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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Posuk says that Yosef named his older son - Menasheh,
because ���� �������������
	
 - Hashem caused me to forget all
my difficulties. The Midrash (79:5) derives from this expression
of forgetfulness, that Yosef also forgot all his Torah learning.
Why would Yosef thank Hashem for this ? The Gemara
(Sanhedrin 49a) states that if not for Dovid, Yoav would not
have been successful as a general, and if not for Yoav, Dovid
would not have been successful as King. Since Yoav accepted
responsibility for all matters pertaining to war, Dovid was free to
concentrate on Torah and �����; since Dovid was busy learning
constantly, the ���  of his learning guaranteed the success of
Yoav’s campaigns. For just such a reason, Chazal explain, man
was created to learn, and then forget. For without ���	, one
would learn everything, and then put away the Torah. Forgetting
ensures the constancy of Torah learning. The ���� ���� points out
that the Targum Onkelos translates Pharaoh’s directive to Yosef:
����� ���� ���� ��� 	�� ���� ��� �������, that without Yosef’s
permission, no Egyptian would raise a weapon or ride a horse,
implying that Yosef was in charge of the army, in addition to his
other duties, leaving him no time to learn. However, Yosef
increased his determination and with Hashem’s ����, found time
to learn where there was no time, all because he saw he was
forgetting his learning. Rambam (����	 ‘�� 13:12) states that the
Leviim spent their time teaching and doing the �����, thereby
receiving no property and evading service in the army. When the
Chashmonaim led the Jews to war, there was danger of the Torah
being forgotten, since the Chashmonai-Kohanim would now be
unable to learn - ����� ����	��, a predictable result of war.
Therefore, we may answer the ���� ���’s question of why
celebrate 8 days of Chanukah, if the miracle of oil occurred only
on 7, by suggesting that the �
 celebrated on the first day of
Chanukah is that the Torah was not forgotten, as feared.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
What is permitted to do Yom Tov but forbidden on Chanukah ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(When would priority in a mitzvah change if more than 5 people are involved ?)

Shulchan Aruch (�”�� 181:6) rules that where up to 5 people are
bentsching together, the ���� washes ��
���� ��� first. If there
are more than 5, the �� (least ��	�) begins, passing it on in
order of the seats until 5 are left, at which time, the ���� washes.

DIN'S CORNER:
If one is going to a Chasunah or Chanukah party etc.. and will be
unable to light candles beforehand, he should make sure that
someone will be up to remind him to light when he gets home. If
one’s family accompanies him to a different city for the evening,
he should light at his destination.

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Gemara (Pesachim 50b) states that the residents of Baishan
adopted a ����� upon themselves, not to travel to Tzidon on its
market day, which was Friday, so as not to waste valuable
Shabbos preparation time. A generation later, the sons of Baishan
came to R’ Yochanan, arguing that their fathers had been
wealthy and could afford to take off Fridays, while they could
not. R’ Yochanan ruled that they must honor their fathers’
minhag, as required by the Posuk: ���� ���� �
� ��	. If so, how is
it that earlier generations were ���
 so many �����s and ����
��

that we don’t follow today ? Chavos Yair (126) asks, if we were
obligated by every ��
� or ����� of our ancestors, it would mean
that the ancestor had the opportunity to find a ��� (opening) to
nullify the ����� if he chose to, while the descendant would not
have that luxury. It must be, that ���� ���� �
� ��	 is not an
imperative, but rather an ������ (reference). As proof, he cites
the Gemara (Shabbos 23a) which derives from ����� ���� ��	

that Hashem commanded us to light Chanukah candles. If R’
Yochanan had intended �
� ��	 (from Mishlei) to obligate, he
should rather have quoted ����� ���� ��	, which is a Posuk in the
Torah. (Besides, ���� in both Pesukim does not refer to one’s
father.) However, R’ Yochanan ruled that the sons of Baishan
were required to continue the ����� because it was a communal
obligation enacted by a ���� to be binding, and not simply a
private ��
 ��
�, which can be discontinued. A certain ���� had
a custom in place where they refrained the entire year from �	�

(card-playing ?) and undue levity. The only exception was the
week of Chanukah. Their Rav considered it inappropriate for
days of ������ ���, wishing to “switch” the week to the eight
days ending January 1, when many did not work, business with
non-Jews being avoided that week. However, even this “minhag”
was so firmly binding, that the Rav was unable to change it.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
5·� 6LPFKD�%XQLP�RI� 3·VKLVFKD� EHOLHYHG� YHU\� VWURQJO\� LQ� WKH� QHFHVVLW\
DQG�SRZHU�RI�6LPFKDK�²� MR\��+H�ZRXOG� FRQVWDQWO\� UHLQIRUFH�KLV� RZQ
FRPPLWPHQW�WR�UHVLVWLQJ�WKH�GHVSDLU�WKDW�ZRXOG�FRPH�XSRQ�KLP�ZKHQ
UHDGLQJ�.YLWODFK�DQG�KHDULQJ�DERXW�SHRSOH·V������� ,I�KH�ZHUH� WR�DOORZ
KLPVHOI� WR�EHFRPH�GHSUHVVHG��KH�ZRXOG�VD\��KLV�7HILORV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH
DFFHSWHG�� %HIRUH� EHFRPLQJ� D� 5HEEH�� 5·� 6LPFKD� %XQLP� KDG� EHHQ� D
PHUFKDQW��2QH�GD\��DV�KH�DQG�KLV�VRQ�ZHUH�FURVVLQJ�RYHU�D�EULGJH��WKH\
VDZ�D�PDQ�IDOO�LQWR�WKH�ULYHU�EHORZ��DQG�LW�ZDV�FOHDU��KH�ZRXOG�VRRQ�EH
VZHSW�DZD\�E\�WKH�FXUUHQW��5·�6LPFKD�%XQLP�VDZ�WKDW�QR�RQH�ZDV� LQ
WKH�SRVLWLRQ�WR�VDYH�KLP��VR�KH�FDOOHG�GRZQ�WR�WKH�PDQ��´�5HE�<LG���'R
PH�D�IDYRU�DQG�JLYH�P\�UHJDUGV�WR�WKH�/LY\RVRQ��µ�$�PRPHQW�ODWHU��WKH
PDQ�ZDV�UHVFXHG��5·�6LPFKD�%XQLP�H[SODLQHG�WR�KLV�VRQ�WKDW� LQ�RUGHU
IRU�KLV�7HILODK�WR�KHOS�VDYH�WKLV�PDQ��KH�QHHGHG�WR�VKDNH�RII�KLV�GHVSDLU�
7KH�MRNH�DERXW�/LY\RVRQ�GLG�H[DFWO\�WKDW�

P.S. A “Hartzlicha “ Mazel Tov to the Frank family upon the birth of a
daughter. May they see much Nachas from her and her siblings. Sholosh
Seudos sponsored this week by the Soofian family.


