
 

Vol 21 # 27               PLEASANT RIDGE NEWSLETTER                                   s”xc  
t”ga, A Kehilas Prozdor Publication 

 (c) 1990-2010 Leibie Sternberg                  (Monsey/Spring Valley Z’manim)                      trhu :,arp 
 http://www.prozdor.com          Candles Mincha DafYomi     Shiur   Shachris a”ezx 
                                                                                                                                  Friday     5:47         5:57                                                                                      9:58 
      Shabbos                       5:47               5:00        5:40                   9:00                                    9:59 
                                                                                                                                 Sunday                        5:55                   6:30                            8:00                 9:59 

This issue is dedicated:  
ohhj cegh r”c ovrct b”zku       hukv ejmh r”c krgp b”zk       

Dedications ($18) and appreciations may be sent to: Kehilas Prozdor, 8 GreenHill Lane, Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 (845) 354-7240 
As this contains Divrei Torah and partial Pesukim, it should be treated with proper respect, both during and after use 

 

IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Bava Metzia 86b) states that one should never 
behave differently than is customary - dvbnv in ost vbah kt. This 
is derived from Moshe, who when in Heaven, did not eat, and 
from the Malochim who visited Avrohom, who did eat. The 
Gemara asks: do you imagine that angels could have eaten ? and 
the Gemara replies that they “appeared” to have eaten. If so, how 
does this prove that one must conform one’s behavior to one’s 
surroundings ? At most, it may prove that one should pretend to 
conform ! The Mishna (Pesachim 50a) states that if one goes 
from a place where the custom is to work Erev Pesach morning, 
to a place where the custom is not to work, or vice-versa, he must 
conform with the Chumra of both places (i.e. not to work), and 
,eukjnv hbpn ost vbah kt - he should not behave differently than 
the place he is in, so as to avoid Machlokes. The Gemara points 
out that the Mishna seems to contradict itself. If he must observe 
both Chumras, then he must certainly not work. But if the custom 
of the place he is in now, is to work, he must conform, to avoid 
Machlokes ! The Gemara answers that in such a situation, he 
need not fear Machlokes if he does not work, because he would 
appear like many other people who (k”jr) do not have work. 
Thus, to avoid Machlokes it is sufficient merely to appear as if he 
is conforming to his surroundings. But when the Gemara says 
simply: dvbnv in ost vbah kt, the Gemara could be saying that 
one should always conform to one’s own minhag [unless there is 
a threat of Machlokes]. For this reason, the Malochim did not eat, 
which was their “minhag”, though they made sure to appear as if 
they did, to avoid Machlokes. The Gemara (ibid 91b) states that 
we do not allow a Chaburah (group) for Korban Pesach to 
consist entirely of Geirim (converts) because they will be overly 
strict (as they aren’t vru, hbc – see Rashi), and possibly invalidate 
a Korban that is really valid. Why does the Gemara not fear the 
same about a Chaburah of .rtv hng (ignoramuses) who are also 
not vru, hbc ? The Chidushei Mishna (Pesachim 91b) suggests 
that a group of .rtv hng, despite their ignorance, will rely on their 
minhag, from the experience of many years with their fathers.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
How could a person be Halachically a half-adult and half-minor?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When does one cut off a piece of bread before saying HaMotzi ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 168:3) states that if 2 loaves are baked 
stuck together, and part of one is torn off, one should remove the 
rest of the broken loaf before saying HaMotzi, so as to leave the 
whole one looking whole for the brocho.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
One who generally adds the special Tefilos in ubkue gna that are 
printed in the Siddur, should, on a Taanis, say ubhbg first, followed 
by those Tefilos. The opposite would apply to hrut ‘s susk which 
(for Nusach Ashkenaz) should always be said after other additions 
such as hapb hfrc or ,urhnz ohgbt. (Be’er Moshe 5:37) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Bava Metzia 87a) distinguishes between how the 
Malochim quickly agreed to Avrohom’s offer of hospitality, while 
Lot had to plead with them (stn oc rmphu), saying that from here 
we see that ihcrxn - one may refuse [the request of] a small man, 
but not a great man. Accordingly, the Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 
53:16) rules that it is proper for one to initially refuse a request to 
be the Shliach Tzibur (so as to imply acknowledgement that one 
does not consider oneself worthy), unless the request comes from 
a great man (kusd ost) whom one may not refuse. The Gemara 
(Pesachim 86b) relates that R’ Huna visited R’ Nachman’s home 
and obeyed all requests, citing: vag ,hcv kgc lk rntha vn kf. 
Tosafos asks why he didn’t cite: kusdk ihcrxn iht, and answers 
that when a request involves behavior that may appear arrogant, 
one may refuse, even a great man. If so, why does the Shulchan 
Aruch rule that one must obey a request to be the Shliach Tzibur 
if the request were made by a great man ? Doesn’t agreeing to be 
the Shliach Tzibur imply a belief of self-worthiness, and thereby 
arrogance ?  The Shulchan Aruch (ibid 53:11) rules that if the 
Shliach Tzibur stretches out the davening to show off his voice, if 
he does so with joy that he is able to praise Hashem so pleasantly, 
he merits a brocho; if he simply finds joy in his voice, it is 
shameful. Either way, wouldn’t showing off one’s voice be an act 
of arrogance ? Even if one had the meritorious purpose in mind, 
how certain could he be that his Kavanah was entirely pure ? The 
Sefer Chasidim (129) states that we derive from lbuvn ‘s ,t scf 
that if one has a pleasant voice kkp,vk vumn – it is a mitzvah for 
him to daven as Shliach Tzibur. The Yalkut (Mishlei 3) says that 
Bnei Yisroel looked forward to hearing Navos in Yerushalayim 
during Sholosh Regalim, and when he didn’t come once, he met a 
tragic end. The Be’er Moshe (5:28) points out how the Gemara 
(Berachos 43a) states that Rebbi was scfn Rav to bentsch, as Bar 
Kappara did to one of his Talmidim (ibid 39a). Rav and the 
Talmid accepted the honor because kusdk ihcrxn iht. Despite the 
possible appearance of arrogance, they had been urged to perform 
a mitzvah, where kusdk ihcrxn iht applies. Tosafos’ case was a  
,uar – not a mitzvah, and as R’ Huna was honored with a seat and 
wine, kusdk ihcrxn iht would not apply. But, as it is a mitzvah for 
one with a pleasant voice to daven, kusdk ihcrxn iht would apply. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A young man took sick and when his condition worsened, he made a 
vow that if Hashem would heal him, he would marry an orphan. When 
he recovered, he contacted a Shadchan and informed him of this new 
“requirement”. The Shadchan replied that just that day he had heard of 
an orphaned girl whose father had died and left her a fortune. He had 
better hurry because others were already lining up outside her door. The 
bochur was conflicted, not knowing if marrying this girl would be a valid 
fulfillment of his vow. He presented the question to R’ Shmuel Abuhav, 
who ruled that a vow to marry an orphan implicitly contemplates a poor 
orphan whose unfortunate situation he would be looking to improve. As 
such, he should be Machmir and not marry a rich orphan, whom he 
would have presumably married without his vow as well. 

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Gottheil family.     


