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IMPORTANCE OF ....

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....

The Mishna (Bava Basra 133b) states the view of the Rabanan
that if one disinherits a son, the Chachomim are not pleased with
him. R’ Shimon b. Gamliel notes that if the son does not behave
properly, the father does well to disinherit him. The Gemara tries
to prove that the Rabanan agree with R’ Shimon, from the story of
R’ Yosef b. Yoezer, who gave a purse of gold to the Beis
HaMikdash rather than to his son, who didn’t behave. The son
later found a valuable jewel that was needed by the Urim
V’Tumim which was assessed at 13 purses of gold. The Beis
HaMikdash treasury only had 7 purses so the son agreed to take
them and leave the other 6 as a donation. The transaction was
recorded as: Yosef b. Yoezer donated 1 purse and his son donated
6. Another version has it as: Yosef b. Yoezer brought 1 purse into
the Beis HaMikdash while his son took 7 out. The Gemara
assumes that, according to the first version, since both father and
son were praised for donating, it follows that what R’ Yosef did
was proper, even though it disinherited his son. However, the
Gemara determines that the opposite conclusion is implied by the
second version, which criticizes them, and so, no proof may be
drawn from here. The Shulchan Aruch (" 282:1) rules that one
should not disinherit, even a wayward son. The SMA explains that
even if the son does not behave, perhaps his children will be more
deserving. R’ Eliezer Hildesheimer asks why Rashi comments on:
  that Sarah was greater than Avraham in  . Was she
not justified in saying:   …  
  based on
observing Yishmael's behavior, even without  ? However, as
Sarah saw with  that all Yishmael's descendants would also
be as undeserving as he, Avraham was permitted to disinherit him.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 63b) states that the Jews who had
engaged in idolatry knew there was no substance to it and only
did it in order to feel free to engage in immorality. The Anshei
Knesses HaGedolah fasted for three days and nights, begging
Hashem to remove the Yetzer HoRa of idolatry. When Hashem
granted their request, they saw an opportunity to do the same with
the Yetzer HoRa of immorality and received control over it.
However, when it was apparent that a freshly laid egg could not
be found while this Yetzer HoRa was in their hands, they realized
it could not be eliminated, and so they weakened it with regard to
relatives. As a result, the Gemara (Kidushin 81b) states that a
man may seclude himself with his sister and he may live alone
with his mother or daughter without fear of sin. Igros Moshe
(" 4:64) rules that if a gentile family converts, even though
they are not deemed to be related afterwards, as they are each
considered    (as a new-born child), still the males are
permitted to seclude themselves with their mother or daughter, as
the Halacha (in this case) does not change nature. It is clear from
the episode of Lot and his daughters that although they committed
an act of incest, it was done without  and would not have
occurred naturally without wine. Rashi explains that one may
remain alone with one's sister occasionally, but may not reside
with her alone on a permanent basis, which is defined in the
Gemara as a period of 30 days. However, as there is no  per
se of being secluded with one's sister, only a fear that one's natural
resistance may be weakened over time, even this restriction will
not be applicable when siblings are older or unwell, and in such a
case, they may live together.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:

If one sees a man chasing another with obvious intent to kill him, 'XULQJWKH6KHYD%HUDFKRVRI5·0HLU6RORYHLWFKLNVRQRIWKH%ULVNHU
and sees another man running after a   with intent to 5DY *ULµ] LWZDVWROGKRZWKH&KRIHW]&KDLPZDVDVNHGZK\KHZDVQ·W
violate her, if he can only save one, which one should he choose ? SOHDVHGE\WKHLVVXDQFHRIWKH%DOIRXU'HFODUDWLRQZKLFKFRQILUPHGWKH
FRQQHFWLRQEHWZHHQ-HZVDQG(UHW]<LVURHO7KH&KRIHW]&KDLPUHSOLHG
FKDUDFWHULVWLFDOO\ZLWKD  GHVFULELQJWKHUHDFWLRQRIDSRRU PDQ WR
(What    item is permitted only if owned by a non-Jew ?)
The SHaCH (" 112:7) states that Jewish bread, baked by a non- UHFHLYLQJDIHZUXEOHV MR\  YHUVXV D IRUPHUO\ ZHDOWK\ PDQ UHFHLYLQJ D
Jew, is not permitted to be eaten, as it remains the product of IHZ UXEOHV  GHSUHVVLRQ  +H H[SODLQHG KRZ WR WKRVH ZKRVH OLYHV DUH
Bishul Akum. However, where the same bread is owned by a non- EDUHRI7RUDK PLW]YRV(UHW]<LVURHOLVHYHU\WKLQJEXWQRWWR6KRPUHL
Jew and baked by a non-Jew, the  was permitted by a 7RUDKZKRVHSULRULWLHVDUHDQGVKRXOGEHIXOILOOLQJ+DVKHP·VPLW]YRV
Gezerah since the community could not live without bread.
7KH%ULVNHU5DYRYHUKHDUGWKLVFRQYHUVDWLRQDQGDGGHGWKDWRQHPLJKW
DVNZK\RIDOOWKH ·VGRHVWKHRQHFRQFHUQLQJ0RVKLDFKUDLVH
D TXHVWLRQ RI KLV WDUU\LQJ  DQG DQVZHU WKDW ZH ZLOO VWLOO ZDLW IRU KLP
If an act is not a Torah  but rather forbidden on Shabbos as a HYHU\GD\ "7KH%ULVNHU5DYH[SODLQHGWKDWWKH5DPEDPUXOHVWKDWRQH
“Shevus” (Rabbinically), it is permitted to ask a non-Jew to do it
on behalf of a Jew if one of four conditions exist: 1) to assist one PXVWEHOLHYHDQGZDLWZLWKDQWLFLSDWLRQIRU0RVKLDFK,IRQHGRHVQRW
who feels even mildly ill (physically/emotionally); 2) to prevent a WKH5DPEDPFRQWLQXHVKHLVD LQDOOWKH1HYLLPLQFOXGLQJ0RVKH
great financial loss; 3) to assist in the performance of a mitzvah; 5DEEHLQX DQG DJDLQVW WKH 7RUDK )RU RQH ZKR IXOILOOV WKLV UHTXLUHPHQW
and 4) for an urgent need. A Torah  is forbidden even if SURSHUO\WKHSRVVLEOHH[LVWHQFHRID-HZLVKVWDWHLVD´.LQGHUVKSLHOµ
several of the conditions are present. For example, a non-Jew may
not light a candle to enable a Jew to learn Torah. (MB 307:19)
Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Petlin family.
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