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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Bava Basra 57b) quotes R’ Chiya who darshens the 
Posuk: grc ,utrn uhbhg omugu (he closes his eyes from seeing 
evil) as referring to one who does not look at women when they 
are engaged in washing laundry. The Gemara asks: if he can 
avoid it by going a different way (and doesn’t) then isn’t he a 
Rasha ? if he cannot go a different way, (and must look where he 
is going to avoid danger), then isn’t he considered an xhbt, and 
not liable ? The Gemara answers that he has no other way, but is 
still expected to exert himself to avert his eyes, even at some risk. 
From the Gemara’s question, it seems that if he had a different 
way to go, he would be considered a Rasha even if he closed or 
averted his eyes. Why would that be, if in the end he isn’t looking 
there ? The Alshich asks a similar question with regard to Shem 
and Yefes, where the Posuk says that they walked backwards to 
cover Noach, utr tk ovhct ,urgu ,hbrujt ovhbpu - their faces 
were backwards, and they did not see their father’s state of 
undress. If they were walking backwards, isn’t that obvious ? 
Why does the Posuk have to add this ? The Alshich answers that 
the Posuk stresses how Shem and Yefes walked backwards, 
instead of walking straight with their eyes closed or averted, so 
that their faces, which were fashioned with oheukt okm should 
not be exposed to an inappropriate image, even with closed eyes. 
This may explain the above Gemara as well, designating one a 
Rasha if he could have avoided such an exposure to vurg by 
going a different way, even with closed eyes. The Shulchan 
Aruch (j”ut 75:6) forbids reciting Krias Shema (or other Divrei 
Torah) in front of an vurg, but allows it if one is turned away, or 
has closed his eyes, or it is at night, or one is blind. The  Mishna 
Berurah (75:29) notes that of all those possibilities, the 
Acharonim have concluded that only turning one’s face (and 
body) away is an acceptable strategy, as the Torah says vtrh tku 
– not vtr, tk. Even if one’s eyes cannot see the vurg, one must 
protect his divine visage from exposure as well.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When should one be sad because others are happy ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Can one make a Shliach to do Teshuvah for him ?)  
The Minchas Chinuch (364) states that of the 3 activities 
comprising Teshuvah – regret, confession and resolve for the 
future, one may appoint a Shliach to fulfill the confession (hushu) 
part if one is unable to do it himself.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one eats a ,hzf of food that is normally eaten by dipping it into 
liquid, it is recommended by many Acharonim that one wash 
one’s hands without a brocho before doing so, unless the food is 
held in a napkin or with gloves. The same Din applies where one 
dips e.g. a fruit in water to clean it off. However, one need not 
wash before dipping one’s finger and licking it off. (MB 158:12) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 72b) states that a Rodef (someone 
chasing another to attack him/her) may be killed, even without 
having received an official warning (vtr,v). This is derived from 
the words: lpah uns ostc ostv os lpua which permits one to save 
the victim’s blood by shedding the Rodef’s, without the legalities 
of vtr,v. Chidushei R’ Chaim HaLevi Al HaRambam (jmur 1:9) 
considers whether the Heter to kill the Rodef is a facet of the 
victim’s Pikuach Nefesh (to save the victim, killing is Mutar) or 
is there some special mandate to save someone pursued. R’ 
Chaim concludes that it is a separate Heter to save a Nirdaf 
(pursued) from the fact that the source (ostv os lpua) refers to 
Bnei Noach, regarding whom there is no directive of Pikuach 
Nefesh. Thus, since doing whatever is necessary for Pikuach 
Nefesh is derived from ovc hju, which only applies to Jews, the 
fact that one may save a Noachide victim from a Noachide 
pursuer must be based on another theory – that of saving a Nirdaf. 
However, the Rambam (ohfkn 10:2) rules that a Noachide may 
worship Avodah Zara if he is forced, because he has no mitzvah 
of Kiddush HaShem. But if he has no Heter of Pikuach Nefesh, 
what allows him to do so ? The Rambam (vru,v hsuxh 5:6) states 
that any Heter that applies to one who is forced to do something, 
also applies to one who is sick and needs something that is 
prohibited. The Minchas Chinuch (296:3) limits this equivalence 
to Jews. Thus, one may not heal a Noachide with something 
prohibited, even if he may worship Avodah Zara, if forced to. The 
Minchas Mordechai suggests that the rationale may be based on 
the Chemdas Shlomo (j”ut 38) who says that a forced sinful act is 
not considered by the Torah to have been a deed at all, and as 
such is not prohibited. An intentional act to benefit someone who 
is sick is a deed, and requires a Heter deriving from ovc hju to be 
relieved from liability. Since ovc hju does not apply to Noachides, 
they have no Heter of Pikuach Nefesh. However, there is no 
liability for being forced to do something wrong, since he hasn’t 
“done” anything, which permits him Avodah Zara if forced.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
When the Rizhiner Rebbe escaped from Russia into Austria, the Russian 

government began pressuring Austria to give him back to them. His 

Chasidim left no stone unturned in order to prevent this. An important 

source of influence was R’ Dov Berish Meisels, a forceful Askan who, 

unfortunately for the Chasidim, was a Misnagid. A smart Chosid, 

Ephraim Lemberger made the request for R’ Dov’s help. R’ Dov wanted 

to know in what lay the Rizhiner’s greatness. Ephraim said it was in the 

Rebbe’s self-control. For example, the Rebbe never bends in toward his 

spoon when eating; he always sits straight and brings the spoon up to 

him. R’ Dov laughed “This is self-control ? If I can do it, you’ll become 

my Chosid ?” Ephraim agreed to accept R’ Dov as his leader if he could 

do it. For 3 spoonfulls, R’ Dov managed to sit straight - on the 4th, he 

failed.  Ephraim was then able to easily secure R’ Dov’s help and save 

the Rebbe from deportation.  

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Weinstock family.     


