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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Chulin 7a) illustrates how Hashem protects 
Tzadikim from negative consequences brought about, even by 
their animals, from the story of R’ Pinchas b. Yair’s donkey, who 
refused to eat food that had not been tithed. As such, the Ramban 
disagrees with Rashi, who says that Avrohom’s camels traveled 
muzzled, so as not to eat from the fields they passed through. 
According to the Ramban, Avrohom was at least as great as R’ 
Pinchas b. Yair, and Hashem would not have permitted 
Avrohom’s camels to “steal” food. Tosafos (Gittin 7a) states that 
Hashem only protects against inadvertently eating forbidden 
food. For we see how R’ Yishmael tilted a candle on Shabbos 
(Shabbos 12b) and R’ Yehuda b. Tabai executed a single onuz sg 
(Chagigah 16b), and Hashem “allowed” these things to happen. 
Tosafos (Pesachim 106b) adds that even regarding food, we find 
that R’ Yirmiyah once tasted some food on Motzai Shabbos 
before Havdalah. This is because the food was intrinsically 
Mutar; it was only restricted because of the time (Motzai 
Shabbos), and as such the protective rule would not apply. The 
MaHarsham (2:129) suggests that the disagreement over the 
applicability of the protective rule may depend on whether one 
considers stolen food to be intrinsically Mutar or Assur. On the 
one hand, the problem with stolen food has nothing to do with 
time. On the other hand, the problem with stolen food is external 
to the food itself. Perhaps Rashi held that stolen food is 
intrinsically Mutar, and as such, since the protective rule would 
not apply, Avrohom’s camels were muzzled. The Ramban could 
hold that the protective rule would apply wherever the Issur on 
the food is not time-related, as with stolen food. As such, 
Avrohom’s camels did not need muzzling.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where do we find a brocho that is equal in Gematriya to that 
which it is said over ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What garment may be worn only on Shabbos, but not a weekday  ?)  
The Rema (j”ut 13:3) rules that if one of the Tzitzis on a man’s 
Talis came off, and he will be embarrassed to sit without a Talis, 
and there is no other Talis available to him, he may put it on 
without a brocho and wear it - but only on Shabbos.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not pay for a son’s Torah education from money 
allocated to Maaser Ani, until the son reaches an age where the 
father is no longer obligated to support him. The same is true 
with regard to summer camp as well, which also may not be paid 
for, with Maaser money. However, if it is arranged so that the 
tuition fee is lowered and one increases a “gift” to the Yeshiva 
organization, that gift may be paid from Maaser money.  (Mishna 
Halachos 10:165) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Mishna (Gittin 28a) states that when a Shliach is sent to 
deliver a Get, and the husband who sent him was old or ill, the 
Shliach may deliver the Get on the assumption that the husband is 
still alive. The Gemara qualifies this, limiting its applicability to 
a husband under 80 years old. Once the husband has reached the 
age of eighty, the Shliach may no longer deliver the Get. Abaye 
questions this limitation, citing a Beraisa which states that a 
Shliach may assume the husband is still alive, even if when he 
left him, the husband was a hundred years old. The Gemara 
answers that the Beraisa is obviously dealing with a man who has 
distinguished himself with unusually long life. If he has lived so 
long – over a hundred years, then the normal rules which apply to 
those over the age of eighty would not apply to him, and we may 
assume he is still alive. Rashi explains that at 100, he is clearly 
different from other men, but when a man is between the ages of 
81 until 90, he is deemed “close to death”, and a Shliach may not 
deliver his Get. Thus, according to Rashi, the Beraisa was not 
speaking only of a man who is 100 years old; the Beraisa could 
have also used an example of a man who had passed the age of 
90. Apparently, after the age of 90, a man enters a new phase, 
having passed beyond the critical age when he is close to death. 
R’ Meir Shapiro, in rhtnv rut (35) cites the Chochmas Shlomo 
(9) who states that a woman whose husband died after reaching 
80 would not thereby qualify to be deemed a Katlonis. R’ Shapiro 
adds however, that if he died after 90, then his death would count. 
The Posuk quotes Eliezer as saying that Sarah gave birth to a son 
v,bez hrjt – “after” her old age. The Ner LeMeah states that the 
word hrjt is used (instead of v,bezc) because she had passed the 
age of 90 and was beyond critical old age, as the Gemara implies.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Chofetz Chaim always tried to avoid being honored wherever he 

could, and to that end, he often dressed in a non-Rabbinic way. Once, at 

a function where he was being honored, he stood up and told the story 

of a village full of ignoramuses, where one villager had a talent for 

calculating and keeping track of the calendar and the holidays. Since 

printed calendars were very rare, the villagers honored him and gave 

him the most prestigious Rabbinic seat in the Shul. Once, when he was 

passing through Vilna, the Torah center of Lithuania, he entered a Shul 

to daven, and found some Talmidei Chachomim in a heated Talmudic 

discussion. The villager thought to himself “I too am a Rabbi. I will listen 

to their argument and resolve it for them”. However, upon listening to 

their discussion, he realized how little he knew, and withdrew in 

disappointment. The Chofetz Chaim concluded that the same is true 

about anyone that allows himself to believe what people say about him. 

When he gets to Olam HaBa and realizes the truth, won’t he be 

embarrassed ? “Please”, the Chofetz Chaim begged, “do not mislead me 

with honor”.    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sheli family.   


