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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Kidushin 2b) states that if one wishes to betroth a 
woman and says: h,at ,t hrv the betrothal is valid. The Rashba 
(Teshuvos 209) writes that this is because an vxurt is considered 
u,at. But if he says h,tuab ,t hrv the betrothal is not valid 
because Nisuin cannot be effected through mere language. The 
Avnei Nezer (z”gvt 3) notes that Yaakov said h,at ,t vcv, 
referring to Rochel as his wife even before Nisuin, to illustrate 
how an vxurt is considered u,at. As such, the restrictions 
enacted in the Cherem of Rabbeinu Gershom apply only partially 
to an vxurt, who may not be divorced against her will, since 
divorce is the same, whether one is divorcing an vxurt or a vtuab. 
However, there is no restriction against betrothing one woman 
while being married to another, since the Cherem forbids only 
ohab h,a tahk – marrying two women, not betrothing. The RaN 
cites the Gemara (Kesubos 83a) which says that when Chazal 
enacted a Takanah for someone’s benefit, such as a husband’s 
obligation to support his wife in exchange for her turning over to 
him any income she earns, the wife has a right to say that she 
does not want the Takanah to apply to her. As such, perhaps if 
wife #1 does not mind her husband taking a second wife, she 
should be allowed to say that the Cherem’s restriction, which 
ostensibly is for her benefit, should not apply to her, permitting 
her husband to take a second wife. However, the RaN remains 
doubtful, since the purpose of the Cherem may have been for a 
general social benefit, to prevent strife in the home. Many Poskim 
(Otzar HaPoskim 1:10:61:5) feel that even if the wife indicated 
she wouldn’t mind  the husband marrying a second wife, she may 
be agreeing under pressure to please her husband, against her 
will. The Gemara (Yevamos 61a) states that if a Kohen betrothed 
a widow, and was then appointed Kohen Gadol, he may complete 
the marriage with her, since it began legally. As such, an 
argument could be made to permit a second wife, since the 
betrothal was legal, and he would now be completing the 
marriage with Nisuin. (See Avnei Nezer)  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When does the entire Kriah for the day finish after the first four 
Pesukim of a Parsha ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would a Tzibur not answer a single Amein  ?)  
The Rema (j”ut 53:22) states that if a man seizes the Amud and 
serves as Shliach Tzibur against the wishes of the Tzibur, no one 
should answer Amein to any of his berachos, as they are deemed 
blasphemy.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one forgot to say the words vfrck rynu ky i,u where required 
(from Dec. 5 until Pesach) in the middle of ubhkg lrc, he should 
add it in: a) before completing the brocho of ubhkg lrc; b) before 
rpuac ge,; c) during ubkue gna; d) just after ubkue gna. If he is past 
that, he must go back to ubhkg lrc, and if he already finished 
Shemona Esrei, he must start over again. (MB 117:15-19)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Berachos 54b) states: ,usuvk ihfhrm vgcrt - four 
people must offer thanks after emerging from danger – a sea 
traveler, a wilderness traveler, one who was sick and one who 
was imprisoned. The Gemara asks: lrcn htn - what brocho does 
he recite, and answers ohcuy ohsxj knud…. lurc, which the 
Rishonim modify to …. ‘ufu ,ucuy ohchhjk knudv. The MaHarsha 
notes that one who suffered through (e.g.) an illness may have 
achieved a Kaparah thereby, which absolves him of the need to 
offer a Korban Chatas or Asham, leaving him only with an 
obligation to offer a Korban Todah, which translates into Birchas 
HaGomel. The Beis Yosef (j”ut 219) adds that the Nusach of the 
brocho is therefore ,ucuy ohchhjk knudv because Hashem has just 
bestowed goodness [even] upon one who was a chhj – 
undeserving. The Rif (cegh ihg) asks, shouldn’t the Gemara have 
asked: vsun htn (how does one thank) instead of lrcn htn, and 
answers that there is no “Nusach” for giving thanks – one should 
do so any way and as best one can, which is apparently what Leah 
did when naming Yehudah. The Gemara (ibid) relates that when 
R’ Yehudah recovered from an illness, he was visited by several 
Rabonim who said: ikvhb lcvhs tbnjr lhrc, blessing Hashem who 
gave R’ Yehudah back to them. R’ Yehudah replied that they had 
thereby released him from having to say his own brocho. Why 
had they done this ? Shouldn’t they have mentioned the word 
ohchhj ? The Iyun Yaakov suggests that the Rabonim wanted to 
spare R’ Yehudah the discomfort of reciting ,ucuy ohchhjk knudv 
with a minyan, accepting the role of a chhj in public. But why did 
R’ Yehudah agree to this ? The Beis Yosef (s”uh 281:4) cites the 
Mordechai who says that a Sefer Torah written by a Mamzer is 
Posul because he would not have the proper Kavanah when 
writing Hashem’s name in the Posuk: ‘s kvec rznn tch tk, and 
the same would apply to a Sefer Torah written by a Ger Toshav 
who must write ‘sk v,t ause og hf …vkftu vbb,, …rdk vkcb kf. 
The Maaseh Choshev suggests that R’ Yehudah was also afraid he 

would be unable to have proper Kavanah when reciting Hashem’s 
name in a brocho where he called himself a chhj, and was grateful 
that the Rabonim had released him from saying his own.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
During World War II, the Mirrer Yeshiva escaped the invading Nazis by 
moving east, until they reached Shanghai. Even so, they were not out of 
danger, and their Tefilos had a constant, frantic air about them. During 
Rosh HaShanah, one of the Talmidim inexplicably walked out in the 
middle of davening, only to return a few minutes later wearing a 
different suit. At the end of Musaf, his friends were curious to know why 
he had felt the need to change clothing in the middle of davening. He 
explained to them that he had been experiencing strange difficulties 
when trying to  concentrate on his Tefilos. He felt that his prayers were 
not coming out properly, and he remembered learning that  wearing 
Shaatnez can disturb one’s ability to pray, and prevent a person's Tefilos 
from rising up properly. Realizing that the clothing he was wearing had 
not yet been tested for Shaatnez, he decided to change, and put on his 
weekday suit, just in case. Boruch Hashem, that seemed to do the trick, 
and his difficulties disappeared. After Yom Tov, he had the new suit 
checked, and it was found to contain Shaatnez.    

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Miller family.     


