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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Yoma 21b) states that there were 5 things missing 
in the second Beis HaMikdash that had been present in the first – 
the Aron HaKodesh (with Kapores and Keruvim); the fire that 
descended from Shomayim onto the Mizbeyach; the Shechinah; 
Ruach HaKodesh; and the Urim V’Tumim. Yet, the Rambam 
(vrhjcv ,hc 6:16) states that although there is no Beis HaMikdash 
today, one may still perform all regular sanctified activities in 
Yerushalayim, because the original Kedushah of the Beis 
HaMikdash and Yerushalayim was an eternal one. And why is 
their Kedushah eternal ? Because the Shechinah never left. How 
could this be if the Shechinah did not return during the second 
Beis HaMikdash ? One might suggest that R’ Akiva Eiger (Gilyon 
HaShas) cites a Midrash which lists “Menorah” instead of 
“Shechinah” as missing in the second Beis HaMikdash. However, 
do we not say three times a day - iuhmk u,bhfa rhzjnv ? What does 
this mean if it never left ? On the other hand, what are we to make 
of the Mishna (Avos 3:6) regarding 1, 3, 5 or 10 people studying 
Torah, where Chazal say that ovhbhc vhura vbhfa ? or the Gemara 
(Sotah 17a) stating that where there is Shalom Bayis between 
husband and wife, the Shechinah dwells with them ? Obviously, 
there are various degrees and manifestations of the Shechinah, 
which we cannot correctly fathom. The Gemara (Yoma 9b) 
relates that Reish Lakish complained to Rabba bar bar Chana that 
the Shechinah did not appear during the second Beis HaMikdash 
because of the many Jews who decided to remain in Bavel rather 
than return to Eretz Yisroel with Ezra. Had they all returned, they 
would have been impervious to “decay”, whereas now they were 
not. Rashi comments that the decay was only partial, and that 
some small amount of Shechinah continued to exist. Perhaps it 
originated during Yaakov’s dream, which is why Yaakov only 
realized after he awakened that: vzv ouenc ‘v ah ift, but not 
before. The Shechinah which, according to the Rambam had 
never left was this one, which sanctified Yerushalayim for all 
time, including the area of the Beis HaMikdash. The Shechinah 
that did not appear during the second Beis HaMikdash, and which 
we daven for every day, will return when all Jews return.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Under what circumstances would a Shliach Tzibur be permitted to 
serve only if he was not acceptable to the entire Tzibur ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When must one drink wine in front of a non-Jew ?)  
The Rema (s”uh 124:27) rules that if an idolater touches a Jew’s 
wine intending to “ruin” it, the Jew should drink it in his presence 
to discourage him from doing so again.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One recites a brocho: osu rack usucfn i,ba when seeing a gentile 
king, but not an American president, removable by Congress.  
Ideally, the king should appear in his royal grandeur. Otherwise, 
it’s best said without ,ufknu oa. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 2:139) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Bava Metzia 93b) discusses the standard of care 
that a Shomer Sachar (paid custodian) must exercise to guard that 
which was entrusted to him, deriving from Yaakov’s words: 
vkhkc jreu crj hbkft ouhc that one must emulate Yaakov who did 
not abandon the flock for an instant (thru the heat of the day and 
cold of the night). The Rambam (,urhfa 13:7) rules that an 
employee must work with all his strength, as derived from 
Yaakov’s words: ifhct ,t h,scg hjf kfc. The Meforshim ask, 
how can we be so sure that Yaakov wasn’t Machmir on himself ? 
Perhaps the standard for everyone else is really lower. There is a 
Machlokes Acharonim regarding when one must study Torah. 
The Birchas Shmuel (Kidushin 27) derives from the allocation of 
the Rambam (vru, sunk, 1:12) - 3 hours for Parnasah and 9 
hours for Torah study, that one may interrupt Torah study only 
long enough to earn a basic living, but no longer than that. 
Birchas Shmuel understands this to mean that working to provide 
Parnasah is not a Heter to interrupt Torah, but that doing so will 
not constitute Bitul Torah. The Even HaAzel cites the Rambam 
(ohfkn 3:5-6) who rules that a king must never get drunk nor 
spend too much time with his spouse(s), but must instead spend 
his time studying Torah and looking after the Jewish people. He 
asks how the king’s Torah obligation differs from that of any 
other Jew, and answers that from the context of this Halacha we 
see that a king may not spend time drinking or with his wife, 
though he may enjoy such activities, but must study Torah 
instead. Apparently, a non-king is permitted those enjoyments 
and will not be guilty of Bitul Torah unless he is wasting time for 
no productive purpose at all. The Yekar Tiferes suggests that 
according to Birchas Shmuel, Yaakov would not have been 
permitted to be Machmir on himself to work more than required, 
as such would have been outside the parameters of permitted non-
Torah activity. To be strict in work ethic would create an 
improper leniency in Torah study. As such, Yaakov had done 
what was required and Chazal derived proper standards from him.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
One Motzai Shabbos in Netivot, the Tzibur gathered outside the Shul to 
say Kiddush Levanah, but the moon was covered by clouds. As the Baba 
Sali was also standing there, everyone turned to see what he would do. 
Baba Sali raised his cane, pointing it to the right, and called upon the 
clouds to move to the right. He then did the same thing to the left. 
Apparently, it worked, as the moon suddenly appeared between the 
clouds. When asked if he had mastery over the moon, Baba Sali replied 
that what had just happened was the result of something that had 
occurred when Baba Sali lived in Lyon, France. It seems that one month 
the sky was completely overcast, and on the last night for Kiddush 
Levanah, the people informed Baba Sali that if he wanted to say it, he 
would have to travel to Marseilles, a distance of 380 kilometers. Baba 
Sali gathered his belongings and did exactly that, rather than giving up 
as one who had no choice (xubt). When one is “Moser Nefesh” for a 
mitzvah, Baba Sali explained, he receives a form of limited mastery over 
the mitzvah accoutrements, enabling him to remove such impediments. 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sheli family.     


