and 
he should cut off a piece before saying thmunv, as he would on a 
weekday. However, during Seudah Shlishis, he should say the 
brocho first even with one loaf, since scghsc one loaf is sufficient.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one has creditors, he is obligated to repay them before giving 
Tzedakah. Even his Maaser money must be used to repay his 
debts. Small amounts may still be given for Tzedakah based on 
the assumption that creditors allow living expenses to come 
before them. One should separate Maaser, give it to the creditor, 
record the amount, and when his financial situation improves, 
“repay” that amount to Tzedakah. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 5:282) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Nedarim 56a) states that Chizkiah HaMelech did 6 
things, only 3 of which found favor in the Chachomim’s eyes. 
One of them was hiding the Sefer Refuos, a special book of cures 
for all illnesses. Rashi explains that he did so because people 
were cured so quickly and easily that illnesses did not encourage 
Teshuvah. Accordingly, the Gemara (Berachos 60a) states that 
when beginning medical treatment one is to say a special Tefilah 
acknowledging the need for Rachamim. Abaye asks: do we not 
derive from tprh tpru that a doctor has permission to heal ? The 
Gemara (Nedarim 41a) states that one should not visit someone 
who has an intestinal or eye disease. As visitors generally remove 
a small percentage of an illness, perhaps, since such people will 
not benefit from Bikur Cholim, a doctor’s visit may be in order. 
Rashi comments on: ktrahc omhptu ceghc oekjt that the itinerant 
Sofrim and Melamdim would come from the tribe of Shimon. The 
Gemara (Pesachim 50b) states that the Anshei Knesses 
HaGedolah fasted 24 times so that Sofrim and others engaged in 
ohna ,ftkn not see a financial brocho from their labor, for fear 
that they would become wealthy and stop providing their service. 
The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 366:2) restricts doctors also from 
accepting payment to provide treatment instruction or advice, 
allowing them only to charge for their time, because of their 
obligation under uk u,ucavu to preserve  a Jew’s life. The ekju sj 
suggests that, since doctors are clearly engaged in ohna ,ftkn 
they probably come from the tribe of Shimon, and would be 
subject to the Tefilah of the Anshei Knesses HaGedolah, to 
restrict their ability to become wealthy. The Tashbetz (,uct idn 
4:45) states that he accepted a paying position as Rav and Dayan 
because he had trained as a doctor, and was unable to make a 
living from it in the land where he resided. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The conditions in the Grodno Yeshiva were difficult and the bochurim 

decided they must do something to demonstrate their dissatisfaction 

with the crowding and lack of food. So, one day they all picked 

themselves up and went to study in one of the Shuls in town, rather 

than in the Yeshiva. The next morning, R’ Shimon Shkop, the Rosh 

Yeshiva, called to several of the older bochurim and asked them to 

please return to the Yeshiva. They complied, which had the effect of 

returning all the “striking” bochurim back. As R’ Shimon began to say a 

Shiur, he asked for a Chumash, and cited Sifsei Chachomim who said 

that Yosef remained imprisoned for 2 extra years as a result of the two 

times he asked the Sar HaMashkim to remember him to Pharaoh. R’ 

Shimon noted: “It appears that had Yosef only asked the Sar HaMashkim 

to remember him once, not twice, he would have remained in prison 

only one extra year. In truth, had he only asked once, he would not have 

remained in prison at all. Once is acceptable as Hishtadlus; twice is 

unnecessary, and may be punishable. You have made your point by 

going elsewhere once. Do not risk what a second time might cause”.    

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Redlich family.    


