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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Kesubos 60a) states that an infant may nurse until 
two years old; R’ Yehoshua says he may nurse until he is four or 
five years old, and the Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 81:7) rules 
accordingly. The Pischei Teshuvah (s”uh 81:16) notes that those 
who argue that weaning an infant early improves his ability to 
learn Torah are mistaken, and that to wean an infant before 24 
months is in fact forbidden, absent mitigating circumstances. 
Why is that ? The Yerushalmi (Berachos 3:5) states that if a small 
child is capable of eating a Kezayis of grain, one may not recite 
Krias Shema in proximity to his urine or excrement, because [the 
grain indicates that] he has evil thoughts. R’ Avahu was asked 
how such a thing could be said of a small child, and he replied: 
does not the Posuk say: uhrgbn gr ostv ck rmh hf – that one’s 
Yetzer HoRa begins at a young age ? The Gemara (Berachos 40a) 
quotes R’ Yehudah’s opinion that the forbidden fruit eaten by 
Adam and Chava was vyj  - a wheat stalk, because a child does 
not know how to say even “father” or “mother” until he tastes 
grain, which eminently qualifies such a tree/fruit as ,gsv .g (see 
Rashi). Thus, the introduction of grain into a child’s diet provides 
him with intelligence, which unfortunately also makes him 
susceptible to the wiles of the Yetzer HoRa - uhrgbn gr. As such, 
the urine and excrement produced from the consumption of such 
grain products by an infant is deemed sufficiently impure to 
restrict the recitation of Krias Shema. It may also explain why 
there is no rush to wean a child early, so as to prolong its 
innocence in a pre-grain, pre-Yetzer HoRa state. The Sifri states 
that from the moment that a child begins to speak, his father 
should teach him Torah, beginning with van ubk vum vru,.  This is 
in keeping with the Gemara (Kidushin 30b) stating: ihkc, vru, 
h,trc r”vmh h,trc – that Hashem created Torah as an antidote 
against the Yetzer HoRa. Thus, as soon as a child begins to eat 
grain, achieving the intelligence to speak, and is beset by the 
Yetzer HoRa, it is the father’s duty to immediately begin teaching 
him Torah, which will serve to protect the vulnerable child and 
counteract the Yetzer HoRa’s influence.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would someone miss Mincha, but after timely davening the 
Maariv Shemonah Esrei, be told he cannot make up the Mincha ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(How does one make a Posul Sukkah Kosher by saying something ?)  
Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 633:4) rules that if one is in a Sukkah that 
is  20 Amos high, which makes it Posul, he may build up the floor 
with straw or dirt, so as to reduce the inside height, but he must 
say that the dirt is Batel to the Sukkah floor for it to work.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
Where a Tzibur has an established minhag or Nusach, the Shliach 
Tzibur must conform, though the individual members of the 
minyan may follow their own minhag privately, as long as it does 
not shock the rest of the Tzibur. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 4:29) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Bava Metzia 61b) asks why the Torah had to 
explicitly state ucbd, tk to prohibit stealing, if there are other 
prohibitions against defrauding, withholding wages etc.. which 
can be applied to prohibit all forms of depriving someone of what 
rightfully belongs to them. The Gemara answers that ucbd, tk is 
needed to prohibit stealing: 1) yehnk ,bn kg – merely to annoy 
someone, intending to return their property to them eventually; or 
2) kpf hnuka, okak ,bn kg – as a ruse to give someone (who 
would not accept) a gift by “stealing” from him and then having 
to pay him a penalty of double. The Midrash Tanchuma (jb 4) 
quotes R’ Eliezer who says that the generation of the Mabul 
committed all sins, but the Mabul was decreed because of their 
proclivity towards thievery, as derived from xnj .rtv vtkn hf. 
The Midrash further derives that even after a thief returns the 
theft, he is still called a Rasha, and asks if this would also be true 
where the thief did not intend to keep the item, but took it only to 
benefit the victim by giving him back more (e.g. kpf) or by 
teaching him a lesson in how to better guard his assets. The 
Midrash concludes that ucbd, tk prohibits all theft, regardless of 
motive or intent. The Gemara (Bava Basra 16a) states that Iyov 
would “steal” fields belonging to orphans, improve them, and 
then return them. The Rishonim are quick to point out that the 
orphans never suffered, even temporarily, either because Iyov’s 
behavior was well-known, or because they had given permission 
or were unaware of what he was doing (or because they were non-
Jews). However, it is clear that otherwise, it would be forbidden. 
The Gemara (Taanis 21b) relates that Abaye sent two students to 
test Abba Umna’s patience and virtues. They pretended to steal 
his rugs, and when they asked him what he had suspected them 
of, he answered that he thought they needed them for Pidyon 
Shevuyim. Here too, since Abba Umna did not suffer but had in 
mind to give them away for the mitzvah, it was permitted. The 
Bnei Banim (2:47) criticizes teachers who confiscate items 
belonging to students, holding onto them for days, weeks or until 
the student’s behavior improves, causing them anguish. Although 
it is ostensibly for the student’s Chinuch welfare, it is still ruxt. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Skulener Rebbe had what seemed to be a peculiar custom whenever 
he finished making use of the bathroom facilities. He would emerge, go 
to the kitchen and wash his hands, and then return to the bathroom 
again for a moment, coming back out immediately, and resuming his 
daily activities. One of his grandchildren once asked him to explain this 
obviously mystical  sequence that he followed so strictly. The Rebbe told 
him that there was nothing “Rebbish” about it. “l have a personal 
minhag” the Rebbe said, “that before I perform a mitzvah, I say a special 
Tefilah - a sujh oak, to concentrate my Kavanah on the mitzvah. 
Whenever I finish in the bathroom, I have the opportunity to fulfill the 
mitzvah of avoiding Bal Tashchis (wasting resources) by shutting the 
light in the bathroom. Since I cannot say the sujh oak when my hands 
are Tomay, I must go out, wash my hands, then say the sujh oak 
before going back into the bathroom to shut the light”.  

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Weinstock family.     


