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DID YOU KNOW THAT ....

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 19b) states that one who raises an orphan
in one’s home is deemed by the Torah as if he bore him. The
Gemara proceeds to give three examples: 1) Naomi, who raised
Oved, son of Rus and Boaz; 2) Bisyah (daughter of Pharaoh), who
raised Moshe, son of Yocheved and Amram; and 3) Yosef, who
supported all of Yaakov’s children. The MaHarsha explains that
the term "orphan" could apply in all these cases, since the
Midrash says that Boaz died on the night that Oved was
conceived; Moshe’s parents were unable to disclose that they were
his parents; and Yosef continued to support all of Bnei Yisroel
even after Yaakov died. This may be the meaning of Yaakov’s
statement to Yosef:      – referring to the
possibility of other children for Yosef, when we do not find that
he bore any. The Gemara (Berachos 55b) states that when one
enters a city and is afraid that he may encounter an   (evil
eye) while there, he should place the thumb of his left hand on his
right hand and say the following: "I, (ploni) son of (ploni), come
from the descendants of Yosef, over whom an evil eye has no
power." This is derived from the Posuk:        ,
where the Gemara states (ibid) that it should be read "Olay Ayin"
to reflect that Yosef and his descendants are above the  .
The Chida and others note that most of Klal Yisroel cannot state
unequivocally that they descend from Yosef, so how can Chazal
recommend saying such a thing for everyone ? The answer is that
Yosef was deemed to be a parent over all of Yaakov's children for
supporting them. As such, Yosef is truly an ancestor to everyone,
regardless of which Shevet a particular person may come from.

The Gemara (Bava Basra 154a) relates that someone in Bnei
Brak sold property that he inherited from his father and then
promptly died. Other relatives wanted to invalidate the sale on the
grounds that the seller was still a minor when he died, and they
asked R' Akiva if they could exhume the body and examine it for
signs of adulthood. R' Akiva said they could not, as it would
constitute  - violation of the body, which is forbidden. A
question once arose in London, if a corpse could be autopsied to
provide valuable medical data, useful to save other lives. As such,
it should be deemed    and should constitute an honor to
the deceased, much the same way that embalming Yaakov and
Yosef was an act of  . The Noda BiYehuda (" 2:210)
disagreed, forbidding it unless there was a real   
situation at hand, arguing that this would open the door to many
Issurim being circumvented with such an excuse. The Chasam
Sofer (" 336) adds that one normally may also not derive
benefit from a corpse. However, since one may obtain a 
even from things that are   , it was necessary for the
Noda BiYehuda to establish the Issur as he did. The    
describes how the embalming fluid was inserted through Yaakov's
navel. The Chasam Sofer points out that normally, embalming
requires that the internal organs and intestines be removed so as
not to preserve the body's excretions. However, in Yaakov's case,
the Posuk says:  , which according to the Ramban (end of
Chaye Sarah) indicates that Yaakov died after an intestinal
disease, which would have cleaned him out and allowed the
embalmers to leave his body intact. Yosef, on the other hand, was
preserved in the regular way, as the Posuk does not say  . This
is why Yosef's remains are always referred to as  , since
Where would a firstborn son, one of several full brothers, be
his insides had been removed to facilitate the embalming.
entitled   to receive more than   (double) from his
father's inheritance ?
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
5DEEL (SKUDLP =DOPDQ 0DUJROLV RI WKH FLW\ RI %URG\ ZDV D *DRQ EXW
DOVRDJHQWOHPDQ+HWRRNYHU\VHULRXVO\WKH5DPEDP·VVWDWHPHQWWKDWD
7DOPLG &KRFKRP PXVW DOZD\V GUHVV QHDWO\ DQG FOHDQO\ $OWKRXJK 5·
(Where would 4 people be  for something but be  if a 5th joins in ?)
If 4 people carry something in the Reshus HaRabim on Shabbos (SKUDLP =DOPDQ ZDV D ZHDOWK\ PDQ WKH RQO\ H[WUDYDJDQFH WKDW KH
that requires 4 people in order to carry it, they are all . SHUPLWWHG KLPVHOI ZDV DQ H[SHQVLYH VLON KDW 2QH GD\ D QREOHPDQ PHW
However, under the rule of    , if more than the KLP LQ WKH VWUHHW DQG ORRNLQJ KLP RYHU UHPDUNHG ´:K\ GR \RX -HZV
necessary amount of people engage in a  , they are not VHHPWRVSHQGVRPXFKRQH[SHQVLYHKDWVEXWQRWQHDUO\VRPXFKRQ
\RXURWKHUFORWKLQJ":HGRWKHYHU\RSSRVLWH2XUFORWKLQJLVDOZD\V
, because each could argue: "I am not necessary to the act".
ILUVWUDWHDQGLPSHFFDEOHEXWZHGRQ·WVSHQGYHU\PXFKRQRXUKDWV,Q
IDFWPRVWRIWKHWLPHZHJREDUHKHDGHGDQGGRQ·WHYHQQHHGDKDWµ
One may not use door-knockers or make any attention-grabbing 5· (SKUDLP =DOPDQ UHSOLHG ´7KH DQVZHU LV VLPSOH <RX QRQ-HZV DUH
sound on the door on Shabbos, even if not electrical. An YHU\SUHRFFXSLHGZLWK\RXUERGLHVDQGWKLVLVUHIOHFWHGLQWKHZD\\RX
exception is available for someone who is trying to get into the GUHVV:HRQWKHRWKHUKDQGDUHPRUHFRQFHUQHGZLWKRXUKHDGV2XU
SUHRFFXSDWLRQLVZLWKHGXFDWLRQNQRZOHGJHDQGWUXWK7KLV LV ZK\ ZH
house to sleep, since that is a significant  , and one may
WDNHVXFKFDUHRIRXUKHDGVNHHSLQJWKHPFRYHUHGDQGSURWHFWHGµ
use a regular door-knocker in such a case to attract attention.
Preferably, this should be done with a   . (Biur Halacha 338)
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