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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Gemara (Sotah 7b) states that part of the process which a
suspected ���� must undergo consisted of being told how
Yehudah confessed to his relationship with Tamar, which led to
Reuven’s confession on having disordered Yaakov’s bed. All of
this was intended to encourage the woman to confess, rather than
cause Hashem’s name to be erased in the ���� ��. Although the
Posuk actually says: ���� �� ��	�� ����� ����, the Gemara
(Shabbos 55b) explains that Reuven did not sin with Bilhah; he
merely removed Yaakov’s bed from her tent, placing it in
Leah’s. Reuven’s innocence is confirmed later, when the Posuk
says: �	� ��
	 ��� �
� ����� - that all 12 of Yaakov’s sons were
�����. Accordingly, the Mishna (Megilah 25a) states that the
story of Reuven’s misdeed is not to be translated to the populace
during Krias HaTorah because the literal translation is both
erroneous and uncomplimentary. The Rambam (���� ‘�� 3:2)
rules that when the story of Reuven’s confession is told to the
suspected ����, it is to be told “���	��” - according to its literal
meaning.  The Rema (Teshuvos 11) asks, how are we permitted
to be �� �	 ����� on Reuven, in defiance of a Posuk in the Torah
and clear explanations in the Gemara, simply to encourage a
sinful woman to confess ? The Rema concludes that since we are
allowed to lie in order to prevent Hashem’s name from being
erased, yet we are allowed to erase Hashem’s name to preserve
���	, it follows that we may be �� �	 ����� to preserve ��� ���	.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
Where could we find that someone says a dozen (or more)
identical Shemona Esrei’s in a row, correctly, all with ���� ����

on one day of Rosh Chodesh ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(Why is ���� on Shabbos not a ����� ����� �
��	 ����� ?)

The ��� ����	�, quoted in ���� ����� (319) explains that even
though one who is ���� doesn’t want the �����, he doesn’t want
the good part either, while it’s combined with the  �����. As
such, the  ����� fixes the good part, making it ����� �����. If
however, one separates a food from among 2 foods because he
doesn’t want it now, the act would be a ����� ����� �
��	 �����.

DIN'S CORNER:
It is ���� on Shabbos to make financial calculations, even if they
pertain to past activities (such as how much will last week’s trip
end up costing, etc…) if you still have the money or must still
make the payment. However, it is not ���� to think about past
expenses that you paid already, or to make calculations about
matters that are no longer active, because such ��
��	� serve no
productive function. (A ���	 ��� will abstain from these as well,
since they are pointless and constitute ����������). (MB 307:25-
27)

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Pischei Teshuvah (�”�� 248:8) cites the Tzemach Tzedek (11)
who ruled that where one person obligated himself by ��	 to
give another “����� �����” (good clothing), he may discharge
this obligation with average clothing, since average clothing is
“good” in relation to inferior clothing. This is derived from the
Gemara (Bava Basra 69b) where someone sold a field,
excluding a certain palm tree. The Gemara concludes that if the
palm tree mentioned is “good”, the sale is valid; if it is not, then
the seller intended to retain all the palm trees that are better than
the one mentioned. The Rashbam explains that “good” means
average, and is considered good relative to inferior ones. Rashi
confirms this, commenting on the Posuk: ��� ��������	���� that
“���” refers to �
���	���	������� - the few good deeds that we
have. R’ Mordechai of Bilgary asks, is not the opinion of the
��
 ����� (�”�� 219:6) that one’s obligation to recite ����������

only arises when one is completely saved from the danger or
illness, as is indicated by the words: ���� ��� �
���	 ? As the
Torah omits “���� ��” on the second day of ��	��� because it
wasn’t completely ���, we see that ��� implies total good, not
average.  The ������� ��
� makes a simple distinction between
the ��� of Hashem - which must always be totally good, and that
of man, where minimum ��� is sufficient to evade inferiority.
Therefore, Yaakov quoted Hashem: �������������������������,
double ���, even though Hashem had only said ��� �������,
because Yaakov expected a total ��� from Hashem, and not an
average one like one person may do for another.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
:KHQ�WKH�PDQGDWRU\�HGXFDWLRQ�ODZ�ZDV�SDVVHG�LQ�$XVWULD�+XQJDU\��WKH

-HZLVK� .HKLODK� KDG� QR� FKRLFH� EXW� WR� VHQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WR� SXEOLF

VFKRROV�IRU�VL[�\HDUV��+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�WKH�5HIRUP�VDZ�WKHLU�DVVLPLODWLRQ

SODQ� EHLQJ� WKZDUWHG� E\� WKH� 2UWKRGR[� FKLOGUHQ·V� FRQWLQXHG� XVH� RI

<DUPXONDV� LQ�SXEOLF�VFKRRO�� WKH\� �FRQYLQFHG�WKH�PLQLVWHU�RI�HGXFDWLRQ

WKDW� WKLV�FDXVHG�GLVVHQVLRQ� LQ� WKH�FODVVURRP��$FFRUGLQJO\�� UHJXODWLRQV

ZHUH�DGRSWHG�IRUELGGLQJ�WKH�FRYHULQJ�RI�RQH·V�KHDG�LQ�SXEOLF�VFKRROV�

7KH�7]HOHPHU�5RY��5·�0HQDFKHP�3URVWLW]�SUHVHQWHG�D�FRPSHOOLQJ�FDVH

WR�DOORZ�<DUPXONDV��EHIRUH� WKH�NLQJ�� )UDQ]� -RVHSK��ZKR� LQIRUPHG� WKH

5RY� WKDW� KH� KDG� LQYHVWLJDWHG� WKH� PDWWHU� WKRURXJKO\�� DQG� GHWHUPLQHG

WKDW�ZHDULQJ�D�<DUPXOND�ZDV� ´RQO\µ� D�0LQKDJ� DQG� WKDW� WKH� UHJXODWLRQ

ZDV� LQWHQGHG� IRU� WKH� EHQHILW� RI� WKH� -HZV�� &KDQJLQJ� WKH� VXEMHFW�� 5·

0HQDFKHP� RIIHUHG� VRPH� SROLWLFDO� DGYLFH� WR� WKH� NLQJ�� DGGLQJ� WKDW� KH

RQO\�KDG�WKH�JRRG�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�LQ�PLQG���)UDQ]�-RVHSK�WKDQNHG�KLP�

EXW�FRPPHQWHG�WKDW�DIWHU����\HDUV�DV�NLQJ��KH�EHOLHYHG�KH�NQHZ�EHVW

ZKDW� EHQHILWHG� WKH� FRXQWU\�� 7KH� 5RY� UHSOLHG�� ´,� QHYHU� SUHVXPHG

RWKHUZLVH��+RZHYHU��,�WKRXJKW�LI�WKH�NLQJ�FDQ�NQRZ�ZKDW·V�EHVW�IRU�WKH

-HZV�PRUH�WKDQ�,��ZKR�KDYH�OHG�WKHP�IRU�����\HDUV��SHUKDSV�,�FDQ�RIIHU

WKH�NLQJ�SROLWLFDO�DGYLFH�DV�ZHOO� �µ� �$FNQRZOHGJLQJ� WKH�PDVWHU\�RI� WKH

5RY·V�ZLVGRP��WKH�NLQJ�KDG�WKH�UHJXODWLRQ�OLIWHG�

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Zelman family.


